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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

Wine-Libating Vessels?
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

As humans are created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27) and humans drink,
so, too, God drinks, thus, we have libations in our tradition. While the first
libation to God recorded in the Torah is when Jacob pours a libation to
God at Beth-El (Gen. 35:14), we do not read of God commanding libations...
at least until next week’s Torah portion. However, in this week’s Torah
portion, libations might be mentioned.

The Possibility for Libating Utensils
Before we get to God commanding libations in next week’s Torah portion,
perhaps God commands the creation of vessels for them, as we read (Ex.
25:29): DNN NPYN 1NV 207102 0! WK Y7 IR 191 1Yy Nyl

While this verse seems in Hebrew that it might potentially speak of
libating, how is it to be translated into English?

A Talmudic Description
According to a late third-century sage, this whole verse is in need of
description, as Rav Ketina understands this verse to state “And you shall
make its molds, its bowls, its four panels of gold, and its rods with which to
cover the bread” (Menahot 97a). In his understanding, these utensils, as
they are being mentioned with regards to the table for the showbread, are
intended to be for the purposes of the showbread. Moreover, the word 0!
is not about pouring/libating, but covering the showbread. According to
Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki (1040-1105), this covering is achieved through 7vw
NN72N7 N'7N 12 027N 200N 0N'7n “the rods cover the bread between the
hallah and its neighbor” (ODN7n NN N2 2000w 0" T,.1"Y NININ 7V '"eN).

Medieval Commentaries
By and large, Medieval Jewish
commentaries translated O’
as covering, such as Rabbi
Shlomo Yitzhaki (1040-1105)
and his grandson, Rabbi
Samuel ben Meir (1085-1158)
(see N"T ,0">:N"> NINW 7V "eN
112 0! MWN and Ninw 7V 0"avn
Imezne migipe AT ,0min,
respectively). However, Rabbi
% Yoseph ben Yitzhak Bekhor
Shor of Orléans (12th century)
understood O! in a libational
sense: DN2 D'INNAY DO'7D IMIY[7

: : _ NIY{j7 NNI2MDTD ON7n wI77 0M
|VJ|‘7‘7 n‘7|01 22 7V 0NN 1NN )'201N ' 01N "its keshot are vessels into

which they placed water to knead the bread, as it is written, 'and the
libation jugs' (Num. 4.7), that they libated/poured water from them onto
fine flour to knead it" (IMI2I MMV N'wyl 0"7T ,0"2:N"d NINY 1w 102
IMI7nt miwin).

While we read in his commentary that this is our first explicit articulation
that JO' can be meant in the sense of libation. What is curiously
ambiguous, however, is that the same verse that Rabbi Bekhor Shor used
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When to Drink on Purim?
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

As Purim approaches in a couple of weeks, one matter concerns when
one is supposed to eat and drink in celebration of the festival. We read
in the book of Esther that Purim is characterized as “nhnw| npwn n!
Days of drinking and celebration” (Est. 9:22), so we know that drinking is
certainly a component of the day.

Talmudic Timing
The guidance we read of in the Talmud concerning the timing of one’s
celebratory Purim meal is the following (Megillah 7b):
NTIVR 1N NN
N7'72 A7ONY DI
inain " Ny N7 —

Rava said: “One who eats the Purim
meal at night has not fulfilled his
obligation.”

According to Rava (280 - 352 CE), there seems to be an assumption that
one is enjoying a festive meal on Purim night, but that one should also
enjoy another festive Purim meal during the daytime, owing to Purim
being described as days of drinking and rejoicing.

The assumption that one enjoys the Purim celebratory meal at night is
evidenced in this story that occurred at the turn of the fifth century CE,
which illustrates some ambiguity around this question, even after Rava
made his statement (Megillah 7b (MS Munich 95)):
Rav Ashi was sitting before Rav M7 M NN 'WN N
Kahana and it grew dark, but the INN N71 N2 XNIND 2T

rabbis had not come. 1M
He said to him, “Why have the INN{7 N7 NNVL 'NN'7"'N
rabbis not come?” 1110
He said to him, “Maybe they are NTIVO1 1INV 'N'7'T7"N
busy with the Purim meal.” DnNIo

AWON NIN N7 7"N
NNIINA N'7D0'NYT
NN'77IN N7710 N71'7'N
NTIVO N2 'NNT N2T
N7 N'7'72 N'7ONY DNID
'NVL 'NN INAIN T RY!
nnnwi nnwn n

DN NI 'NR'7'N
IN7"N

1'IN'T V2N NN NIN

He said to him, “They were not able

to eat it at night?”

He said to him, “Does the master

not opine that of Rava’s, as Rava

said, ‘One who eats the Purim meal

at night has not fulfilled his

obligation. What is the reason?

“Days of drinking and celebration™?

He said to him, “Rava said that?”

He said to him, “Yes.”

He repeated it 40 times and it NINT NND Y7 N'NTI

became as if it rested in his pocket. nmona N
While Rav Kahana (who led the Pumbedita academy from 395 until 412
CE) clearly expected the opportunity to study with his fellow rabbis on
Purim day, it was through the sharing of Rav Ashi (352-427 CE) with him
the innovative teaching of Rava innovative teaching from the previous
century that one only fulfills one’s Purim-drinking and eating
requirement during the daytime. It would seem that Rav Kahana
assumed that everyone would be drinking at nighttime, but available
during the day, but had not yet encountered Rava’s teaching on this
matter, only to be informed by his student, Rav Ashi, concerning this
matter. This innovation to also celebrate during the daytime of Purim
seems to have spread slowly throughout the rabbinic networks, but
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is the exact same verse that Rabbi Yitzhaki used, so that verse remains
unclear as to how it should be used in relation to the verse in front of
us. Indeed, there seems to be some lacking in consensus amongst the
commentaries as to how the terms in this verse are to be translated
(see nINw 7V 1"anI N2 YOI TWN N7NI 0T L,0MNYD NINY 7V NITY AN
MYz N'wyl 0T ,0":n", as well as the 19th century ,n7a7n1 andn
11270 N"T,0"d:N"D NINY).

Contemporary Translations
With this aforementioned lack of consensus, when we look at
contemporary English translations of this verse, we see translations in
both directions, beginning with the non-libation understanding:

e “You shall make its dishes, its spoons, its shelving-tubes, and its
pillars, with which it shall be covered; of pure gold shall you make
them.” (Rabbi Nosson Scherman (Artscroll))

e "You shall make its bowls and its spoons and its tubes and its
supports with which it shall be covered. From pure gold you shall
make them." (Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz (Koren))

e “For [the table] make bread forms, incense bowls, and side frames,
as well as the half tubes that will serve as dividers [between the
loaves of bread]. All these shall be made of pure gold.” (Rabbi
Aryeh Kaplan (The Living Torah))

| must note that while Rabbi Steinsaltz’ version is actually translated
by someone else, it would seem the translation of his words
accurately reflect how he sees this verse, especially since both Rabbi
Steinsaltz and Rabbi Kaplan were Chabad rabbis, which may also have
been why they both understand 102 (0! WwN not in the sense of
libational purposes (even though their translations for each of the
items within the verse differ from one another).

While these aforementioned translations do not reflect anything to do
with libations, there are, however, others that specifically mention
libating:
¢ “And thou shalt make the dishes thereof, and the pans thereof, and
the jars thereof, and the bowls thereof, wherewith to pour out; of
pure gold shalt thou make them.” (Rabbi JH Hertz (Soncino))
e “Make its bowls, ladles, jars and jugs with which to offer libations;
make them of pure gold.” (NJPS)
e “You must also make, out of pure gold, its bowls, spoons, pitchers,
and jars for pouring libations.” (Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (Koren))

In this set of understandings, it seems that God is establishing that,
before one can pour/libate, one needs the appropriate vessels to do
so.

Conclusion

While up to and including our parashah, there has not yet been any
divine command to libate, we do encounter a verse in this week’s
Torah portion that could be interpreted/translated as using vessels
for libation, as we will read in next week’s Torah portion the command
to libate. Would it not make sense to provide a vessel for libation in
order to then libate therewith? However, there is some ambiguity, as
well as differing translations for the items in the verse, providing the
opening for multiple understandings of this verse. Either way, whether
these utensils are intended for libations, as it would seem, or for the
showbread table where they are mentioned, they are definitely meant
to be made of pure gold. If they are, indeed, meant for pouring wine
for God, however, golden wine-pouring vessels are certainly a stylish
and fancy way to provide wine for God. Perhaps this could inspire us,
since we are made in God’s image, to use well-appointed vessels for
our drinking.

L’chaim¥

What to Drink on Purim?
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

While readers of this publication might be well aware that drinking is a
felicitous and enhancing aspect of Purim, something that is not often
discussed is: What are we supposed to drink on Purim?

Bible

When we read the Book of Esther on Purim about the many drinking
parties and all the wine that has drunk during these stories, ultimately
they are described as “nnnwi npwn ' days of drinking and
festiveness” (Est. 9:22), but not necessarily specifically of wine-
drinking. When it comes to what to drink on Purim, it might seem that
the obvious choice would be wine. After all, any reader of the book of
Esther sees that there are multiple references to drinking wine,
especially the wine-drinking parties that Esther hosts which turns the
story on its head with regards to the fate of the Jews.

Talmud
When we read of Rava’s famous statement obligating getting drunk on
Purim (Megillah 7b), he curiously omits any reference to wine. While, on
the face of it, it may seem not noteworthy, Rava turns out to be the
biggest wine-lover of the Babylonian Talmud. That the Talmud’s
biggest wine-lover does not obligate one’s Purim-drinking to be
accomplished with wine is fascinatingly shocking. One wonders if Rava
was seeking to be pluralistic with regards to one’s beverage, especially
since he lived at a time and a place when beer-consumption was on the
rise amongst Jews. In fact, his student, Rav Pappa, was the Babylonian
Talmud’s greatest beer-brewer, which even leads to an amusing
moment in the Talmud where Rava acknowledges this difference
between them (Berakhot 44b). So, maybe Rava left open the possibility
for one to get drunk on Purim off of whichever beverage one preferred.

Medieval Rabbis

While we read of rabbis describing getting drunk during the medieval
era, none of them seem to specify that this getting drunk be done with
wine. Sure, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki (1040-1105) describes the Talmudic
passage as being done with wine ('nioax7 n"T ,7:2 7 Nn'7an 7v '"vN), but
that seems to be helping us understand what is going on in the text,
while Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1138-1204) may have only mentioned
wine (1702 N2IINI 172N NID7N ,NNIN Nawn), so as to clarify that one is
getting drunk on Purim, but not necessarily to exclude other
beverages.

Indeed, Rava’s statement gets quoted verbatim by Rabbi Yosef Karo
(1488-1575) in his Set Table (SA OH §695:2), lacking any specificity for
having to drink wine on Purim, allowing for other beverages to be
consumed on Purim. Moreover, the rabbis of the 16th-17th centuries
seem to also not particularly discuss what one is to drink on Purim,
seemingly being okay with whichever beverages one would like to
drink.
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ultimately made it so that there would be day-drinking on Purim.

Medieval Opinions
In his Beit Yosef (“Joseph’s House”), Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575)
rounds up a variety of Medieval considerations, beginning with the
following (2:n”¥N 0N NIIN ,OI' N1):

Rabbi Mordekhai ben Hillel HaKohen DTINN 2ND
(1250-1298) wrote, quoting Rabbi iatialalal
Eliezer ben Yoel HalLevi of Bonn (1140-  17'7 217 yxw
1225) that one needs to celebrate the nr (naw)
night and the day similarly regarding NNNF7TNNIT
reading the megillah, but the writer is nnn 1annni
baffled with his words. "7y

This is certainly an interesting interaction, as Rabbi Eliezer ben Yoel
HalLevi of Bonn advocates celebrating both evening and daytime of
Purim, which would neatly reflect both the story in the Talmud, as well
as Rava’s statement. However, Rabbi Mordekhai ben Hillel HaKohen
was not happy with this equivalence of both nighttime and daytime
celebrating of Purim. Continuing in this vein, Rabbi Karo quotes the
following (ibid.):

Rabbi Asher ben Yehiel (1250-1327) wrote YN 1"Nand
that they were accustomed to not eat meat w21 7IDN7 N7W 12NIY
at Purim night, in order not to cause people  N7w ' NINN N'7'72
to be confused and think that that meal was N AN 1Y0!
the main Purim celebratory meal. 0NIS NTIVO
From this quote, Rabbi Asher ben Yehiel celebrated Purim at nighttime
and daytime, yet differentiated the celebration by going meatless for the
night of Purim in order to ensure that people knew that the daytime meal
would be the main celebratory aspect. However, what is fascinating is
that it is not stated that the daytime meal is the main Purim celebratory
meal, just that one has not fully fulfilled one’s obligation to celebrate
Purim without a daytime celebration. While all of these commentators
agree that one is to have a Purim celebratory meal during the day,
although the nighttime is questionable, another matter that arises is
when during the day it should take place (ibid.):
Rabbi Israel Isserlin (1390-1460) wrote in |wTn NNINN2 2IND
his Terumat HaDeshen that most of the D071Vn 2N nDiny
Jewish world celebrate their main Purim  nTIVO 1j7'v niwy7
meal in the evening and continue until D0DwN1I NV 0NI9

the nighttime, with most of the meal aNIN7'70 TV M
taking place in the nighttime. And he N7'71 N'N NTIvon
provided a reason for doing so. n"ni 1277 DVL NI

Nevertheless, he wrote that he and his 12301 'mi27 XINW and>
rabbis held their main Purim celebratory nTIvOon 7'V NIwy7
meal during the morning. nnnea

With Purim around the corner (and Passover to follow), you may
be looking to get ready by purchasing wines. If you shop at
KosherWine.com, you can get a 5% discount by using the
RABBIDREW discount code.

(Disclosure: Jewish Drinking, Inc. may receive affiliate commission on qualifying
purchases.)

Add extra simcha to
your Purim celebrations
with exquisite wines!

{Purim timing continued from page 1}

While he does not quote the reasons for doing so, it may seem to be
that the common practice in the 15th century was to hold their Purim
celebrating during the afternoon and on in to the evening and night
was because that was when it was more normal to drink rather than
daytime drinking, although perhaps Rabbi Isserlin and his rabbinic
teachers wanted to make sure they got most of their drinking in while
it was still actually Purim.

A contemporary of Rabbi Karo, Rabbi Moses Isserles (1530-1572)
mentioned another fifteenth century rabbi, who discussed the earlier
question, concerning the nighttime celebrating (o"n NN ,nwn DT
:N7NN):

And from a responsum of Rabbi Yaakov 1"nnn naiwnai

ben Yehudah Weil (1390-1453), it is DaTynwn
inferable that there is an obligation to a'nn7'7a
rejoice also on Purim night. ninw'7

This seems to accord with what Rabbi Karo quoted of Rabbi Eliezer
ben Yoel HalLevi of Bonn.

The Set Table

In his famous work, Set Table, Rabbi Karo mentions with brevity the
matter of timing ('N:n”XIN 0N NIIN ;MY 1N7IV):

One who does the Purim meal at NNYVY 0DNID NTIVO

night does not fulfill his obligation.  mamn ' xx' N7 N'7'72
In this paraphrasing of Rava, he both ratifies Rava’s innovation, as well
as allowing the nighttime celebration, although not speaking directly
to when during the daytime one should festively celebrate Purim.

Adding to this is Rabbi Isserles, who softly paraphrases his previous
mention of Rabbi Weil ('N:n"¥n 0"N NIIN NV IN71ID7 Nan):

Nevertheless, one should be oan"ninan
happy and add more during his nny' n'7'7a
meal even at night ((Rabbi Yaakov Y7 N2
ben Yehudah Weil (1390-1453)) 'lgn) NTIVO1
Responsa Mahariv). (1"nn

In adding this comment, Rabbi Isserles seems to be making sure that
readers don’t think that it would be inappropriate to also celebrate
during Purim night, but rather supply them with the support that their
celebrating is very much appropriate to the day.

Later Consideration

In the late 19th century, Rabbi Yehiel Mikhel Halevi Epstein (1829-
1908) wrote, regarding the timing (N:n"X¥IN 0N NIIN,)N7IWN NY):

One has fulfilled one's duty by DIA NNX NTIVO1I
eating one meal during the day of LIN2UIN T RN —
Purim, while one need notadd on  Mx 1IN D772
to one's nighttime meal. And the .NTIVO1 N1NY7
nighttime meal that one ate on  '7oNw 0MID NTIVOI

Purim, whether on the night of 7'7112,07'72
the 14th or on the night of the 7712 WV NVIIN
15th, one has not fully fulfilled N7 -y nenn
one's obligation with it, as it is ,IN2UIN T RN

written, "Days of drinking" - days "nnwn m" :amd>T
and not nights. Nevertheless, one  nI7"7N710M' -
should rejoice also at nighttime D2 0l7n '72n1
and increase one's meal a bit N1 ,NnY' n'7'7a
after hearing the megillah. And ~ INN7 NTIVO1 NYj7
even if it occurred on Saturday ‘7N I7'9N1 .0'7NN
night, when one is satiated from  NINY ,Naw 'NNIN2

Shabbat, nevertheless, it is ‘7o3n ,nawn vay
appropriate to rejoice a bit with nnw7 1101 01j7n
their meal. .NTIVO N¥j72

In this writing, Rabbi Epstein also ratifies the appropriateness of
daytime Purim drinking, while saying that one does not fully fulfill the
{continued on the next page}
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obligation of celebrating Purim with nighttime drinking. Yet, just like
Rabbi Isserles, encourages nighttime drinking on Purim (and even
nighttime drinking on Shushan Purim). This seems to be the consensus,
which yields enjoying day-drinking on Purim day, in addition to living it
up also at nighttime.

This Year

In addition to all of the aforementioned considerations concerning
timing, this year (2025/n"own) presents an additional factor: Purim day
occurs on a Friday, which will be the day leading up to Shabbat. What’s
at stake is articulated simply and straightforwardly by Rabbi Isserles
(2:n"x7n N"IN,V"IYYT NoN):
When Purim occurs on a Friday, they 'ww D12 0o 7nwo
should have the meal in the morning nMNwa nTIVON IWW!
because of honor for the Sabbath. nay 712D Diwn

This custom mentioned by Rabbi Isserles is to advance the timingi of
the meal up into the late morning, so that, at the very least ,one is
beginning the meal early enough (and perhaps even finishing it(?)) with
enough time in the day to prepare for Shabbat and have them as
distinct, separate experiences.

Alternatively, a common practice many follow when Purim occurs on a
Friday is to do what is known as pores mapah umekadesh, whereby
one who is already engaged in a meal with bread, simply covers up the
bread, makes kiddush, and then returns to one’s meal (see N"IN V"I¥
T:N"V1'). While a notable disadvantage to this practice is the potential
to lose out on having distinct experiences for Purim and for Shabbat,
there are two advantages to this model: easier way to celebrate Purim
(especially being able to get everything done for both Purim and
Shabbat before being engaged with these matters) and it may end up
providing a more focussed and heightened Purim meal experience.

While this matter deserves an entirely separate treatment, one may
encounter both those who quite specifically aspire to enjoy their meal
and drinking in the late morning, while also encountering those who
are looking to kick off a late afternoon celebration that runs on into
Shabbat, providing an incredibly joyous and celebratory experience.

Conclusion
While there is certainly a requirement dating back to Rava’s articulation
of the need to enjoy oneself through day-drinking on Purim day, there
seems to be an implicit assumption that one will also celebrate Purim at
nighttime, as well. However, inasmuch as the nighttime drinking is taken
for granted, that should not be understood as belittling this nighttime
drinking. Moreover, there have been rabbis who sought to clarify that
the nighttime drinking that will likely occur as part of one’s celebrating
and enjoying Purim is not only great, but should not be understood as
the only celebrating of enjoying and drinking on Purim. There are also
rabbis who were concerned about those whose main celebrating and
drinking actually occurs on the night following Purim - Shushan Purim -
which, while acceptable, one should really strive to enjoy their enjoying
of Purim actually on Purim day, rather than the subsequent night
following Purim. Of course, drinking on Shushan Purim is entirely
acceptable, especially since the Biblical verse states that they are “days
of drinking and celebrating”, but one should not lose sight of making
sure they actually drink on Purim day, itself.

Finally, owing to the calendrical occurrence of Purim taking place on
the day leading up to Shabbat this year, one may choose to engage in
the custom of starting one’s meal earlier out of deference to the honor
of Shabbat, or perhaps kicking off a late afternoon meal that runs on
into Shabbat. Either way, | hope you have a wonderfully enjoyable

Purim! .
L’chaim¥Y
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18th-19th Centuries

However, that all changed for the 18th-19th centuries, as Rabbi Elijah
Spira (1660-1712) wrote ('N:n"¥1N 0N NIN YNV N7 7V N1 N1N):

The matter of Haman's downfall  '7v In'7oninin yav

occurred through a wine-drinking 1271 ,)"n nnwn '

party; therefore, the sages 0'mon 12N

obligated to get drunk in order to D TV DNWNYT

remember the great miracle 01N D1 N

through wine-drinking. "N DM 7Imn
His innovative approach to privileging wine over other beverages on
Purim then influenced later rabbis with significant works, such as
Rabbi Avraham Danzig (1748-1820) in his Hayyei Adam (155:30), Rabbi
Shlomo Ganzfried (1804-1886) in his Kitzur Shulhan Arukh (142:6), and
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (1838-1933) in his Bi’ur Halakhah (695:2:2).

(Perhaps we could consider this approach being very similar to
Hanukkah in that even though one can use various methods of lighting
a menorah, since the miracle was achieved through the use of olive oil,
there is a special meaning to be carried out through the use of olive
oil. So, too, with Purim, since the miracle took place through Esther's
deployment of wine, causing Haman’s downfall, thereby preventing
the annihilation of the Jewish people, so, too, we should drink wine to
commemorate our having been saved from destruction.)

Whiskey?

One wonders if Rabbi Spira and those rabbis who followed in his
footsteps made it a specific point to privilege wine, as they witnessed
not only the introduction of whiskey, but also a rise in whiskey-
consumption, that they sought a return to drinking wine for Purim. In
fact, it got to the point in the 19th century that Rabbi Yehiel Mikhel
Epstein (1829-1908) wrote in his Arukh HaShulhan (OH 695:5) that
whiskey causes vomiting, so he even sought to provide a reason to
avoid whiskey. Perhaps for these rabbis, there is something traditional,
simple, or even more elegant of choosing wine over whiskey.

Conclusion

Despite these rabbis advocating highly for wine, even though there is
no absolute requirement of drinking wine on Purim, perhaps another
way of perceiving the story is that it wasn't so much wine-drinking that
caused the Jewish people to be saved, but simply drinking. And since
the Jewish people were saved through drinking parties, it’s ultimately
more important that drinking and being felicitously enjoyed, than
necessarily what specific beverage(s) is to be enjoyed. Either way,
wishing you a joyous Purim!

L’chaim ¥
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