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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

The Golden Calf as a

Biblical Drinking Story
Rabbi Drew Kaplan

While we do not typically think of the Sin of the Golden Calf story as a
Biblical drinking story, it surprisingly is. Perhaps what makes this story in
our mind to be considered as a drinking story is that the drinking happens
after the sin. Indeed, after Aaron creates the Golden Calf (Ex. 32:1-5), we
then read of their drinking (Ex. 32:6):

Early the next day, the nation offered 17y nnAR N>

burnt offerings and brought sacrifices D'R7Y Yy N7V

of well-being; they sat down to eat and inw) 75087 Dy 2L/1

drink, and then rose to dance. 7NN7 71

In considering this, one aspect that seems to be a bit different is that we
do not typically have much in the way of choreographical descriptions
when it comes to eating and or drinking in the Torah, yet here we read of
them specifically sitting to do so, which is then followed by them then
standing up to do play/dance.

Perhaps this erotic dancing in which they engaged had something to do
with how much they drank, especially considering that they may have
gotten drunk through their celebrating, as Rabbi Moses ben Nahman
(1194-1270) (popularly known as Ramban) described (1:277 ninw '7v 1"an"):

This means that they all sat down 7107 DVN QW' YOI
together to eat to satiety and drink until ~ TNND 071> YW NI
they got drunk, as they would do at NNYI NVaY'7 7087
feasts and on festivals, and, afterwards, 0uN21 WY TWND ,N1DW7
they rose up to make merry with their INj7 12 NNNIL,DTVINAI
idols and indulge in revelry. NNNY7 0Naxva 7ny7

One aspect that Ramban adds is not that they simply drank, but that they
drank and got drunk. He is not alone in this assertion, as Rabbi Isaac
Samuel Reggio (1784-1855) also commented in such a fashion (7v 21" N2
NI '7ON7 N"T 12277 ning ,ninn). While celebrating opportunities is not a
wrong move, in and of itself, the Golden Calf was indeed a massive error
and sin.
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Who Drinks the Four
Cups?

Rabbi Drew Kaplan
While the fair
assumption for
who is involved in

consuming the
four cups of wine
at the Passover
Seder would be
simply men, what
about women and
children?
Children Drinking Wine?
There is actually a very clear early text including them (Pesahim 108b):
All are obligated in these four NIDID NY2IN2 '2¥N 730
cups, including men, women, and TNNIL,DWIN TNN 770
children. Nij7iI’m TNNI DY)
However, Rabbi Yehudah (2nd c.) immediately questions the wisdom of
providing four cups of wine to children (Pesahim 108b-109a):
Rabbi Yehudah said: 'What benefit
do children receive from wine?
Instead, one distributes roasted
grains and nuts to them on
Passover eve, so that they willnot 72 N0 27V2 17N
sleep and they will ask.” 178U 1Y) NTY
Despite this, Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575) wrote (0:2"vn v"iv):
It is a mitzvah to place a cup [of q1'N7 1IWInY NIzim
wine] in front of each child who has 101> TNN 727 1n"7 Nixn
reached the age of education. 1197

However, the need to provide each and every child a glass of wine for
the four cups of wine is not necessarily universal, as Rabbi Eliyahu Spira
(1660-1712) points out (N":2"yn O"N NIIN )NV N7Y 7V N2 DF7N):

Rabbi Zedekiah ben Abraham Anaw (13th  2n> v77n "7awI

century) wrote in his Shibbolei HalLeket oIbN 2N NNt

("Ears of Gleaning") that "one should drink In 12l 11l

the majority of one's cup with his children 1'NIY 01LV7N

and other younger members of his house  7an,0un 11N

drinking from his cup a little bit, but not ‘727 01> NN

21T A NN

w J’l'lei]’l nn
NTN 2113 nijziimy
nivzi7 107 177NN

that everyone needs to have a cup." And 121 TNRITAN
similarly Rabbi David Abudarham (14th TT'2and
century) wrote upon this matter. DTN

What about Women?

As to women, there is a very explicit third century explication making
sure they are included (Pesahim 108a-108b):
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: 0'w1 712 VWIN' 1NN
'Women are obligated in the four NIDID NYAINA NN
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If you are, or know of someone, who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance abuse, there are resources out

there to help: JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse

{Golden Calf, continued from previous page}
Drinking the Golden Calf?

While one might think that this is the only drinking element of the
story, there’s actually more. Indeed, we read of Moshe doing the
following (Ex. 32:20):

He took the calf that they had made iy PN TAVNTTIN Nj71

and burned it; he ground it to powder TV DU N2 k1

and strewed it upon the water and so  0'A0 119°7Y7I 7T N

made the Israelites drink it. TN 1ATNIN 7E

This drinking that the Israelites then do seems almost like the
suspected adulteress ritual (cf. Num. 5), which the second-century
sage Rabbi Yossi (d. 160) articulated (AZ 44a), followed by many
Medieval commentators.

Some Possibilities

As to the mechanics of this gold being made drinkable in the water,
Rabbi Abraham ben Meir lbn Ezra (1089-1167) wrote (NINY 7V N1V 12N
0'nin 19 7V 10" 27):

The reference is to the water from the

brook that descended out of the

mountain. Moses commanded all of

Israel to drink from these waters. ...

Now the water caused a sign to appear

on the face of those who served the IN D191 '72Vn

calf or their bellies swelled up. D102 NNANY
Rabbi ibn Ezra is clearly influenced by Rabbi Yossi's connecting this
story with the suspected adulteress ceremony in mentioning the
bellies swelling up (see Num. 5:21-22 & 5:27), although there is nothing
written in this story concerning physical consequences of drinking the
golden-laced water.

N Tr7nanon
75 MY NINNN
n7NN 7RO

0NN NINI....0MN
TAVANIN TN

New Episode

The newest episode of The Jewish
Drinking Show is now out, on the topic
of teenagers in hospitals in Israel on
Purim, featuring Dr. Eric Scheier.

Teenagers in
Hos pmtfa s in Israel on
Purim

The episode is available on YouTube,
Spotify, Apple podcasts, or wherever
else you enjoy listening to podcasts, as EPISODE #1

well as at JewishDrinking.com/HospitalizedTeenagersisrael

{Four Cups, continued from previous page}
cups since even they were part  ININA I'N |0 N 1770

of that miracle.” 01N
This is a standard for his way of thinking, as he also included women in

Hanukah candle-lighting (Shabbat 23a) and Megillah-reading (Megillah
4a). Rabbi Karo quotes his statement (7”:1"Vn v"Iv) and it seems to have
been accepted without dissent.

Others?
However, women and children are not the only demographic to consider
as potentially drinking or not drinking the four cups of wine at the
Passover Seder, as Rabbi Karo considers (1"0:2"vn 0N N1IN ,Q0I' N'2):
...Rabbi Shlomo ben Avraham ibn Aderet 'TnINw7 071N ‘72 NI
(1235-1310) wrote "The question of a w191 170N 7V NIDID
person who does not drink wine all year aNd NIwna oY 'l
long because it harms or he hates it - 1I'NY M N7NY N"2PN
what should this person do; can he make 71> nawn ‘731" nniw

NI 112 NN 71 0NN 19 7V T NTT):
After grinding the golden calf to a
fine powder, he scattered it on the
surface of the stream which came
down from the mountain, and made
the people drink of those waters. It is
possible that gold burnt in fire does
not melt, but instead when placed
therein is charred and can be ground
to powder, as Rabbi Abraham ibn
Ezra mentioned. This powder was
light upon the face of the waters, and
therefore it floated, and he made
them drink of it. Or it may be that he
scattered it upon the stream in small
quantities, and then drew the water
and made them drink it before the
gold powder sank in the stream. Or
perhaps it was a miraculous event.
Thus he wanted to disgrace their
deeds by grinding their god to
powder and bringing it into their
bellies to issue as excrement.

Rabbi Moses ben Nahman continued to consider how the golden calf
would have made it into the water to be drinkable (,2:2"7 ninw '7v 1"amn

77 'Y NNN

N 119 7V 1711 19Y7
NN N T 7NN
ININANIN D7l
> IWONI .ONN
111'NY 9N 2NN
SNY NIN 72N M
L,7TIUN TV N0
717 ,N" DTN TWND
7V,0M0N 19 7V NIN
INFUNI9NY NP
TN N .0NY7
YN ‘7NN 7V ININ
Nj7en1 AN ,bun
IN V7' D10 DN7
nwunn niny

N¥1 N1N1.0'0IN
1NV ,0N'WYN NIT7
DN7Y NI7NN
01022 10D

W1 ININNIY
NNINIL

the seder upon the matzah? He INJIY IN 1j7'TNY 119N
responded that it is logical that everyone 170N 72 nwy'w Inn
who has wine needs to force himself [to NaIwN Non 7y
drink wine at the Seder] and to do as 1" 17 &' '70¥ N12N0oN
Rabbi Yehudah son of Rabbi Ilai who said, NNV 7INT7 Y
'I never taste any wine, except for that of 'NU7N1"21"1D NIBWYTI
kiddush, havdalah, and the four cups of NINN MY NN NT7T
Passover; and | tie my temples from ANNINIOD T MYl
Passover to Shavuot [in recovering from NNDON 'WTN 1IN
the pain]' (Nedarim 49b)..."" NNV TV

In quoting Rabbi ibn Aderet, he then goes on to write that one should
indeed force oneself to drink wine for the four cups even if it will give this
person a headache (':22”vn N”IN V”1I¥°). In providing an explanation of this,
Rabbi Yisrael Meir HaKohen Kagan (1838-1933) articulated (012 niwn

n"7:2"wn):
He means to say that it pains one to drink 7" - i7" 19N
and results in a headache from this wine-  aNIDI IN"ME21 WONNY
drinking, but it is not within the category of n1'77211'NI NN IUN12
causing one to be temporarily bedridden. N 1dwn'7 719w

In composing this, Rabbi Kagan here provides a boundary, such that if it
were to result in this person having much worse pain than a headache,
then they need not drink the wine. Rabbi Kagan also provides a helpful
mitigation strategy in consuming wine for people who get headaches from

wine-drinking (7:2”vn n1na nawn):
But one is able to dilute this wine a
lot as long as it is still fitting to make
Kiddush.

12107 712 - NIDID V1N
N 11'V1 DN 20N

WIT77 1N 7TV

Conclusion
Both men and women are to drink wine for the four statutory minimum
cups at the Seder, although kids do not seem to be included so much. Even
one who yields headaches from drinking wine should, nevertheless, drink
wine. Two items that are for another treatment are what to do about
pasteurized grape juice and those who struggle with alcohol misuse.

L’chaim¥

Following the articulations of these possibilities, Rabbi Moses ben
Nahman explicitly liked Rabbi Yossi’s idea of connecting this
experience with that of the suspected adultress.

However this gold made it into the water to be consumed, it is
certainly a colorful conclusion to this Biblical drinking story!

L’chaim¥
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