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Impurity Through the Air?
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

While reading this week's Torah portion, one gets the sense that there is
nothing that has to do with either drinks nor drinking. Yet, there seems
to be an aspect of potential impurity, at least according to one rabbinic
opinion regarding the following verse (Lev. 15:12):

An earthen vessel that the one who has had wnT7I
abnormal seminal discharge touches shall be 270 2"V WX
broken; and any wooden implement shall be ~ YV'727721 20"
rinsed with water. D' oY!

Ostensibly that says nothing to do with drinks nor drinking. Yet, we read

(22 NN 071 NWID VINND ,N19D):
Rabbi Shimon said: "What does this come to an jiunw " N
teach us? If that one who has had abnormal 21TN77 NT N2
seminal discharge confers impurity upon NNLNY TN'77 ON
vessels requiring rinsing, by touching VaN1 qow 7D
(them), is it not already written 'and he who N1 71D N7RI
touches the flesh of the one who has had 917 w2 vanni”

abnormal seminal discharge shall launder oN "' D!
his clothes' (Lev. 15:7)? If one who touches NNLN 1 VI
the one who has had abnormal seminal ,Vana quw 170
discharge thereby confers impurity upon N7 NNV NIN
vessels requiring rinsing, then if he himself qow 173 NAL!
(touches them), how much more so should 1?2vIna

he confer impurity upon them!" IR N7 1D DX
“If so, then why is it said ‘and every wooden quwr yu 173 ‘721"

vessel shall be rinsed in water’?” ?2"Dna
“Rather, these are the foods, beverages, and  pi7oIN 178 NN
vessels above the one who has had n'731 DjzwnI
abnormal seminal discharge.” am 7ve

Providing an explanation to this expansion of this impurity to those
items (including drinks) above this person, Rabbi Meir Leibush ben
Yehiel Mikhel Wisser (1809-1879) explains ('N:n"nj7 v1ixn ,N1j7'1 7V 0"17n0):

This is something that was unnecessary to say, 1'NY 2T N7
since Scripture has already explained that a 720w N7 NN
person who touches a man who has had an DTNY N2

abnormal seminal discharge impurifies vessels, as NnLN 212 VaIIN

it was written "he shall launder his clothes" (Lev. v'"n> 0’7o
15:7), and, all the more so, [one who has been 721 "1 122 020"
touched by] a man who has had an abnormal .Inxv am Py
seminal discharge. But Rabbi Shimon's JIunw " wol
explanation concerns the vessels, the foods,and  D'70n 7V 'Nj7Y
the beverages that are above the man who has D'{7wn1 0'7DINI

had an abnormal seminal discharge, even though  qnam 2 7w
they were not in contact with the man who has V21 N7 22 '7V
had an abnormal seminal discharge. an

(Another early rabbinic text that relates to this situation, including
drinks, is Mishnah Zavim 4:6, should you be interested.) Although I'm
not quite sure how one would rinse a beverage, perhaps it means the
container holding the beverage should be rinsed, but that seems to be a
topic for an entirely separate discussion.

L’chaim¥

Drinking Between the 4 Cups?
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

When we think of the four cups of wine at the Passover Seder, we
typically think of just that: four cups of wine. However, even the Mishnah
mentions that these four cups are a minimum (Mishnah Pesahim 10:1):

...and [the poorest Jews shall be i74nNo! N7I
provided] no fewer than four cups of  7¥i nivid> vaNn
wine [for the Passover Seder], even NA7ONL "
from the public communal funds. HNNAN

In fact, later in that same chapter, we read (Mishnah Pesahim 10:7):

If one wants to drink between these
cups, one may drink, but not
between the third and fourth cups.

Clearly, there's the
understanding that both before

the meal and during the meal,
one may drink further glasses of ? ? ?
wine beyond the minimum four
glasses of wine, but not between

the third and fourth glasses.

ON 1770 nioidn 12
12 .NnY' NinY7 nyin
NNY! N7 W7 W7y

While the Babylonian Talmud does not address this line in the Mishnah,
the Yerushalmi does (Jerusalem Talmud Pesahim 10:6):

Why? So that he should not get drunk. .1one! N7¥ ‘72wa .nn7

Is he not already drunk? What is the 12NN NI 21PN 12)

difference between wine with the 112 NN it Jinag

meal and wine after the meal? Wine  nN7Y )" Jitan 1NNT7Y

after the meal intoxicates, wine with QiNaY .2wn jimn

the meal does not intoxicate. DY iINimn
This is a helpful understanding between those first two gaps as opposed
to this final gap between the third and fourth cups - the concern is
getting drunk. Of course, it is not quite clear as to what is problematic
about getting drunk at this moment: is it a concern for simply getting
drunk, is it a concern for not being able to carry out one’s full liturgical
duties for the fourth cup, or perhaps something else?

Between the 2nd & 3rd Cups

Throughout Jewish tradition, the greatest leeway for drinking between
cups would be that of the gap between the second and third cups; after
all, this is the meal. Not only is drinking a common activity amidst meals,
but the eating helps absorb one’s drinking, so it is perceived as less of a
concern. Nevertheless, Rabbi Moses Isserles (15630-1572), basing himself
off of what Rabbi Yaakov ben Moshe Levi Moelin (1365-1427) (popularly
known as the Maharil) wrote ('N:1"un n"IN V"7 NoN):

One should neither eat more than

sufficiently, nor drink more than

appropriately, so that one should not eat

the afikoman with coarse eating or even to IN NDAN7ON 7V

get drunk and sleep immediately. TN DNy
As Rabbi Isserles expresses, the concern with heavy drinking amidst the
meal is causing one to get drunk, which would cause sleep, which would
get in the way of fulfilling one’s duties for the post-meal blessings and
liturgical aspects. e}

NN N71'7ON! NTI
INTR NI NN
JI7'ONN TON' N7Y
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Between the 3rd & 4th Cups
While the Mishnah clearly stated that there was a proscription against
drinking between the third and fourth cups, Rabbi Isserles references
a few medieval rabbinic authorities, including Rabbi Moelin, that while
this proscription remains intact, maybe this third cup is not as fixed as
one would expect ('N:0”"vn N"IN V"IY7 NoN):

However, one is able to drink many 71> 'w'7w DIDN 1NN
times from the third cup and all of itis ‘72N D'NY® NnN> NINY7
considered as one drinking, even though 1"V nNN N'Mw apnn
one interrupts between these drinkings. 0''N11 {70917

In describing this, Rabbi Yisrael Meir HaKohen Kagan (1838-1933)
(popularly known as the Chofetz Chaim) writes ('N:0"Un n27n 1IN):

What Rabbi Moshe Isserles wrote that N"nn >"wni
everything is considered as one drinking  n'mw awnn '7on1
means to say even if there was still a N 9N 7" NNN
quarter-log remaining [in one's cup]. But VY INPIN
this requires further inquiry. WANE LV al]

Rabbi Kagan is not really sure how to consider this: can one continue
to keep cup three rolling? Perhaps, it would seem, albeit
inconclusively.

Between the 1st & 2nd Cups

Perhaps the most curious discussions concern drinking between the
first two cups; after all, they should be totally in the clear for drinking,
right? Well, not according to Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575), who wrote
(:27yn N"IN V" IW):

If one wants to drink many cups, he ~ NN> NINY7 N¥' ON

has permission to do so. Nevertheless, T2 'lw1n nion

it's not appropriate to drink between N7W N7 NI N"NI

the first and second cups, if there's no 1IUNT 2 NINY7

great need, so that he won't get drunk ~ I¥7 N7 DN 7

and be prevented from performing DN N7 T 71

the Seder and the reading of the qT0N 'IWV7Nn VN

Hagada. NN NN

This assertion that it is not appropriate to drink between these first
two cups is interesting, although he qualifies this assertion by saying
“unless there is a great need” - what constitutes a great need is
unclear. However, what is clear is the reasoning he provides, which is
in order to not get drunk, which would prevent one from
accomplishing the prime elements of the Seder, which is the whole
reason for the occasion.

Seemingly pushing back on Rabbi Karo, albeit without naming him,
Rabbi Yoel Sirkis (1561-1640) wrote ('N:'1:3’un 0N NIIN ,N"]):

And if he wants to drink, he can drink NINYY NN ONI
even many, he has permissiontodo |12 niwnn nnd "ox

Rabbi Ya'akov ben Asher (1270-1340) n"wni nne' 'a7
wrote [in the Tur] that “one can drink, 7107127 2N
even many, since it will not intoxicate.” nn> 179N NINYY7
And similarly has Rabbi Mordekhai ben dwn 18w InNN

Hillel HaKohen (1250-1298) written. NI DTINA DI
And he wrote further that, between the 17 'N)2ATTIV
first and second cups, there is a mitzvah ~ XJ'Nmanixn
aspect to such drinking a lot, since it Na1n NNy
generates hunger and one may 7ON' I nNT
enjoyably eat matzah, which is notasis N7TI12aN'N7 N¥N
written in the Kol Bo. 1'722w"d

This is such a fascinating response by Rabbi Sirkis, who not only
martials multiple medieval rabbis to support his position, but even
provides the brilliant opinion of Rabbi HaKohen (popularly known as
the Mordekhai) that, based upon a statement of Rava (280-352) that
drinking wine boosts his appetite (Pesahim 107b).

Another aspect to consider regarding not drinking between these cups
is the liturgical issue, as Rabbi Kagan summarizes (2:3’vn n>7n 1IN2):

If he poured the cup and began to expound 7'NNnI DIDN AN ON
upon the haggadah, one is not permitted to ~ nTN2 "7V WINT7
interrupt in the middle of it, which is what j7'09N7 'NYN 1IN

Rabbi Moses ben Nahman (1194-1270) 1"2n1N 2" yynNa
wrote; and similarly wrote Rabbi Nissim 1" 2" mnwna
ben Reuven of Girona (1290-1376). And it's TV IM2Tn vnwnl
further inferable from his words that even N7 I7'9NT NI
if one had not yet begun the haggadah, just nmn2 1"V '7'"NNN
simply that they had poured the cup and 1'2N1 0D ATNY 7N
prepared to say the haggadah, that would  nTan NMN7 INxY
also be forbidden. But Rabbi Zerahiah ben ‘7U21 1ION D"
Isaac ha-Levi Gerondi (1115-1186) 721NN NN
permitted in all of these situations. And Q72 'DInn 3"J1 il
similarly have the Tosafists written thatitis IN'7702Nj7ITT2"]7
specifically with Hallel or the blessing of 11782 IWN ND>112
asher ga'alnu that it is prohibited (Pes. DND 12NNNI 1IN
103b). But Rabbi Karo categorically writes NyT 'N Vol
according to what Rabbi Moses ben 1'V7 I7'ON11"2nN
Nahman wrote, even for a mitzvah cup.... nixn 7w oD

Seemingly, Rabbi Karo was concerned, both for the intoxication
aspect, but also for interrupting a liturgical aspect. It seems that Rabbi
Moses ben Nahman and Rabbi Karo viewed Maggid as an entire section
to itself that needs to be devoid of interruptions from a liturgical
standpoint. However, the other viewpoint on this matter, as
articulated by the Tosafists pointed out, is that we are concerned with
the blessings being interrupted, but not the storytelling. Even further,
it should be pointed out, this evening is one of storytelling over wine -
how could we best engage with storytelling over wine if we are not
drinking wine during the storytelling?

so, which derives from a mishnah that niopn 2 ow nawn

between these cups if one wantsto  mnwy ny1 ON 1770 New Episode Conclusion
drink, he can drink between th‘e third wiw panne | Drinking Between Glasses of | As we look forward to drinking our four
and the fourth, he shall not drink, etc. 1A K7 V27 | Wine at the Passover Seder | cups of wine at the Passover Seder, there
And Rabbi Samuel ben Meir (1085- NTUNT D207 IndI is also room for drinking between these
1158) wrote that "in the Yerushalmi 2127M7wn statutorily minimum cups, especially
that between the third and fourth ! N7 W ? ? ? ’

e T MW N7 W7 : . : between cups one and two, as well as two
cups, one should not drinkiin order N7 IMTONY! N7 and three. While we are not supposed to

not to get drunk, since one would not  yn 770 nm7 1xn
be able to say Hallel, since post-meal  own 1 NN
wine intoxicates, but what one drinks  pTIj7 nnww nn 72N
prior to the meal does not intoxicate; INJITRN M2 N7
therefore, even between the first two  ~own 1 Ji1nn 197
cups, one can drink." As to what TURY 2N PTN

For more on this topic, check out thel the possibility that one could extend one’s
newest episode of The Jewish drinking of the third cups. Either way, | am
Drinking Show, which is available on | wishing you a joyous and celebratory
YouTube and podcast platforms Passover.
JewishDrinking.com/Between4Cups

EPISODE #1584 drink between cups three and four, there is

L’chaim ¥

If you are, or know of someone, who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance abuse, there are

resources out there to help: JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse



