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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life

Grapes, Wine, and Blessings
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

In the course of reading this week’s Torah portion, we read of an
agricultural blessing specifying seven species of the land of Israel (Deut.
8:7-10):

Medieval Formulations
A helpful and straightforward articulation about this ordering of blessing
of these products is provided by Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1138-1204)
(popularly known as Rambam and Maimonides), where he wrote (Mishneh
Torah, Blessings 8:13):
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A subsequent medieval rabbi, Rabbi Ya'akov ben Asher (1270-1340),
provides not only a similar, straightforward articulation, but also includes
a mention of not just grapes, but wine (Tur OH 211):
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following the first mention of the word
"land". Similarly, date-honey takes
precedence over grapes/vines, which is
the second word following the latter
mention of the word "land", whereas
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fruit of the tree", but if one made wine
from these grapes, the blessing for which
is "Blessed...Creator of the fruit of the
vine", then since it specifies the vine, it is
significant and its being blessed over
takes precedence over date-honey, as
well as taking precedence over saying
the blessing over olives, which is the first
word following the latter mention of the
word "land" in the verse, since the
blessing over the wine is significant and
takes precedence, whether the pre-
consumption blessing or the post-
consumption blessing, since it includes
the blessing over the wine along with the
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New Eplsode

The newest episode of The
Jewish Drinking Show is now
out, ending the summer
publishing break. Episode 156
features Nadav Jesselson of
Anava Vineyards, Israel’s first
vineyard-as-a-service.

Shot on location at the
vineyards in the Judean
foothills, the episode is
available on YouTube, Spotify,
Apple Podcasts, or wherever
else you enjoy listening to
podcasts, as well as at
JewishDrinking.com/Anava
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Rabbi Ya’akov ben Asher’s quoting of the late 13th century Rabbi
Peretz ben Elijah of Corbeil provides a fascinating novelty: whereas
eating grapes would typically follow after consuming dates or date-
honey, when grapes are transformed into wine, the blessing over the
wine advances over that of the dates/date-honey(!).

Shulhan Arukh and Beyond
In his succinct formulation of the blessing order in his Shulhan Arukh,
Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575) does not mention anything distinct
about wine (OH 211:4):

Every food that precedes in the
verse "a land of wheat, barley..."
' precedes in order of blessing. And
the final "land" interrupts the matter
/4 of everything close to it is more
4 important than what is further away
from the first "land". Therefore,
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Yet, his Ashkenazi contemporary, Rabbi Moshe Isserles (15630-1572),
does write about wine advancing the blessing of grapes in the order
(gloss on OH 211:4):

And this is specifically when one eats
grapes as they are. But if one made
wine from grapes, upon which one
blesses "Creator of the fruits of the
vine", one proceeds to bless upon it
first. But a cooked/baked good made
from the five grains is more
important than the blessing over
wine. Everything that is said close to
.ne first land precedes what is said
close to the latter "land", since itis ~ INN7 NIN2 YIN7 IND
equivalent to its closeness to "land".  yaN7 nd>'noa 17 niwy
Moving beyond eating, Rabbi Menahem Mendel ben Meshullam
Auerbakh (1620-1689) considers other activities with these items
(2:N"M 0N NIIN YNV IN7IW 7V D1j71 NNVY):
If they brought in front of someone
wine to drink and good oil to smell,
one should grab the wine in his right
hand, blessing upon it, and then,
afterwards, blessing upon the oil.
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In addition to quoting Rabbi Ya’akov ben Asher’s quoting of Rabbi
Peretz ben Elijah of Corbeil, Rabbi Auerbakh considers the precedence
of drinking wine over smelling olive oil.

Conclusion

he verse in our Torah portion that mentions the blessing of the land of
Israel with these seven species not only provides examples of produce
bounty, but, as our sages saw it, a specific prescription for ordering
blessings over fruits and other produce in our lives. We further see
that the vinification of grapes advances the blessing over this grape
product over all of the other fruit mentioned in the verse provides a
“blessing bump” in order, reflecting a significance in Judaism that wine
is an improvement upon the base product, grapes.
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