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The Blessing of a Lengthy Grape Harvest
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

Kicking-off our parashah is a blessing, which includes - yes - grapes [for N

wine] (Lev. 26:3-5):
If you follow My laws and faithfully 1270 'M7N2 0N
observe My commandments, | will NN NixNTINI
grant your rains in their season, so AN DN DN'WYI

that the earth shall yield its produce NN Dpava DML
and the trees of the field their fruit. nJwn Yy nH2 yIND
Your threshing shall overtake the 027 2wnl :ino 1
vintage, and your vintage shall VY VNN YT
overtake the sowing; you shall eat DA7ONI VTN g
your fill of bread and dwell securely DR vab7 Donny
in your land. DY N2 NVYY

This verb 1¥a that describes harvesting grapes may not seem that
familiar to us, as it does not appear that frequently, as it appeared for
the first time in last week's Torah portion (Lev. 25:5 & 25:11), appears
here, with one further appearance in the Torah being Deuteronomy

Rashi’s Clearer Articulation of the Midrashic Description

24:21. (It also appears eight times subsequently in the Bible: Judges 8:2  While there is some ambiguity with this description, Rabbi Shlomo
& 9:27; Isaiah 24:13 & 32:10; Jeremiah 6:9, 48:32, & 49:9; Ovadiah 5;and ~ Yitzhaki (1040-1105) (popularly known as Rashi) further explains it ("en

Mikhah 7:1.) N2 NN WIT 0D7 RN1N"T N0 N7 TV):
This means that there will be plenty of  ,n27n v 8w
Midrashic Description threshing-work so that you will be busy Ty ia D'ji7i0y DNNI
In considering this verse, a midrash describes it (TN 719 ,Mj7IN2 ,N190): with it till the vintage, and with the 3,10
" . . " vintage you will be busy till the time of NVY TV 1j70VUn
And your threshing will reach the NN W'T 027 2wnl sowing s
vintage" - that you will be engaged in NNy - " ’ e
threshing when the vintage (season) TV ¥'T1 0710V Rashi’s addition of one word (n11n), describing it as there being plenty
arrives. DA RYBLY) means there will be a lot of both the grains-harvesting, as well as the
"and the vintage will reach the sowing" - - "viTnNaw 1Nal" grapes-harvesting, avoiding an ambiguity in the midrash, as Rabbi
You will be engaged in harvesting the 7'¥12 D'f7I0V NN Yehudah Loew ben Bezalel (1512-1609) describes Rashi’s comment as
vintage when the sowing (season) arrives. VTN VI TU providing a helpful direction (nann wrn NOW DT /N:17D K717V NN D):

Not that the grains would not cook NNIANN NN N7
and it would delay the harvesting NN N7wIAN NI'N

until the grape harvest, which (wrTn) TV [wrn]
would be a curse and not a N71 0777 1w, Nan
blessing. non

19th Century Further Articulations
Moving beyond Rashi, a couple of 19th century rabbis provided more
fully fleshed out articulations of this blessing, beginning with Rabbi
Isaac Samuel Reggio (1784-1855), who wrote (N1j7'1 ,n1iNn 7V 1"wr 1IN2
N NT S Nm):

Enjoy crazy price cuts
on 50+ white and rosé
wines for Shavuot

Corresponding to “and the tree of N NTYN YV T

the field will give its fruit” (Lev. NAD MY 1Mo

- AT * P ), Y 26:4), so that the fruits of the tree 2 717NN

With Shavuot on the horizon, you may be looking to find some will be so numerous that the grape ¥ ,NIANN
appropriate and refreshing wines to elevate your holiday harvest that is at the end of summer 70 9102 NInY
experience. If you need a discount on wines, go to will approach and reach the seed NIV Ui

time that is in winter. 1IN NI VT

JewishDrinking.com and click on the KosherWine.com discount
logo and you get $15 off orders of $200 or more.
Disclosure: Jewish Drinking, Inc. may receive affiliate commission on
qualifying purchases.
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In other words, there will be harvesting of not only the grains, but also
the tree fruits, as well.

{continued on next page}

tradition, history, practice, and more in order to enrich people's lives.




If you are, or know of someone, who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance abuse, there are

resources out there to help: JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse

{from previous page}
A more fully articulated description is provided by Rabbi Meir Leibush
ben Yehiel Mikhel Weisser (1809-1879) (popularly known as Malbim),
who wrote ('¥2 NN ©/T D27 AWl 0" T,/1 ' M{j7IN2 ,N1j7'1 7V 0™27N):
NNANN T
I'NN 10’12 N¥j7IN
N7 TV N2 0710V
NINY 010N NINa
17N y'i7n q1oa
.27 NNIANN

The threshing of the harvest: you
will be busy with the threshing of
the grain that is harvested in Nisan
(in the spring) until the time in the
grape-harvesting of the vineyard,
which is at the end of summer

from the abundance of grain and 0'21VN ¥ ]I
the blessing. And the grape 7T TV NN
harvest will be extended until seed N7 NNT 7321 .V1MN
time. Even so, you will not need to 12177 1D70N8N
increase the grain because you will 17280 D nNIANN
eat to your fill and the blessing will mwn Va7
be in your belly. D'V'Na Nd1aNn

Conclusion

As we read of these descriptions, it results in a seemingly continuous
cycle, beginning with a bountiful harvest of grains in the spring that
results in a multi-month grain-threshing cycle that takes us all the way
to the grapes-harvesting in the late summer that is so bountiful that
processing all of these grapes into wine takes us into the seed-planting
for the grains in the winter. The bottom line of this blessing is that
there will be a lot of food to eat and, of course, a lot of wine to drink.

L’chaim ¥

With Shavuot only a week and a half away, it is now around the corner.
With Shavuot only a
week and a half
away, it is now
around the corner.
As we prepare to
celebrate this
holiday, one aspect
you may consider is
that of drinking
beer. Beer?

Beer on
Shavuot

Yes, beer. Years ago, Rabbi Yonah Bookstein composed an essay, “Why
| Drink Beer On Shavuot” in the Jewish Journal (subsequently re-
posted on HuffPost), in which he writes:
While conducting some research on Shavuot a few years back,
| came across an important footnote in the Netei Gavriel, a
encyclopedic series of books on Jewish laws and customs. The
Netei Gavriel, amid discussions of customs and practices
around Shavuot — eating dairy food, decorating the shul with
plants, flowers and grass — mentions the custom of having a
keg of beer at synagogue for Shavuot. Yes, a keg of beer.
Later in the essay, he writes:
In the middle ages, a tradition arose in Eastern Europe, based
on this Rashi, to have a barrel of beer in the synagogue, when
Jews stay up all night and study until dawn to remember the
giving of the Torah.
Someone recently asked me last year about these sources, so | looked
into it, yielding that Rabbi Gavriel Zinner wrote (1: 7822 'W01): In his
footnote to that line, he writes:
There are some who are accustomed N7 a0 v
to drink beer on the night of Shavuot niviaw ‘771 Dw

Drunken Land?

Rabbi Drew Kaplan
In describing the words towards the outset of our Torah portion, the
sages provided a curious description of the level of rain (Ta'anit 22b-

23a):
The Sages taught: “Then | will give

your rains in their season” (Lev.

26:4) - Neither drunk nor thirsty;

rather, a medium amount.

For as long as the rains are

abundant, they muddy the land,

and it does not give out its

produce.

Alternatively, “In their season” -

on Tuesday nights and on Friday 7'721 nilynN 1772

nights. Jinaw
While this publication usually considers drinking within the scope of
humans, creatures, and even the Divine, considering an inanimate
object as being drunk is certainly a first in these pages. While the sages
are clearly using poetic license to describe the levels of rain being
provided to the land, it is, nevertheless, not an obvious terminology to
use with regards to providing rain to land for crops. One wonders about
how much this is a lens through which to view human drinking: of those
who are sober at the moment, those who are drunk at the moment, and
those who are drinking some in the moment, yet fitting into neither of

those categories. .
L’chaim¥
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The Custom of Drinking Beer on Shavuot

In his footnote to that line, he writes:

Rabbi Shmuel Greenberger wrote niN7Nn n”iwa
(Responsa Fragrant Blends (§15): (Aunvar) omea
“It was mentioned at the time of and> 1”0 o
water-pouring through Rabbi 7N NV NI
Mordechai Yehudah Leib Winkler MmN T 7V 0n

(1844-1932), may his memory
protect us, author of Mordechai’s
Garments, that he was particular
about preserving old customs so
that they would not be lost,
heaven forbid. One time, the
manager of a synagogue had not
prepared beer for the night of
Shavuot as they had practiced in NIy NINNT7 0N
years past. He then commanded 127w 1'TN'n 7V
his students that they should bring nniIIN2N7 DNxVa
back beer for themselves, as he 1D NN 78 NN
said that Jewish customs are no>0N1 WD "N
Torah, referencing Rashi’s TNV N”9 97Ny
commentary on Shabbat 88athat 1NN DN"7V N9D N

WI27 7va 770N
17V 12 13N27 12 TIN
NN 737V g
wN 701N' N7W
N7 NNN DYS DI7WI
7’21 NN N

7'7 7V 1DOW NO1DN
7w 1IN0 NIvay

God cupped the children of Israel N - N
within Mt. Sinai - that it’s a 11)'7'0nY N"11j7
reference to a beer barrel.” 1M2T IND TV DY

While we don’t typically see this custom practiced in our synagogues
of having kegs of beer there to enjoy, it is certainly a lovely way of
incorporating beer into one of our holidays. While you may now be
considering tapping a keg of beer for your Shavuot enjoyment,
perhaps you may still end up enjoying beer over the holiday.

L’chaimi
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