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Drinking Manna?
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

While we typically think of manna as a food item to consume, there
seems to be the possibility that it might be somewhat drinkable, when

we read of its description in this week’s Torah portion (Num. 11:7-8): v "‘ -

Now the man was like coriander seed, NID TV AN »

and in color it was like bdellium. The  {oW :n'71an w2 i .

people would go about and gather it, 11NV110{771 DV

grind it between millstones or pound  N>TR2D>TiNDN2

itin a mortar, boil it in a pot, and INN Y1 W92 17w

make it into cakes. It tasted like rich inVL 'l Niay

cream. N TY7 DYLd

It would seem to taste like rich cream, but was it drinkable?

Midrash on Drinkability

According to one midrashic description, it would seem that manna was
drinkable (Midrash Tanhuma (Buber) Beshallah 22:1):

The peoples of the world were not able 171> 'n X7 D71V NININ

to taste it because in their mouths it D'91 Ny ,1IN DIVOY7

became like bitter wormwood. What 0wy I'n nni ,)n 110 . i

did they do? They caught a deer that NNIY NP N I I P i : /; 5
had drunk of it, and they took from it a Invon 1NN Nuior,nn While this midrash does not depict a person drinking the manna, it still is
taste of manna. Then they said: MUNDANIN LN 7Y depicted as drinkable, albeit by an animal. While it is unclear where this
"Blessed be the nation which has this." 1720w deer chanced upon this manna - perhaps some excess manna? - this

| midrash positions these gentile nations as seeking to taste some of this
KOSHERWINE ’ manna from the deer somehow (maybe by eating of the deer’s meat or

even from its stomach?). Curiously, the unmediated manna is described
as very bitter for the gentiles, yet, through the deer’s drinking of the
manna, they are able to consume the deer through which they are able
to enjoy the taste of manna. Through this tasting, they realize how much
of adelicacy itis.

One question that remains, though, is how did this deer drink the
manna?

Midrash on Manna as a Beverage
| was thinking the manna that the deer drank had been some leftover
manna from some of our ancestors that they had melted down, yet,
there is another midrash that describes the provision of manna in
drinkable form (Midrash Tanhuma (Buber) Beshallah 21:1):

Zavdi ben Levi said: "Two N ANN 712 Tan

thousand cubits (of manna) T ' NN 097N

Celebra te With America’s came down each day and nn1,0r o1 NN
Best Wines remained for four hours. As soon YIIN TV TNIY

A TH The treasures of New York, as the sun rose over it, it melted NN I NIve
Calfemignoreocniaivestington and became countless torrents ' I'7V NNA wNwn
State await you

With July 4th on the horizon, you may be looking to find some as it flooded and ran down. 0'7n1 NI 71013

. . . . For whom is it destined now? For , 71" qowi 0'7N1

appropriate and refreshing wines to elevate your celebration of the righteous in the age to come. J7Inn nn N

America. If you need a discount on wines, go to Whoever believes has the right DI7ITNT DY

JewishDrinking.com and click on the KosherWine.com discount to eat of it, but whoever does NINW M ,NIN D71V

logo and you get $15 off orders of $200 or more. not believe, 'may not look upon 72INI N2IT NN

Disclosure: Jewish Drinking, Inc. may receive affiliate commission on the streams, [the torrential 1R '01,1NN
qualifying purchases. {continued on next page}
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rivers of honey and cream]' N1 7N 'NNN
(Job 20.17). ,(T' 2 2I'N) ' N7
As soon as it ran down in T Y I
rivers, the peoples of the NININ I'N 0'7N12
world came to drink from it; NINY7 1'N2 071VN
but it became wormwood and NWY1 NINL,IINN
gallin their mouths, as stated, ,NIY7I A 0N'91
'Now the manna was like T2 V11D 1NN NNy
bitter seed' (Num. 11.7). .(1N'11TN) "M NIN
For Israel, however, the NWY1'78IW'7 72N
manna became honey within ,&27 0N )In
their mouths, just as it says, INVOI TNINY DY
'[and its taste was] like wafers YATA N'N'OND
in honey' (Ex. 16.31)." .(N710 NINW)

As Zavdi ben Levi describes it, the manna was provided in a solid form,
yet the sun melted it in such a massive quantity that there were manna
rivers coursing through the desert(!), thus enabling deer to then drink
from this manna river. Also, as he describes it, instead of the gentiles
eating the manna, they, too, drank from this manna river. However,
whereas the deer drank from it without problem, when the peoples of
the world drank from this manna river, it was not only the bitterness of
the wormwood they tasted, but also bile, both of which are not
enjoyable to taste.

Another drinkable aspect of this manna, according to Zavdi ben Levi is
the turning of the manna into honey in the Israelites’ mouths, which is

A . flour, oil, and honey...‘ (Ez. RPIRYaR (R1al]] n710
quasi-drinkable. 16.19). (01 70 ING7ITY)
Midrash on Manna Tasting Differently According to Age Each and everyone tasted it AIn TN TAN 7D
This difference in taste of the manna according to identity is not unique actl:Qrd.mg to his physical ,IN2 197121 OVI0
to Zavdi ben Levi, as we read of yet another midrash (Midrash Tanhuma ability: . anmranYn
(Buber) Beshallah 22:1 (cf. also Yoma 75b)): Whomever was_actlve went ;TN N 07701 RN
. . . . out and gathered it from the DV INN' INNIY
Rabbi Yossi bar Hanina said: N2'1N 1201 NN field, as stated, 'And the people (170 NINW) 10771
"The babies who tasted it were  DVIV |j7TNW DWD N7 shall go out to gather' (Ex. 16.4). ’l,n 09190
not like the old people who '"VI0 NI7IINN 1IN Those who were fairly DNMAR NNDY7 NN
tasted it. JIMIN <active> went out to their tent J[ooi77ni]
How? 718 doors [to gather]. N 0'7NVUNI
To the babies, it had the I'N NI7IINN And the lazy lay down, JowIDI 0N P¥aN
taste of milk, as stated, 'And it Ovo IMIN 'NYI0 stretched out their hands, and N _m,’ NIn1 O
tasted like rich cream' (Num. NNENNaY 27N it came down right into their SUNINNIY DA
11.8); T&7 0V0D INVO hands, as it is said, 'Whenthe  nwnw) 'm 20n MW
to the youths, it tasted like (N ~N'127TN2) )NwN layer of dew had gone up..." (Ex. [oooNN 711 (7
honey, as stated, 'and its taste I'n oninanl 16.14)." QW)
was like wafers in honey' (Ex. ,U2TD 12 1'nVI0 )

While this midrash does not describe manna as drinkable or

16.3t1c)),the old people, it tasted  Tun) J;]:JD;F?I;;E; neces.sa}rily as a beverage, it (.:Ioes‘ seem that Rabbi Yossi bar H‘.amina.is
like bread. as stated :Behold | (N7 10 describing the manna as tasting like honey for the youth and like milk
o ’ ’ ! for babies, so, perhaps, it may have been consumed in drinkable form.
will rain down bread from the 12)MyI0 0IFmI
heavens for you' (Ex. 16.4); 1120 NN ,ON7D .
to the sick, it tasted like J1 07 D37 10NN Conclusion
fine flour mixed with oil and ,(TDw ow) Dmwn While we don’t typically consider manna to be related to drinking,
honey, like barley grits, which  1nuIv A A7INNI rabbis midrashically described manna as not only meltable, but
they make for one who is sick, ~ Jawa27wNA N'7100 drinkable in this melted form. While our ancestors could melt down
as it is said, 'They boiled it in a I7 100D ,waTI the manna, it was also meltable in the sun and in such volume that,
pot' (Num. 11.8). ,N71707 (Wi through the bountifulness of these manna rivers, even animals drank
And where is it shown that it 11191 17¥a1 INNIY from them. Moreover, there was a changing flavor profile of this
had the taste of fine flour and (N N 12TNA) manna, according to one’s demographic, whether tasting bitter and/or
honey? DVL A N ANl of bile for gentiles, or sweet like honey for our ancestors. Wishing you
Where it is stated, 'Also my NN ,wATI N7I0 a Shabbat of enjoyable drinking!
bread, which | gave you: fine 17 'MN1 N INNY7I L’chaim Y
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