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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life

Moabitesses Using Ammonite Wine for Seduction
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

Towards the end of our parashah, we read of the following brief story
(Num. 25:1-3):
While Israel was staying at Shittim,
the nation profaned themselves by
fornicating with the daughters of
Moab, (2) who invited the nation to
the sacrifices for their god. The
nation partook of them and
worshiped that god. (3) Thus Israel
attached itself to Baal-peor, and
The LORD was incensed with Israel.  7xwa 'n oy
While reading this brief story, which is followed by negative
consequences, it is easy to consider the first verse as we can simply
imagine them being led astray by certain desires, which then led to the
idolatry in the second verse, leading to God’s immense anger at them in
the third verse. Yet, our tradition has a midrash that does not imagine
this story to be so simple. Otherwise, wouldn’t women from other
nations have caused these men to be led astray? Why them?
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Midrash

A commonly recurring midrash found in multiple works is the following

(Sifrei Bamidbar 131:2):
"They came and sat in Shittim" (Num.
25:1) - in the place of straying. At that
time, Ammonites and Moabites arose and
built markets for themselves from Beth
HaYeshimoth until Har HaShaleg, where
they installed harlots, old ones outside
and young ones within, who sold flaxen
garments. And Israel ate and drank.
At that time, a man would go out for
leisure and seek to buy something from
the old one, she would offer it to him at
cost, whereupon the young one would
call out to him from within, saying "Come
and buy it for less," and he did so. The
same, the next day and the day after. The
third day, she would say to him "Come
inside and pick for yourself — you're like
one of the family." He obliged.
The pitcher near her was full of
Ammonite wine, the wine of gentiles
having not yet been forbidden to
Israelites. She would say to him: "Would
you like to drink some wine?" He obliged, 0’117 12" TONI N7
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He: "Can | bow down to idolatry?"
She: "What difference does it make
to you? I am only asking that you
bare yourself before him." (The
sages ruled that baring oneself to
Peor is its mode of worship.)

The wine burned in him and he said
"Consent to me."

She: "If you want me to consent to
you, 'veer off' from the Torah of
Moses."

And he did so, as it is written, "They
veered off to shame (i.e., to
idolatry); and they became
detestable (to Me) in loving (the
daughters of Moav)" (Hoshea
10:10).

In the end, they reverted to (their
practice of) making idolatrous
banquets for them to which they
invited them, as it is written, "And
they (the Moavite women) called
the people to the sacrifices of their
gods, etc." (Num. 25:2).

Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua says:
"Just as a nail cannot be removed
from a door without wood, so, too
Israel cannot leave Peor without
souls."
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As you can see from this midrash, wine is involved. The function of the
wine is to serve as a way of causing the men to loosen up and foster
sexual desire, with the Moabitesses around. However, instead of this
midrash describing these economic encounters that lead to sexual
liaisons that could lead to intimate connections that would possibly
lead to the Moabitesses to coax the men to idolatry, it positions the
daughters of Moab as conditionalizing the sexual encounter upon the
idolatrous consent.

While there is hesitancy by the men, they are convinced that all they
have to do is to become naked, which it seems they were already
planning on doing, yet the wine returns to the story once again to
catalyze this activity. While there was some intrigue while shopping,
what catalyzes the fornication followed by idolatry on the men’s part is
this Ammonite wine. Furthermore, it is fascinating to read of the
parenthetical historical comment that this story took place prior to the
sages forbidding gentile wine.

In this telling, while we do not understand the motivation of the
Moabitesses, aside from getting these men to worship their gods,
perhaps there is something more going on.
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rather than mere nakedness. Moreover, the push for him to deny the
Torah is another addition here. While we do not read of a fascinating
description of this Ammonite wine in this midrash as we had in the
Yerushalmi, it yet again plays a pivotal part in this move for these men
to seek out pleasure with these women.

For more on the topic of
this midrash, you can
check out the Ammonite
Wine Midrash episode of
The Jewish Drinking

Show, featuring Rabbi | . ! I )
ch l a While the abrupt narrative concerning our ancestors fornicating with
Reuven aim Klein. the daughters of Moab speaks of this fornicating followed by idolatry,
The episode is available on YouTu be and wherever you  our sages viewed this story as having been lubricated by wine. While it’s
prefer listening to podcasts, as well as at not clear why this wine comes from Ammon. it is definitely curious....

JewishDrinking.com/AmmoniteWine L’chaim¥Y
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