Reclining at the Passover Seder

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Pesahim 108a

It was stated: Reclining is necessary for mazah; for
the bitter herbs, reclining is not necessary.

It was stated in Rav Nahman's name: reclining is
necessary for wine.

And it was stated in Rav Nahman's name that
reclining is not necessary for wine.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Pesahim 108a

Yet they do not disagree: one [ruling] refers to the
first two cups, and the other ruling refers to the last
two cups.

Some explain it in one direction, others explain it in
the other direction.

[Thus:] some explain it in one direction: for the first
two cups reclining is necessary, because it is at this
point that freedom commences; for the last two cups
reclining is necessary, [because] what has been has
been.

Others explain it in the contrary direction: on the
contrary, the last two cups necessitate reclining,
[because] it is precisely then that there is freedom;
the first two cups do not necessitate reclining,
[because] he is still reciting ‘we were slaves.’

Now that it was stated thus and it was stated thus,
both necessitate reclining.

Lying on the back is not reclining; reclining on the
right side is not reclining.

Moreover he may put [his food] into the windpipe
before the gullet, and thus endanger himself.
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Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 8472:3

When one reclines, one should neither recline on one’s Text #3
back, nor on one’s face, but upon one’s right side, and

not one’s left side.
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Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 8472:7

Anyone who is required to recline, if one eats or drinks
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without reclining, one has not fulfilled one’s obligation Textitda RX' N7 N2'ON N72 NNV IR
and is required to eat and drink again while reclining. NINWYY1 7DX7 2TN7 1Y
m'ona

And there are those who say that in our times where it TNT I'RT AT PTT XM
is not customary to recline, one can rely ex post facto on N"axY KIN 'RTD 2007
the opinion of the Ravaya, that he has fulfilled one’s X712 RY' TAY'TAY 117Y 1INn0%7
obligation without the reclining. It appears to me if he (9"y 719 nTIAK) na'on
did not drink the 3rd cup or the 4th cup while reclining, 01> NNW K7 DX 7 RN
he should not drink again while reclining for there is a I'N N2'0N2 W0 IX WY
Text #4b U'T N2'0NA NINW2IITNY

concern that such would appear as adding on to the
number of cups; however, regarding the first 2 cups he
should drink again without reciting a blessing; and
similarly regarding the eating of matzoh and ab initio he
should recline the entire meal.
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