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Tithing, Beer, and More
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

In this week’s Torah portion, we find the following prescriptive
commandment concerning wine (Deut. 14:22-23):

Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life

(22) You shall set aside every year a
tenth part of all the yield of your
sowing that is brought from the field.
(23) You shall consume the tithes of
your new grain and wine and oil, and
the firstlings of your herds and flocks,
in the presence of The LORD, your
God, in the place where [God] will
choose to establish the divine name,
so that you may learn to revere The
LORD, your God forever.

אֵ֖ת ר  שֵּׂ֔  עַ שֵּׂ֣ר תְּ   עַ
צֵ֥א יֹּ  עֶ֑ךָ הַ  אַ֣ת זַרְ וּ ב ל־תְּ כׇּ
נָֽה׃ )כג(  שָׁ נָ֥ה   שָׁ דֶ֖ה   שָּׂ  הַ

נֵ֣י ׀ ה'  פְ תָּ֞ לִ   לְ כַ וְאָ
ק֣וֹם  מָּ  לֹקךָ בַּ  אֱ

מ֣וֹ שְׁ כֵּ֣ן    שַׁ  ר֮ לְ חַ ר־יִבְ שֶׁ  אֲ
ךָ֙  גָֽנְ  שַׂ֤ר דְּ  עְ ם֒ מַ  שָׁ

כֹרֹ֥ת וּבְ ךָ  רֶ֔  הָ יִצְ ךָ֣ וְ  שְׁ  ירֹֽ תִּ
ן מַ֣עַ  נֶ֑ךָ לְ ךָ֖ וְצֹא  רְ קָ בְּ

ת־ה' אָ֛ה אֶ  יִרְ מַ֗ד לְ  לְ תִּ
מִֽים יָּ  ל־הַ לֹקיךָ כׇּ  אֱ

The Torah’s Beer-Drinking Prescriptive Commandment
This is already a fascinating prescriptive drinking commandment we are
to carry out: bringing, amongst other products, wine to drink in
Jerusalem. This is certainly a beautiful commandment in taking this
portion of one’s produce to Jerusalem and enjoying it, including drinking
one’s own wine there. However, such a journey is not feasible for all; as
such, there is an alternative option (Deut. 14:24-27):

Should the distance be too great
for you, should you be unable to
transport them, because the place
where The LORD, your God, has
chosen to establish the divine
name is far from you and because
The LORD, your God, has blessed

ךְ דֶּ֗רֶ  ךָ֜ הַ  מְּ בֶּ֨ה מִ  כִֽי־יִרְ וְ
וֹ֒ ת אֵ ל֮ שְׂ וּכַ לֹ֣א ת כִּ֣י 

וֹם ק֔ מָּ  ךָ֙ הַ  מְּ חַ֤ק מִ  כִּֽי־יִרְ
לֹקיךָ  ר֙ ה' אֱ  חַ שֶׁ֤ר יִבְ   אֲ

כִּ֥י שָׁ֑ם   וֹ  מ֖ שְׁ שׂ֥וּם   לָ
׃ )כה( לֹקיךָ  ךָ֖ ה' אֱ  כְ רֶ יְבָ

תָּ֤    רְ ף וְצַ כָּ֑סֶ   תָּ֖ה בַּ   וְנָתַ

As we encounter this commandment, we read of drinking not just wine in
Jerusalem, but beer, as well. What stands out for readers of this
publication is that this is not just a commandment concerning beer, it is
actually the first prescriptive beer-drinking commandment in the Torah(!).
We have read of proscriptive beer-drinking commandments (Lev. 10:9,
Num. 6:3) and of a libation prescription (Num. 28:7), but this
commandment is not only the Torah’s first prescriptive beer-drinking
commandment, but also the only prescriptive beer-drinking
commandment in the Torah(!). For the beer-drinkers amongst us, this
mitzvah is certainly noteworthy!

you,  (25) you may convert them
into money. Wrap up the money
and take it with you to the place
that The LORD, your God, has
chosen, (26) and spend the money
on anything you want—cattle,
sheep, wine, or beer, or anything
you may desire. And you shall feast
there, in the presence of The LORD,
your God, and rejoice with your
household. (27) But do not neglect
the [family of the] Levite in your
community, for he has no
hereditary portion as you have.

תָּ֙   כְ הָֽלַ ךָ֔ וְ יָ֣דְ  ף֙ בְּ  כֶּ֙סֶ    הַ
חַ֛ר  שֶׁ֥ר יִבְ   וֹם אֲ ק֔ מָּ  ל־הַ אֶ

׃ )כו( בּֽוֹ לֹקיךָ   ה' אֱ
ל֩ כֹ ף בְּ סֶ כֶּ֡  תָּ֣ה הַ   וְנָתַ
ךָ֜  שְׁ  וֶּ֨ה נַפְ  אַ ר־תְּ שֶׁ  אֲ
ן֙ יַּ֙יִ   וּבַ צֹּ֗אן    וּבַ קָ֣ר   בָּ בַּ
שֶׁ֥ר   כֹ֛ל אֲ  וּבְ ר  כָ֔ שֵּׁ   וּבַ

תָּ  כַ֣לְ  שֶׁ֑ךָ וְאָ   ךָ֖ נַפְ  לְ אָ שְׁ תִּֽ
לֹקיךָ  י֙ ה' אֱ  נֵ פְ שָּׁ֗ם לִ  

׃ תֶֽךָ י וּבֵ תָּ֥ה    תָּ֖ אַ   חְ מַ וְשָׂ
וִ֥י  לֵּ )כז( וְהַ

לֹ֣א יךָ  רֶ֖  עָ שְׁ  ר־בִּ שֶׁ  אֲ
ק חֵ֥לֶ וֹ  אֵ֥ין ל֛ כִּ֣י  וּ   בֶ֑נּ  זְ תַֽעַ

מָּֽךְ   ה עִ לָ֖ וְנַחֲ



If you are, or know of someone, who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance abuse, there are
resources out there to help: JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse
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L’chaim🍷

It was stated: Ben Bag Bag says: "‘You
shall spend the money for anything
you desire’ (Deut. 14:26) - A person
may buy a cow because of its hide, a
sheep because of its fleece, and wine
because of its pitcher.”

תָּ  ר וְנָתַ ג אוֹמֵ גְ בַּ ן בַּ י בֶּ נֵּ תַּ
וֶּה  אַ ר תְּ שֶׁ  ל־אֲ כָ ף בְּ סֶ כֶּ  הַ
ם דָ חַ הוּא אָ ךָ - לוֹקֵ שְׁ  נַפְ
הּ וְצֹאן י עוֹרָ נֵ פְּ  ה מִ רָ פָּ
נֵי פְּ  יַיִן מִ הּ וְ יזָתָ י גִ נֵ פְּ  מִ

. וֹ נּ קַ נְ קַ

In this version of Ben Bag Bag’s statement, we read of the
purchasability of wine jugs in addition to the wine, itself, with this
money, although we also encounter his expansion to include what is
known in Hebrew as תמד and in French as piquette, although the
Romans called it lora. This beverage is once the wine is pressed out,
leaving behind grape pomace, one then adds water to it; this yields
essentially wine-flavored water (or perhaps grape juice-flavored
water). It is not as sugary as grape juice/wine, but it is, nevertheless,
drinkable. What Ben Bag Bag is advocating for is the inclusion of this
beverage within the purchasability with these funds, albeit with the
condition that it can be made available for purchase only once it
begins to ferment. Why would he attach this condition to such a
purchase?

Since water is not available for purchasing with this money (Mishnah
Ma’aser Sheni 1:5), this beverage is effectively grape-flavored water,
which is invalid. Yet, once it ferments, developing alcohol content, it
may be purchased with this money and consumed as part of the
commandment (cf. Mishnah Ma’aser Sheni 1:3). Why would Ben Bag
Bag assert this innovation from the word “beer”? After all, why not get
excited about having a non-grape-based beverage? 

It seems that, as the early rabbis typically understood it, even though
they used the term שכר as beer in their own parlance, they interpreted
the term שכר in the Torah as “intoxicating wine” (cf. Sifra, Shemini 1:1,
Sifrei Bamidbar 23:1). As such, Ben Bag Bag would have expanded on
this term in a way to permit something that one would not consider
wine that was not initially alcoholic, but became that way. As such, he
innovated this permissibility of grape-flavored water becoming
alcoholic and, thereby, permissible for purchase as a part of this
commandment.

Conclusion
The Torah’s prescriptive commandment concerning bringing one’s
produce - including wine - to Jerusalem and enjoying it there, along
with eating one’s own delicious, grown food is certainly something to
celebrate and enjoy. Yet, the Torah also provides an alternative option
should it be too far for one to bring one’s produce up to Jerusalem,
allowing one to use a certain amount of money to use it towards one’s
own enjoyment of foods and beverages, including not only wine, but
also the Torah’s first (and only) prescriptive beer-drinking
commandment. This commandment concerning beer is understood by
Ben Bag Bag and subsequent rabbis as permitting not only the
availability of purchasing wine containers, but also even allowing for
he purchase of pomace-water/wine once it develops alcohol. 

Rabbinic Expansion of Purchasing Beverages
We also encounter a different version of this teaching of Ben Bag Bag
in the Babylonian Talmud (Eruvin 27b):

It was taught: Ben Bag Bag says: 
“‘On oxen’ - teaches that one
may buy an ox along with its
hide.
‘On sheep’ - teaches that one
may buy a sheep along with its
fleece.
‘On wine” - teaches that one may
buy wine along with its jug. 
‘On beer’ - teaches that one may
even buy lora/piquette from
when it ferments.”

ר: ג אוֹמֵ ג בַּ ן בַּ יָא, בֶּ נְ תַ
ד מֵּ  לַ ר״ — מְ קָ בָּ ״בַּ

ל גַּב ר עַ קָ ין בָּ חִ וֹקְ לּ שֶׁ
. עוֹרוֹ

ד מֵּ  לַ צֹּאן״ — מְ  וּבַ ״
ל גַּב ין צֹאן עַ חִ וֹקְ לּ שֶׁ

. הּ זָּתָ י גִּ
ין חִ וֹקְ לּ שֶׁ ד  מֵּ  לַ יַּיִן״ — מְ  וּבַ ״

. וֹ נּ קַ נְ ל גַּב קַ יַיִן עַ
ד מֵּ  לַ ר״ — מְ כָ שֵּׁ   וּבַ ״

ד מֶ תֶּ ין  חִ וֹקְ לּ שֶׁ
יץ. מִ חְ הֶ שֶּׁ   מִ

New Episode
The newest episode

of The Jewish
Drinking Show is
now out, with the

second consecutive
episode featuring

an Israeli winemaker
and vineyard.
Episode 157

features Amichai
Luria, the 

Rabbinic Expansion of Purchasing Containers
The rabbis took into consideration the experience of going to
Jerusalem and considering how to spend one’s money, including
vessels for containing such beverages, as we read of the expansive
innovation of a first-century sage (Talmud Yerushalmi, Ma'aser Sheni
1:2):

This is a very sensical expansion of the way in which one may use their
funds for purchasing items; after all, one doesn’t typically purchase
wine by the cup - one purchases the wine in a container. 

By the time the Mishnah is published, Ben Bag Bag’s expansive
innovation gets codified as (Mishnah Ma'aser Sheni 1:3):

[One who buys] sealed jars of wine in a
place where they were usually sold
sealed, the jars are available [for a
purchase with second tithing money].

קוֹם תוּמוֹת, מְ י יַיִן סְ דֵּ כַּ
כֹּר  מְ ן לִ כָּ  רְ דַּ שֶׁ

ן קַ נְ א קַ תוּמוֹת, יָצָ סְ
ין לִּ חֻ לְ

However, this expansiveness has limits, as we also read (Mishnah
Ma'aser Sheni 1:4):

[One who buys] open or sealed jars of
wine in a place where they are usually
sold open, the jars do not become
available [for a purchase with second
tithing money]

תוּחוֹת אוֹ פְּ י יַיִן  דֵּ כַּ
קוֹם תוּמוֹת, מְ סְ
ר כֵ מָּ  ן לִ כָּ  רְ דַּ שֶׁ

א לֹא יָצָ תוּחוֹת,  פְּ
ין לִּ חֻ ן לְ קַ נְ קַ

In this latter text, we read of the limits of the availability of the use of
funds to purchase drinking containers, owing to how the wine is meant
to be sold.

winemaker at Shiloh Winery.

Shot on location at the winery in Shiloh, the episode is available on
YouTube, Spotify, Apple Podcasts, or wherever else you enjoy listening

to podcasts, as well as at JewishDrinking.com/ShilohWinery


