4 Cups of Wine for the Passover Seder

Mishnah Pessahim chapter 10

1 - ...one should not decrease from four cups
of wine....

2 - They mix the first cup for him:
The Academy of Shammai says: "Bless
upon the day and then bless upon the wine."
The Academy of Hillel says: "Bless upon
the wine and then bless upon the day."
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4 - They mix the second cup for him, and here AN XD, AW 0D 17 AT T
the son asks.... e INIY
7 - They mix the third cup for him: one TN ywwoni?zam T
blesses upon the meal. ;11T 7Y
The fourth, one completes Hallel upon it and 270 NX "7V i ,'ynn
says the blessing of the song. 2'Wn NDM 1'7Y MINI
Talmud Yerushalmi, Tractate Pesahim 10:1 X:' D'NO9 ,M7vIN' TN
Whence is it there should be four cups? ?N101D NY2IRT7 "N

Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Text N2 " owa aner N

Beniyyah, "According to the four 40 ....7IN2 Y2OIXR TADD

redemptions...."
Rabbi Yehoshua, son of Levi, said,
"According to the four cups of Pharoah...."
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Rabbi Levi said, "According to the four
kingdoms."

And the Rabbis say, "According to the four

cups of divine punishment that the Holy One
Blessed be He will, in the future, pour out on
the nations of the world...."
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Babylonian Talmud Pessahim 109b

Ravina said: “The rabbis established the
four cups in the manner of freedom, each
one a mitzvah on its own.”
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Maimonides, Laws of Hametz and 'T nxni ynn 70 0"anY’
Matzah 7:10

Over every cup of the four cups, one NIOID> NYQINN OIdI 01D '
should make a separate blessing. 1191 NN 1I'7Y AN 19RN
Over the first cup one, should say the nnxy:
sanctification of the day. Text WITR 1'2V MIX [IUXRD 0D
Over the second cup one should read the #4 nI'n,

Hagada.

Over the third cup one should say Birkat
Hamazon.

Over the fourth cup one should finish the
Halel and say the blessing.

NTANN DX 1'7V X7 Y 01D,
n5M1 1'2y an ‘W o
[Imn,

77900 NXR 1'7Y nia 'y on
2'wn NdMA 1'7Y Yanl,




And between these cups, if one wants to
drink, he should drink. Between the third
and fourth cups, he should not drink.
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Tur, Orah Hayyim 474

And drink the second cup.

Rav Alfas wrote that one needs to bless
borei pri hagafen. And similarly has Rav
Natronai written, as well as Rav Amram,
Maimonides, and my father.

However, it doesn’t seem that my father,
“The Head” of blessed memory, except that
there would be no need to bless, except on
the first cup since it is Kiddush and upon
the third cup which is for the grace after
meals. But on the second and fourth cups,
there would seem to be no necessity in
blessing them. And similarly has Rav
Kohen Zedek writing.

As for the matter of the after-blessing, Rav
Alfas has written that one needs to bless
following the second and fourth cups.

But the challenge to his words is why bless
after the second cup, since the meal comes
afterward and it exempts the wine within the
meal. And, if so, how could one bless after
it? My father has written that one should
bless after the first, third, and fourth cups.
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Rabbenu Hannanel has written that the cup
of Kiddush and that one before the grace
after meals, that since there is a cup to
bless over for the grace after meals, one
does not bless upon them al hagafen, but
on the final two cups, one does bless upon
them al hagafen.

Rav Sherira and Rav Hai wrote that one
should bless upon each one of them
beforehand, but not the after-blessing,
except after the final cup.

My father, the Head, of blessed memory,
agreed with their words regarding the after-
blessing, that one should not make an after-
blessing over the wine, except following the
final cup. And similarly has Rabbi Yonah
written.
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Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 8474:1

One drinks the second cup and neither
blesses the first blessing, nor the after
blessing, since one only blesses "Creator of
the fruit of the vine" upon the cup of kiddush
and upon the cup of the blessing after the
meal, and one does not bless upon "the vine"
except after the fourth cup.

Gloss: And the custom amongst Ashkenazim
is to bless the first blessing upon each and
every cup, but we only make the after-
blessing on the last cup. And similarly is the
opinion of most of the ge'onim.
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