Some Key Jewish Drinking Texts
Collated by Rabbi Drew Kaplan

Psalms 104:15

And wine makes human hearts glad, making
the face brighter than oil, and bread satiates

the human heart.

Ecclesiastes 7:2

It is better to go to a mourning-house, than to go

to a drinking-house; for that is the end of all
people, and the living will lay it to his heart.

Ecclesiastes 10:19
Bread is made for laughter, and wine

gladdens life; and money answers everything.

Proverbs 31:6
Give beer to the one who is perishing,
and wine to those in bitter distress.

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Eruvin 65b
Rabbi lla’ai said: “With three things can a
person be recognized: with his cup, with his
pocket, and with his anger.”

And some say, “Even with his laughter.”

Mishnah Sanhedrin 8:5
Wine and sleep of the wicked benefit
themselves and the world;
of the righteous, it’s bad for them and bad
for the world
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