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Pshats for Shots
A project of
JewishDrinking.com
A Land Flowing with Milk and Honey Redux
Having discussed the phrase “a
land flowing with milk and honey”,
which appeared two weeks ago in
Parashat Shemot, the phrase
once again pops up here in this
week’s parashah (Ex. 13.5).
While we discussed Ramban’s
take two weeks ago that this
expression describes a land that
is not only fit for agriculture and
grazing for animals, but that it is a
land that will produce an
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abundance of those products of
flora and fauna.
It’s a bit curious to consider Rashi’s
take on the matter, as to how he
understands these two items being
put together and their relationship
with one another. In this week’s
parashah, he comments “ חָ לָ ב זָב ִמן
 וְהַ ְדבַ ׁש זָב ִמן הַ ְתמָ ִרים ּו ִמן,הָ עִ זִ ים
 הַ ְתאֵ נִיםmilk flows from the goats
and honey flows from the dates
and from the figs” ( רש”י על שמות
 ד”ה זבת חלב ודבש,ה:)יג.
What’s further fascinating is
Rashi’s description of not only the
mechanics of the flowing of these
liquids, but also how these two
liquids are connected: “ העזים אוכלין
תאנים והדבש נוטף מהן והחלב זב מן
 העזים ונעשים כמין נחלThe goats eat
figs and the honey drips from them,
and the milk
flows from
the goats
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and are made into like a stream” ( רש”י
 ד”ה זבת חלב ודבש,.)על מגילה ו.
So Rashi understands these liquids
as converging at the goat’s
consuming of these fruits, whereby
the fruit juices flow from the goat’s
mouth and intermingle with the stream
of milk emanating from the does
Continued on the next page

For those keeping up with the Daf Yomi cycle, there are a few discussions of drinking this past week:
- One of the five things that Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava testified was that wine needed to have been aged
for at least 40 days in order to be offered up as a libation (Berakhot 27a)
- Rav Nahman said: "Shmuel said: 'A person may pray a Shabbat prayer on Shabbat eve and say
kiddush upon a cup'" and Rav Yehudah said: "Shmuel said: 'A person may pray the post-Shabbat
prayer on Shabbat and say havdallah upon a cup'" (Berakhot 27b)
- In both a beraisa & Rabbi Tanhum quoting Rav Asi, if one forgets to say havdallah in one's prayer, one
need not say ma'ariv again, since one will be saying havdallah over a cup (Berakhot 29a)

If you are or know of someone who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance
abuse, there are resources out there to help. You can check out http://jewishdrinking.com/alcoholabuse/
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(but not the billies).
While this convergence is curious from Rashi’s
perspective, the clever thing that he does is to
connect these liquids to answer the question:
“why these two?” However, Rashi gets it from the
following story: " רמי בר יחזקאל איקלע לבני ברק חזנהו
להנהו עיזי דקאכלן תותי תאיני וקנטיף דובשא מתאיני
וחלבא טייף מנייהו ומיערב בהדי הדדי אמר היינו זבת חלב
 ודבשRami bar Yehezkel visited B'nei B'rak and
saw goats grazing beneath a fig tree with honey
oozing from the figs and milk dripping from them,
and they were mixing together with each other.
He said, 'This is flowing with milk and honey'"
(Ketubot 111b).

Drinking Halakhah of the Week
Continuing on from Rabbi Moshe Isserles’ (1530-1572)
gloss last week discussing blessing upon wine amidst a
meal (ח:)שו"ע או"ח קעד, he discusses why one would use
the language of “Pay attention” rather than “With
permission”: " ויאמר סברי רבותי רוצה לומר סוברים אתם לצאת
בברכה זו ולא יאמר ברשות רבותי וכן כל מקום שמברכין על היין
משום ברכת היין שבתוך הסעודה אין אומרים ברשות אלא סברי מטעם
 שנתבארAnd one says ‘Pay attention, my masters’, which
means ‘You should pay attention to be covered with this
blessing’, and one shouldn't say ‘With permission, my
masters.’ And similarly, every time that one blesses upon
wine on account of wine amidst the meal, one doesn't say
‘With permission’, but with ‘Pay attention’, from the
reason that was explained.

Beyond what the phrase can mean for the
goodness of the land, this story shows a
fascinating insight into understanding the
connection between these two liquids!

New Podcast/Video Episode

featuring Professor Roger Horowitz

Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (1838-1933) provides a
distinction between when we do and don’t say “Pay
attention” prior to drinking wine (מו:)משנה ברורה קעד:
"  ובחופה.רוצה לומר כשאחד מוציא חבירו כמו קידוש והבדלה וכה"ג
וברית מילה שאין נוהגין לומר סברי כלל הוא משום דרק במקום שצריך
נטילת רשות אומרים על היין סברי במקום רשות אבל בחופה ומילה
 שאין נוטלין רשות אין לומר סברי כללWhich means to say that
one covers his fellow's blessing, such as with kiddush,
havdallah, and other similar circumstances. But with a
wedding or a bris milah where we are not accustomed to
say ‘Pay attention’ at all is because it is only in a situation
where one needs to ask permission that we say over wine
‘Pay attention’ in a place of volition, but at a wedding or a
bris milah, where we are not asking permission, there is
no need to say ‘Pay attention’ at all.”

“Because man does not live on bread alone” (Deut. 8.3)
JewishDrinking.com is a new project, begun in the fall of 2019 to serve as the #1 resource for texts, wisdom,
and more on drinking in the Jewish tradition. With source sheets, weekly parashah sheets, weekly
podcast/video episodes with guests, articles, and more, JewishDrinking.com seeks to shed light on this human
activity. If you have comments, questions, suggestions, on either this parashah sheet and/or the website,
please email Drew@JewishDrinking.com – ideas are welcome! !לחיים

