Drinking Stories Early in the Bible

Genesis 9:18-27
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18 The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were
Shem, Ham, and Japheth — Ham being the father of
Canaan. 1° These three were the sons of Noah, and
from these the whole world branched out.

20 Noah, the tiller of the soil, was the first to plant a
vineyard. 2! He drank of the wine and became drunk,
and he uncovered himself within his tent. 22 Ham, the
father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness and told
his two brothers outside. 23 But Shem and Japheth
took a cloth, placed it against both their backs and,
walking backward, they covered their father's
nakedness; their faces were turned the other way, so
that they did not see their father's

nakedness. 24When Noah woke up from his wine and
learned what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he
said,

"Cursed be Canaan;

The lowest of slaves

Shall he be to his brothers.”
26 And he said,

"Blessed be the Lord,

The God of Shem;

Let Canaan be a slave to them.

27 May God enlarge Japheth,

And let him dwell in the tents of Shem;
And let Canaan be a slave to them.”
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Genesis 19:29-38
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29 Thus it was that, when God destroyed the cities
of the Plain and annihilated the cities where Lot
dwelt, God was mindful of Abraham and removed
Lot from the midst of the upheaval.

30 Lot went up from Zoar and settled in the hill
country with his two daughters, for he was afraid
to dwell in Zoar; and he and his two daughters
lived in a cave. 31 And the older one said to the
younger, "Our father is old, and there is not a man
on earth to consort with us in the way of all the
world. 32 Come, let us make our father drink wine,
and let us lie with him, that we may maintain life
through our father." 33 That night they made their
father drink wine, and the older one went in and
lay with her father; he did not know when she lay
down or when she rose. 3¢ The next day the older
one said to the younger, "See, I lay with Father
last night; let us make him drink wine tonight
also, and you go and lie with him, that we may
maintain life through our father." 35 That night
also they made their father drink wine, and the
younger one went and lay with him; he did not
know when she lay down or when she rose.

36 Thus the two daughters of Lot came to be with
child by their father. 37 The older one bore a son
and named him Moab; he is the father of the
Moabites of today. 38 And the younger also bore a
son, and she called him Ben-ammij; he is the father
of the Ammonites of today.
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