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Fetal Drinking?
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

While we typically think of Jewish drinking in our own lives and
experiences we can remember, one aspect of drinking we have
not previously discussed is fetal drinking. No, | do not mean
getting drunk and ending up in a fetal position; | mean drinking
while being a fetus. As our Torah portion opens up about
pregnancy (Lev. 12:1-8), there are some rabbinic midrashim that
discuss this aspect of drinking.

As part of his description of the fetal experience, one of the
Talmud’s most famous expounders shared (Niddah 30b):
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Rabbi Simlai expounded: "To what is a fetus in its mother’s womb
comparable? To a folded notebook. And it rests with its hands on
its two sides, its two arms on its two knees, and its two heels on
its two buttocks, and its head rests between its knees, and its
mouth is closed, and its umbilicus is open. And it eats from what
its mother eats, and it drinks from what its mother drinks, and it
does not emit excrement lest it kill its mother. But once it
emerges into the airspace of the world, the closed limb, i.e., its
mouth, opens, and the open limb, its umbilicus, closes, as
otherwise it cannot live for even one hour....”
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As a fetus already begins drinking what its mother drinks while
in its mother’s belly, it is also impressive that it is able to
remain in her belly (Vayikra Rabbah 14:3):
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Rabbi Tahlifa of Caesarea said: “If a person eats one portion of
food after another portion of food, does not the second
portion expel the first? But no matter how much food a woman
eats or how many beverages she drinks, the fetus is not
expelled - is this not ‘life and lovingkindness’?

Yet another midrash discusses the preparation during
gestation for the post-fetal drinking experience (Vayikra
Rabbah 14:3):
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Rabbi Meir said: “All nine months that a woman does not see
blood, she really should have seen it. What did The Holy
Blessed One do? He removed (the blood) upward to her
breasts and made it milk, so that when the baby was born there
would be food for him to eat. Even more if it was a male child,
as it says: ‘When a woman conceives and gives birth to a male’."

Taken together, these
rabbinic midrashim point
to not only drinking as a
something that happens
ex utero, but even in
utero, thus, it seems that
the rabbis are pointing
out drinking as a
continual life-giving
behavior, especially as we
are developing in utero,
preparing us for the post-
fetal world.

May all of our drinking
provide us nourishment
and life. L’chaim
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The Jewish Drinking Show

Newest Episode

The most recent episode of The Jewish Drinking Show published right before Passover on E@@]I}' @@][@S amal
April 4th features Professor Samuel Levine, professor of law and director of the Jewish Law
Institute at Touro Law Center, discussing a rabbinic responsum during the Holocaust
concerning the four cups of wine at the Passover Seder, despite the inability to procure any
wine. Based on his “Jewish Law From out of the Depths: Tragic Choices in the Holocaust”
article, The Jewish Drinking Show's first Holocaust episode welcomes Professor Levine to
discuss this matter on the 131st episode of the show. While Passover has just concluded, the
discussion is timely, as Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) took place just this
week. The episode, in both video and podcast format, is available on YouTube, as well as
wherever you listen to podcasts at JewishDrinking.com/Holocaust4Cups.

e Upcoming Episodes
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April 25 - Rabbi Zachary Goodman - Reform Responses to Prohibition
YouTube, as well May 2 - Prof. Jordan Finkin - Yiddish Drinking Terms

@ as wherever you May 9 - Yossi Francus - Scotches
n (] listen to podcasts  May 16 - Prof. Sacha Stern - Compulsive Libationers in the Talmud?

YouTube.com/@JewishDrinking

Wine Wednesday Events

Building on recent Texts-and-Tasting Events in Cincinnati led by
e IJ Rabbi Drew in February and March (see below for a picture from
= . . - .

the March tasting on the topic of the possibility of blessing HaTov
el veHaMeitiv at the Seder), Rabbi Drew will be leading Texts-and-
Tasting Events in both April and May. Featuring a wine-tasting of

six different wines, Texts-And-Tasting led by Rabbi Drew Kaplan.

The Jewish Drinking Show

This Wednesday's event, taking place at 8pm on April 26th, will be
/V\JJM:~TA T'JNC‘ ©|=  awonderful way to close out Yom Ha'Atzma'ut, as we drink wines

-:i > lE ! WINES ERONTISRAEL from Israel and discuss wine in connection to Israel.
?

- ARRIL 26T AT &2V Special for these two Wine Wednesday events, Jewish Drinking
has been provided wines for review from KosherWine.com, as they are the exclusive distributor for these wines in America. For

those interested, we will also shoot a review video for those who would like to be included.

These events will be taking place on Wednesday 26 April at 8pm and Wednesday 3 May at 8pm at pr|vate residences in
Amberley Village in Cincinnati to be provided. While there is no 7
charge to attend these events, donations are encouraged and
wonderfully welcomed to both express appreciation for such
Torah being shared and to support the work of Jewish Drinking.
To do so, you can visit either JewishDrinking.com/Donate or
PayPal.me/JewishDrinking.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please reach out to
Rabbi Drew Kaplan at Drew@JewishDrinking.com
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If you are, or know of someone, who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance abuse, there are resources

out there to help, which are available at JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse




