"} ONEG SHABBAS [

THE UNOFFICIAL PARASHAH SHEET FOR KIDDUSH CLUBS
N"OWN "N U™ - Volume 4, Issue 29 16-17 May 2025 - 1NN NY19

Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

Libations in Leviticus

While one might expect that libations would be plentiful throughout
Leviticus, the truth is that there are only three mentions of libations in the
entirety of the book. As we have discussed previously, libations are our
offerings to God to drink. Inasmuch as we think of Jewish drinking as Jews
drinking, what about Jews providing God to drink? Libations, in this sense,
are certainly a matter of Jewish drinking. As all three of the mentions of
libations in the book of Leviticus are in this week’s Torah portion, what are
these libations - the Libations of Leviticus?

Libations in Leviticus
The first mention of a libation is to accompany the offerings for the sheaf-
elevating (Lev. 23:13), the second mention is to accompany the offerings
for Shavuot (Lev. 23:18), and the final mention is a general, inclusive
reference to holiday libations (Lev. 23:37). In fact, one of the only two
references to 1" (wine) in the entirety of Leviticus occurs with the sheaf-
elevating libation (Lev. 23:13) (the other reference to " (wine) in the book of
Leviticus is found in the prohibition against kohanim serving while
intoxicated (10:9)). With only these two mentions of J" (wine), that makes it
have just one more mention than does the book of Exodus, which has only
one mention of the word (Ex. 29:40). Basically, wine is not a focus of the
book, nor are libations. It turns out that Leviticus is literally quite dry. In
fact, there are no stories of humans drinking in this book. So what are these
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One might have thought that it is only 1N

its wine libation that should not be 12" N NT 71D
doubled, as it is not intermingled with 7721 1'NY 719D
the flour of its meal offering, but its oil NN''72X INNIN DV
should be doubled, as it is ‘7721w 7190 1Inw
intermingled with the flour of its meal ~ TIN'7n INnNin oV

offering. The verse states: “And its 72 12011 INN7
libation" - all of its libations shall be N7N 1IN N7 1001

libations?

. . . only a quarter-hin. Ny
o Libation for t_he .Sh?af Elevating ] ) This is a clever explanation for that aspect. Regarding the wine to be
The libation for the sheaf-elevating is simply a quarter-hin of wine (Lev. libated, it otherwise remains at the same ratio to the animal, despite the
23:12-13): increased amount of oil.

On the day that you elevate the sheaf, you Di'a DRRYI
shall offer as a burnt offering to The LORD a Quin'nN 0291
lamb of the first year without blemish. The  iniw2 onn w1d
meal offering with it shall be two-tenths of a  innni ;N7 n'7v7
measure of choice flour with oil mixed in,an 07 "'A72n70 Y
offering by fire of pleasing odor to The LORD; n2011 0N n7
and the libation with it shall be of wine, a ny1 ndoll
quarter of a hin. nyn
This amount of wine to be libated to God is the same amount to
correspond with the first-year lamb it accompanies as we read in the
book of Numbers in multiple places. However, what is peculiar about
this offering (in addition to this day not being one where labor is
forbidden, unlike the rest of the chapter) is that it has two-tenths of a
measure of choice flour with oil mixed in, even though the typical
quantity would be one-tenth. However, an early rabbinic teaching
considers these quantities (Menahot 89b and parallel in Sifra, Emor 10:8
(cf. Rashi, Lev. 23:13, S.V. 'nn n'v'a1 " 1D011)):

The Sages taught: “And its meal

Libation for Shavuot

While the offering for the sheaf-waving is its only such appearance in
the Torah, we do not find the same with Shavuot. In fact, there seems to
be a discrepancy, as we read in this week’s Torah portion (Lev. 23:18):

With the bread you shall present, as nnyn~7v opY7Nl

burnt offerings to The LORD, seven NiYonnn opid

yearling lambs without blemish, one bull D7'N17j7272 19

of the herd, and two rams, with their N7V DY 07N

meal offerings and libations, an offering ‘onnani onnany!

by fire of pleasing odor to The LORD. N7 NN

However, the other time that Shavuot offering is mentioned, we have a
slightly different count (Num. 28:28-31):
You shall present a burnt offering of N7 n7iv 017l
pleasing odor to The LORD: two bulls of 172712 019 'n'7 NN
the herd, one ram, seven yearling lambs. Ny 1NN 7'N DY
The meal offering with them shall be of MY 2 01D

0 N1j7'1) 1220 1N choice flour with oil mixed in, three- N'A72 N'70 DNNIMN

offering shall be two-tenths” (Lev. W mnani tenths of a measure for a bull, two- DNy NP7 g1
23:13) - teaches about the lamb that 7V TN"7 0Ny tenths for a ram, and one-tenth for each D'y 1L TN 197
comes with the omer that the size of 0V NI 2D of the seven lambs. And there shall be 1YY TNND TINT

one goat for expiation in your name. You  TNNn w1271y
shall present them—see that they are WY 0120 nYaY7
without blemish—with their libations, in 137119271927 0y

its meal offering is doubled. One might INNINY INIvn
have thought that just as its meal owd 712! 7190
offering is doubled, so, too, its wine 7> N7190 NNy

libation should be doubled; the verse TIN7N 7192 10 addition to the regular burnt offering innant iwyn 1i7n
states, “And its libation shall be of @, N7 N7 and its meal offering. D201 DD77N!
wine, a quarter-hin” (Lev. 23:13). N7 v Do)l {continued on the next page}
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While it may not be a noticeable difference at first, the difference
between these two presentations is that, in Leviticus, we are to offer
one bull and two rams, while in Numbers, we are to offer two bulls and
one ram (and one goat). With this different enumeration of animals,
there is also a corresponding difference in the amount of wine to be
libated.

For the libations for the Shavuot offering in Leviticus, it seems that the
calculation would yield 2.9167 (35/12) hins to accompany the elevation
offering, whereas the amount in Numbers would be 3.0833 (37/12) hins
(plus the additional quarter-hin for the goat, bringing the total to 3 %
(40/12) hins). So, what are we to do with this difference?

Interpretive Strategies
One interpretive strategy was articulated by none other than Rabbi
Akiva (50-135) who suggested (Menahot 45b):
The offerings that are mentioned in the
book of Numbers were sacrificed in the
wilderness, but the offerings that are
mentioned in Leviticus were not 0'1ND NN INKRY
sacrificed in the wilderness. 127N 2Nj7 N7
Indeed, this thinking caught on, as one of his students articulated
(Mishnah Menahot 4:3):

AINKRY NN NX¥N]
D'TIj79N wNina
iniN1TNa 107

Rabbi Shimon (2nd c.) says: "...That all 10NN
[the offerings that must be sacrificed on DY vny
Shavuot] that are stated in the book of wNIN11INNn
Numbers were sacrificed [when the {7 0'TI790N
Jewish people were] in the wilderness, 7531712
but all [the offerings] stated in Leviticus ~ nImMaINKN
were not sacrificed [when the Jewish {7 '~ 0N
people were] in the wilderness. When INAWN 11N
they arrived in the land, these and those 178 1207 YIN7

were sacrificed." 1781
In this way, these second century sages saw that the offering for
Shavuot in our Torah portion was not brought during our time in the
wilderness, but only once we got to the land of Israel, yielding to the
sacrifices in the book of Numbers as being what we were to bring, at
least in the wilderness. Their opinion is supported by Rabbi Moses
ben Maimon (1138-1204), who commented (commentary to Mishnah
Menahot 4:3 (I’'m sorry | do not have the Judeo-Arabic original here)):

that everything mentioned in Leviticus was only offered

in the wilderness. And this is a tradition we have

received.
Rabbi Akiva was not the only rabbi to come up with a way to alleviate

this seeming contradiction, as Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra (1092-1167)
mentions two further approaches to this difference (N7j7'1 7V XTV 12N
n":"d):
It is possible that Scripture changed
the sacrifices in the first year because
it was the outset of the beginning.
Some say that the kohen shall offer
either a bullock and two rams or two
bullocks and one ram. It depends on
the will of the kohen. We do not find ~ TIVI 112N 1¥71D TNX
such a commandment again. TINTD NINN 1N N7
Somewhat similarly to Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi ibn Ezra posits that there is a
chronological difference; whereas Rabbi Akiva argued for the offerings
in Numbers to have taken place in the wilderness and the offerings in
Leviticus to be potentially offered once our people arrived to the land,
Rabbi ibn Ezra suggests that what we read in our Torah portion was
offered while we were still in the wilderness, but just the first year, and
then what we are commanded in the book of Numbers to take place the
following year and subsequent to that year. Another approach Rabbi
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ibn Ezra mentions is the option on the part of the kohen - it is simply up
to him as to how he feels: whether it is one bull and two rams or two
bulls and one ram. It certainly is peculiar, as we are unfamiliar with this
volitional style of offerings, yet that is something that Rabbi ibn Ezra
also points out - this happens nowhere else in the Torah. For our
purposes, then, it would also affect the amount of wine to be libated.

Third and Final Mention of Libations in Leviticus
The third and final mention of libations in Leviticus is certainly an
amusingly curious one, as it mentions libations in a broad sense (Lev.
23:37):
Those are the set times of The
LORD that you shall celebrate as
sacred occasions, bringing
offerings by fire to The LORD —
burnt offerings, meal offerings,
sacrifices, and libations, on each
day what is proper to it—
It is unclear as to how specific or broad this mention of libations is, since
it does mention them in the plural and, after all, there are multiple
references to libations, even if there are only two of them specified in
this chapter.
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Further Curiosities
A couple of matters which remain unclear from the above: what is
distinctive about the two offerings mentioned in this Torah portion
regarding libations that they should be specified? What is it about
Shavuot that it is the only holiday that has differing amounts to be
offered in contrast to its command in the book of Numbers? What is it
about the offering for Shavuot that the meal offering is doubled, yet the
libation remains the same quantity? Why are these the only specific
calendrical moments that are to yield libations, at least as far as the
book of Leviticus is concerned? These remain questions for further

inquiry.

Conclusion

These three mentions of libations in the book of Leviticus are
fascinating, although they are further fascinating in that they have
unique characteristics, specifically the first two mentions of libations.
Either way, despite the many offerings mentioned throughout the book
of Leviticus, the wine libations that God commands in Leviticus are not
as numerous as some might think. However, despite their rarity within
the book, they nevertheless remain intriguingly placed. Despite the utter
dryness of the book of Leviticus at least we have these couple of
references to providing God wine on these days.
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