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What did Noah do
planting a vineyard?

with

Upon disembarking upon dry land
for the first for being out to sea for
many weeks, the Torah describes
Noah’s action as “ ויָּ֥חֶ ל ֹ֖נח ִ֣איׁש
 – ָּֽהאֲ ד ָ֑מה וי ֹ֖טע ָּֽכ ֶרםAnd Noah, man
of the earth, [did something] and
planted a vineyard.” So how should
we translate ?ויחל
Quoting from בראשית רבה, רש"י
understands  ויחלnegatively, as in
חל, the opposite of קדש, in that
Noah sought to debase himself
upon hitting dry land in simply
drinking and getting drunk.

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE

However, other medieval exegetes,
such as  רד"קand רמב"ן, take it as
 – להתחילthat Noah began planting
vineyards, as no one had done so
before. This seems to derive from
Noah being איש האדמה, a man of the
earth, which could mean that he was
knowledgeable about the earth and
was in a position to become an
agricultural innovator with planting
vineyards.
This could also explain why he got
drunk – since no one had ever planted
vineyards before, no one had ever
consumed wine before, and, thus, no
one even knew of the possibility of
what happens when you consume
wine – whether a little or a lot. It may
just have been that Noah was naïve
about the consequences of alcoholconsumption, since no one had ever
experienced it before.
Thus, in his agricultural innovation, he
stumbled
upon
drinking!
In
approaching  ויחלas beginning, one
need not understand Noah’s actions
in a negative light.
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