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Early Rabbis on the Rebellious Son
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

When encountering the curious, yet somewhat morally challenging
situation of the rebellious son there are many different directions to
pursue (indeed, a simple search yields hundreds, if not thousands of
results on the Internet), yet we shall focus on the drinking. When we
encounter the section in which it appears, it’s not entirely clear what this
child is drinking during his transgressing (Deut. 21:18-21):
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If a man has a wayward and defiant son, who 10i0 12 wiN7 2 (nY)
does not heed his father or mother and does  7ij7a v 123 niint

not obey them even after they discipline INN N AN 7ij721 112N
him, (19) his father and mother shall take (0) :D'7N VN N7
hold of him and bring him out to the elders IN'¥inIiANI 2N 12 1w97]
of his town at the public place of his AVETTNL IV 7N NN .
community. (20) They shall say to the elders 27 7x 19nN1 () :injfn Do not be of those who guzzle wine, 1"7INQD NN
of his town, “This son of ours is disloyal and N Mo N Ny Or glut themselves on meat; in7 w77
defiant; he does not heed us. He is a glutton 771111772 vy 122N For guzzlers and gluttons will be impoverished, wI' 77111 N2OD
and a drunkard.” (21) Thereupon, his town’s 1NANT (ND) :N2DI And drowsing will clothe you in tatters. N1 YRR DV
elfjers shall stong him to death..Thus, you NN DY WINCTD So we see that it refers once to beer and once to wine. However, when
w!ll sweep out evil frpm your midst: all Israel 13_“7{]‘”303_1_”;" our sages consider what triggers a transgression, they focus only on
will hear and be afraid. N R TR wine, as they quote the verse in Proverbs (Mishnah Sanhedrin 8:2):
This word of N2D does not appear many times in the Bible (this is its only From when is a stubborn and rebellious son 7oN'WN ;21N MNIND
appearance in the Torah), as it appears in successive verses in the book liable? N0 AR W2 INVIY
of Proverbs and a couple of times in the prophets. In addition to From when he eats a tarteimar of meat and O rowa 7
appearing in Ezekiel 23:42, it appears in Isaiah 56:12: drinks a half-log of Italian wine. w2 NIn iR 'oi' N
« , . . ) _ Rabbi Yosei says: "A maneh of meat and drinks Qa7
Come, I'll get some wine; Let us swill beer. DY NN2DII 1" NRFNATIN T
And tomorrow will be just the same, Or even 1) 7iT2 0R Di' N1 'l a log of wine. . . . AR M0 2N
much grander!” i 7 If he ate them with a m/tzvah ga'thermg, ‘ ,w-_[nq '1-‘|:n_13 7N
v or he ate them at the intercalation of a month, ,0r7eina 1Y wyn ‘7oN
While the verse in Ezekiel refers to a group of drunken men, it is or he ate them as second tithe in Jerusalem, if ,NI9N01 Ni721 70N
interesting that the verse in Isaiah mentions wine, but getting drunk off he ate the meat of unslaughtered animal , 0N npY
of beer. In Proverbs, it appears in 23:20-21 where it refers to wine: carcasses or animals that had wounds that JIWNT YR 720 7N
would have caused them to die within twelve inRINN N701 N7Y
D months or repugnant creatures or creeping N7V WT7I1 Y Ry
Wing ¢ 48% OFF KOSHERWINE @) animals, or he ate untithed produce, or first AT9]
ROSh «/ e tithe from which its terumah was not NIYA NINY 12T 70N
H h h separated, or second tithe outside Jerusalem ,MMN2Y NINY 12T
asiana or consecrated food that was not redeemed, if '7oN N71'7081 '72 '7ON
5784 he ate an item that a mitzvah or an item of a ,wa
transgression, or if he ate any food but did not NN N71 Nj7Ln ‘72 NNy
Sweet New Year, Sweeter Deals: eat meat, or if he drank any beverage but did Rl
B ey ne=ton salsifor » not drink wine, he does not become a Tio 2 vl i
Rosh Hashanah! X . . S A
¥ stubborn and rebellious son, unless he eats WA ONY TY MmNt
cg \ meat and drinks wine, as it is stated: “is a D12T) INNAY L) e
D o |\ glutton and a drunkard” (Deut. 21:20). 19 7Y NI .NIOI 77iT (ND
With the holidays only weeks ago, it is time to prepare. If you And although there is no proof to the matter, 27,7277 NN Y
are looking to save money on wines, go to JewishDrinking.com there is an allusion to the matter, as it is (a3 "7wn) MNNIY 1277
and click on the KosherWine.com discount logo and you get $15 stated: “Be not among wine drinkers, among 7712 7! 'N303 '0N 7N
off orders of $200 or more. gluttonous eaters of meat” (Prov. 23:20). in7 2
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Setting aside all of the conditions concerning eating, when it comes to
problematic drinking, the sages narrow down the problematic drinking
to a certain amount of wine and no other beverages. Concerning the
minimum amount, this is either about seven ounces or, according to
Rabbi Yosei, over 13 ounces. This is certainly not an insignificant
amount of wine, but considering all of the loopholes, it is pretty small,
considering that 13 ounces is just over half of a typical bottle of wine
these days. Another aspect is that if it is a non-wine intoxicating
beverage, this child is able to be exempt from this category, such as
beer. Finally, according to this mishnah, there are plenty of occasions
on which this child would be able to consume such amounts of wine, yet
not be culpable, whether of laudatory mitzvah activities or of
regrettable transgressions.

In addition to all of these limitations concerning drinking, there are also
limitations concerning meat-consumption. Without getting into the
particulars, there are also other non-consumptive limitations that the
sages place on this boy, making it seem to be so comically narrowly
possible for one to actually be culpable for this category. Indeed, with
all of these restrictions, even the Talmud points this out (Sanhedrin
71a):

There has never been a stubborn and rebellious X7 1INI 110 12 NN
son and there will never be one in the future, so N7 TNV N7I AN
why was it written? To expound and receive 7271 WNTIN21 N7
reward. DY

While this text presents an easy way out of the moral considerations of
killing such a young person for these activities, one early second
century rabbi provided a framing for why the Torah included this
mitzvah (Sanhedrin 72a):

It is taught: Rabbi Yosei The Galilean says: *7/730 01 1 NN
"And since he ate a tarteimar of meat and NT'7ONY 1190 121 NIN
drank a half-log of Italian wine, the Torah NIyl In'onn
states he shall be taken out to court to be 770NN 1217 XN
stoned? Rather, the Torah penetrated the N27 KX NIN NN
ultimate mind-set of the stubborn and nYIN NN 7707 11T
rebellious son that, in the end, he will 12 7Y INYT 907 Mim
squander his father’s property, and, seeking qlow mini Mo
that to which he had become accustomed but Y7201 1IN 0317030
not finding them, he will go out to the NXI'INXIN 12NTITINYT
crossroads and rob people. The Torah said he 0o T N7
should die innocent, and not die guilty, NIN1N NR DLO7NI
because the death of the wicked is beneficial 'N2TTIN' MM MNN
to them and beneficial to the world, [while IMNMY 2N NI’ 7N

the death] of the righteous is detrimentalto ~ DN7 NNIN DWwN 7w
them and detrimental to the world. Sleep and R'7"T¥7I D7IV7 NI

wine of the wicked is beneficial to them and D7IW7 VI D7 0
beneficial to the world, [while that] of the NNIN D'WRAT7 1N
righteous is detrimental to them and D7IW7 NI DN
detrimental to the world. Tranquility of the VI DN7 V1 0T
wicked is detrimental to them and D'WYN7 O7Y D77
detrimental to the world, [while the D7IW7 V11 DN7 N
tranquility] of the righteous is beneficial to D07 NNIN DTN
them and beneficial to the world. Dispersal of T 071V7 ANl
the wicked is beneficial to them and D7 NN DWRN7
beneficial to the world, [while the dispersal] ~ D'7'T¥7I D7IW7 NI
of the righteous is detrimental to them and D7W7 V1 0N7 7

detrimental to the world."

While there is certainly a lot to unpack in his statement, Rabbi Yosei the
Galilean is pointing out the broader value to the society of ending
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this boy’s life at this point in time. Moreover, it is only the boy’s
parents who have the ability to bring him to be considered to be
guilty of this problematic behavior. | am also fascinated by his
indirect reference to the subsequent verse in Proverbs that is not
quoted in The Mishnah, that such people will become “impoverished
and drowsing will clothe you in tatters” (Prov. 23:21). Concerning
Rabbi Yose the Galilean’s statement, Rabbi David Fried wrote a few
years ago ("Ben Sorer U-moreh Was and Will Be"), that, "If God gave
us a law, we must have faith that in at least some instances, it is the
right thing to do, even if those instances may be rare. What we can do
is work on our own morality; work on making sure we never give up on
any child; work to ensure that we build a society where the kind of
circumstances that call for such an unpleasant consequence never
arises."

Indeed, this whole consideration is clearly a challenging situation
where the boy has defied his parents to such a great degree and is
consuming in a clearly problematic way that they are even concerned
for his well being, not only in the present, but certainly the future.
While teenagers may eat a lot of food, to be drinking even seven or 13
ounces of wine may seem only a moderate amount for adults, when
one considers how their appetite for meat grows, their tolerance for
wine will also likely grow, yielding an older teenager or young adult
who consumes to such a great degree as to be quite worrisome. What
we ultimately end up with is a curious tension between never wanting
to see such a situation occur with a young boy, but also seeking to
curb ravenous appetites and dangerous behaviors.
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schedule is guest Jay Buchsbaum speaking
on "Producing Kosher Wine in European
Wineries". Buchsbaum has been with Royal
Wine Corporation (producers of Kedem,
Bartenura, Herzog, and more) for over 30
years, currently serving as their executive w @
vice president of marketing, as well as the £ '
director of wine education. The episode is

available at
JewishDrinking.com/KosherWineEurope

ueingKosher Wine
EUepean Winedes

L v
The Jewish Drinking Show
9

If you are, or know of someone, who s’rrugg|es with alcohol abuse, olcoholism, or other substance qbuse, there

are resources out there to help, available at JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse




