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involved, but the verse does say that 

He did not raise his hand against 

them. Nevertheless, a curious 

question arises: why did these leaders 

of the Children of Israel decide to eat 

and drink at that moment?  

 

Continued on the next page 

ֶצם    יר ּוְכֶעֶ֥ ֙ה ִלְבַנַ֣ת ַהַסִפִּ֔ יו ְכַמֲעשֵׂ ַרְגל ָ֗

י֙  ַהר ְוֶאל־ֲאִצילֵׂ ט ֹֽ ִים ל  ַמַ֖ א  ַהש  ל ל ֶ֥ אִֵּׂ֔ ַ֣י ִיְשר   ְבנֵׂ

ּו  ּו ַוִיְשתֹֽ ים ַוי אְכלַ֖ ֱאלקִּ֔ ַ֣ ֶַֽיֱחזּ֙ו ֶאת־ה  ח י ֑דֹו ַוֹֽ ַלַ֖  ש 

Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Avihu, and 

seventy elders of Israel ascended 

and they saw the God of Israel: 

under His feet there was the 

likeness of a pavement of 

sapphire, like the very sky for 

purity. Yet He did not raise His 

hand against the leaders of the 

Israelites; they beheld God, and 

they ate and drank.” 

This is a fascinating event, 

especially since the Torah rarely 

describes people seeing God, yet 

there is also some danger  

In this week’s Torah portion, we 

read of the various leaders of 

Israel seeing God and eating & 

drinking (Ex. 24.9-11): “  ה ֶשַ֖ וַַיֶַ֥על מ 

ֶ֥י   ים ִמִזְקנֵׂ ּוא ְוִשְבִעַ֖ ֙ב ַוֲאִביהִּ֔ ן נ ד  ְוַאֲהר ֑

ל  ֹֽ אֵׂ אֵׂ֑  ִיְשר  י ִיְשר  ַ֣ ת ֱאֹלקֵׂ ַ֖ ַחת ַוִיְר֕אּו אֵׂ ל ְוַתַ֣  

Why Do the Elders of Israel Drink & Feast in God’s Presence? 

Drinking on the Daf 
For those keeping up with the Daf Yomi cycle, there are a few discussions of drinking this past week (Berakhot 44-50):  

- 44b - Rabbi Yohanan said a particular beraisa is discussing eating turnips without drinking wine afterwards 
- 44b - Rava said to Rav Papa, “Beer-brewer, we weaken the turnip with meat and wine. You do not have much wine, with 

what do you weaken it?” He said to him, “With wood” (Rav Papa was the biggest beer-brewer in the Babylonian Talmud; for 
more on this, see the JewishDrinking podcast/video episode on “The Beer Baron of the Bavli” featuring Prof. Jordan 
Rosenblum) 

- 48a - Story about King Yannai and Shimon ben Shetah, giving him a cup of wine to recite birkat hamazon over 
- 48b - Rav Hana bar Yehudah said from Rava’s name: “The halakhah is if one ate a vegetable leaf or drank a cup of wine, 

one combines with others to help discharge their obligation.” 
- 50b - Beraisa that until one pours water into wine, one does not recite borei pri hagafen on it, but rather borei pri haetz, as 

well as washing hands with it. Once water is poured into wine, borei pri hagafen and no washing of hands, according to 
Rabbi Eliezer. The sages say we say borei pri hagafen, and do not wash hand with it. 

- 50b - Rabbi Yose, son of Rabbi Hanina said The sages agree with Rabbi Eliezer regarding a cup of blessing that we do not 
recite the blessing upon it until water is poured into it. 

- 50b  Rav Oshaya explains that it is because a mitzvah should be performed in the best way. 
- 50b - Beraisa that we draw wine in pipes in front of bride and a groom 

If you are or know of someone who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance 

abuse, there are resources out there to help. You can check out http://jewishdrinking.com/alcoholabuse/  
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 “Because man does not live on bread alone” (Deut. 8.3) 

Begun in the fall of 2019, JewishDrinking.com is the #1 resource for texts, wisdom, and more on drinking in the Jewish tradition. 
Founded by Rabbi Drew Kaplan, who noticed that not only was there an increasing interest and awareness about drinking in the 

Jewish tradition, but also that there was no single website devoted to exploring this fascinating topic, he knew he had to create this 
project. With source sheets, weekly parashah sheets (although this issue is the final issue), weekly podcast/video episodes with 

guests, articles, and more, JewishDrinking.com sheds light on this activity in different ways. If you have comments, questions, 

suggestions, on either this parashah sheet and/or the website, please email Drew@JewishDrinking.com – ideas are welcome!  

 !לחיים

         New Podcast/Video Episode         

  
Rava, Mordechai, and Purim-Drinking 

featuring Rabbi Ayalon Eliach 

{continued from previous page} 

   Rabbi Moses ben Nahman (1194-1270) wrote that 

 שעשו שמחה ויום טוב, כי כן חובה לשמוח בקבלת התורה “

They rejoiced and made a festival, since there is an 

obligation to rejoice at the reception of the Torah” 

 .(רמב”ן)

    Rabbi Hezekiah ben Manoah (1250-1310) wrote 

 In the same manner as those who כדרך כורתי ברית“

cut agreements” and “ שהם הוצרכו לאכול ולשתות שנהנו

 That they needed to eat and to drink, since מזיו שכינה

they benefitted from the splendor of the Divine 

presence” (חזקוני). 

   While not all commentators (and certainly not all 

Medieval commentators) believed it was a 

necessarily happy occurrence, it seems that they 

had their reasons to feast. 

   Another reason, of course, could be that they 

knew they were taking a big risk, and they ended up 

surviving! They were incredibly nervous and, having 

survived the ordeal, they were happy to feast and to 

drink in God’s presence. 

   Of course, a question that naturally arises: why did 

they haul all of that food and drink up with them? 

Perhaps they were ready to feast, and they came 

prepared to feast and to drink. 

🍷🍷🍷 

 

Drinking Halakhah of the Week 

Continuing from last week’s discussion of when one’s 

Purim festive meal should be taking place – during the day 

of Purim to fulfill one’s obligation (but one can still have 

one’s festive meal of eating and drinking during the night 

of Purim), when during the day is it supposed to take 

place? 

 

 
 

Rabbi Moshe Isserles (1530-1572) writes ( שו"ע או"ח 

ונוהגים לעשות סעודת פורים לאחר מנחה וערבית יתפלל “ :(695.2

ול ורוב הסעודה צריך בלילה ומתפללים מנחה תחלה בעוד היום גד 

ולא כמו שנוהגין להתחיל סמוך לערב ועיקר הסעודה היא להיות ביום 

ליל ט"ו וכשחל פורים ביום ששי יעשו הסעודה בשחרית משום כבוד  

 We שבת )מנהגים( ומי שרוצה לעשותה תמיד בשחרית הרשות בידו

are accustomed to enjoy the Purim meal after the 

afternoon prayer, and pray the evening prayer at night. In 

praying the afternoon prayer while most of the day 

remains, since most of the meal needs to be during the 

day. And it should not be like those are accustomed to 

start close to evening, with most of the meal taking place 

during the night of the 15th. When Purim occurs on 

Friday, they should have the meal in the morning due to 

honoring the Sabbath. And one who wants to [have his 

meal] every [Purim] in the morning is allowed to.” 
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