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Moabitesses Using Ammonite Wine for Seduction

Towards the end of our parashah, we read of the following brief story (Num. sages ruled that baring oneself to Peor nnx "?ninnwn xR 1"v7
25:1-3): is its mode of worship.) -7 7Nod2N NN DI" 17
While Israel was staying at Shittim, 7MW (N) The wine burned in him and he said NNV N7ANY NN 1IN
the nation profaned themselves by Dy 70y D'vea "Consent to me." qvonn" NN |Non "7
fornicating with the daughters of  :anin nia™7x niary She: "If you want me to consent to you, N7 1IVD 7V27 INYY
Moab, (2) who invited the nation to DY71Ni7RL () 'veer off' from the Torah of Moses." ,AvR N nnEL TRy
the sacrifices for their god. The TN DAY And he did so, as it is written, "They "7 wmpn” 7 NN
nation partook of them and NN ovn veered off to shame (i.e., to idolatry);  VNWNW X" 17 NNINI
worshiped that god. (3) Thus Israel TRl () 107NT and they became detestable (to Me) in 7w Inimn N - 277
attached itself to Baal-peor, and 0D 727 TN loving (the daughters of Moav)" ANNIY T RINE, "N
The LORD was incensed with Israel. 7§ 'n i (Hoshea 10:10). nWRY Nt (70 ywin)
While reading this brief story, which is followed by negative consequences, In the end, they reverted to (their ".D2NND ONI7Y I
it is easy to consider the first verse as we can simply imagine them being led practice of) making idolatrous DN7 NIWY7 NN NINNN2
astray by certain desires, which then led to the idolatry in the second verse, banquets for them to which they DN7 D'\ 'NELDNTn
leading to God’s immense anger at them in the third verse. Yet, our tradition invited them, as it is written, "And they |Nj7nI" "NNIY ,0'7DINI
has a midrash that does not imagine this story to be so simple. Otherwise, (the Moavite women) called the people ."DNM7N 'N2T7 DV7
wouldn’t women from other nations have caused these men to be led to the sacrifices of their gods, etc." NNIN VINY 127TV7R
astray? Why them? (Num. 25:2). NON7 WON 'NY OO
Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua says: "Justas - YV N72N7T0 )N wIN97
Midrash a nail cannot be removed from a door TNOIWIT IWON N D
A commonly recurring midrash found in multiple works is the following without wood, so, too Israel cannot N7171V90 |0 w97
(Sifrei Bamidbar 131:2): leave Peor without souls." Jiwo)
"They came and sat in Shittim" (Num. ,0'0WA DN AW INA As you can see from this midrash, wine is involved. The function of the
25:1) - in the place of straying. At that ANIN1 .NIOWN DN wine is to serve as a way of causing the men to loosen up and foster
time, Ammonites and Moabites arose and 1INV ITNY nuw sexual desire, with the Moabitesses around. However, instead of this

built markets for themselves from Beth  |*7Ij7n D7 1121 ,0aNINI

HaYeshimoth until Har HaShaleg, where A0 TV NN NAn liaisons that could lead
they installed harlots, old ones outside 01 DY 'WIn1 27N to intimate connections
and young ones within, who sold flaxen .0'NWA 1IN 73 0NoIn that would possibly lead
garments. And Israel ate and drank. DI7DIN TN 1 to the Moabitesses to
At that time, a man would go out for .omiw coax the men to
leisure and seek to buy something from NNI' DTN NV NNIND idolatry, it positions the
the old one, she would offer it to him at 17 Nj77 wizani 7m0 daughters of Moab as
cost, whereupon the young one would AN, N YON conditionalizing the

call out to him from within, saying "Come N1V ;I"iwa 17 N2IN
and buy it for less," and he did so. The 0'192N 17 NNKRI DRI

midrash describing these economic encounters that lead to sexual

sexual encounter upon
the idolatrous consent.

same, the next day and the day after. The ,"TIND1 37 Nj71I N12"

third day, she would say to him "Come nanm N N nl While there is hesitancy

inside and pick for yourself — you're like  ,2wn Draiiwnn o by the men, they are

one of the family." He obliged. 17 NN 7w DAl convinced that all they

The pitcher near her was full of 17721 097 01" have to do is to become

Ammonite wine, the wine of gentiles "?T1 12 NN N NNYT naked, which it seems

having not yet been forbidden to AUXINAIL,N7YN D101 they  were already

Israelites. She would say to him: "Would  JTuw 2inun 1"n » N7 planning on doing, yet

you like to drink some wine?" He obliged, 0127 12 TONI N7 the wine returns to the story once again to catalyze this activity. While
and when the wine burned in him, he said N there was some intrigue while shopping, what catalyzes the fornication
to her "Consent to me," at which she took nnwnw JIx1" ;17 NN followed by idolatry on the men’s part is this Ammonite wine.
an image of Peor from under her breast- ,ANIY AN RINE= "2 Furthermore, it is fascinating to read of the parenthetical historical
band and said to him: "My master, if you  7nINI,12 WA 0 0l comment that this story took place prior to the sages forbidding gentile
want me to consent to you, bow down to NI "7 NNt 0T wine.

this." QIVD 7W DIDT NN'NIN

He: "Can | bow down to idolatry?" ,N7W /i7"09 NNNN In this telling, while we do not understand the motivation of the
She: "What difference does it make to ¥, 20" 7 NN Moabitesses, aside from getting these men to worship their gods,
you? | am only asking that you bare NINNWN - 777 UnuNY perhaps there is something more going on.

The PI" 117 NN AT {continued on next page}
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ourself before him."

If you have any comments, compliments, or suggestions, feel free to reach out at Drew@)ewishDrinking.com



If you are, or know of someone, who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance abuse, there are

resources out there to help: JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse

{continued from previous page}
Midrash in the Yerushalmi

he would say to her, “Surrender vn N NNy

In the Talmud Yerushalmi, we get an introduction to this midrash that yourself [sexually] to me.” NINI NN 7w NN
demonstrates a motivation (Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 10:2): She would say to him, “Do you 17 lWnNwn N7 NN

Now what did the evil Balaam do [to DU ABY AN I want me to ‘surrender’ myself to NAIXT 17 NININ NI

7))

warrant losing his portion in the world ypIn you: e 17 Ununy

to come]? ANV W T 7Y And he would say “Yes. NN TN NN NINI

It was bec.:ause he gave advice to Balak Slo¥ 2 7727 Then she took out an image of Peor 1IVD 7w DIDV I7 NN'NIN

son of Zippor on how to cause Israel’s TN NN ‘7|'9n'7 from her bosom, and she said to ANAIN7Y 7N N

downfall by the sword 1m him, “Bow down to this, and I’ll N7 NINNPN 17 NNIN

. » ]
He said to him, “The God of this nation W NN 17NN surrender myself to you. « . 17 nWne N
hates fornication. So put up your NI NIA 1T ANIN And he would say to her, “Now am | "IN 1"V7 121 N'7 ININ NINI
. ) Lo
daughters for fornication, and you will N7N NI NN going to bow down to an 'd“Ol' ninnen
rule over them.” 05N MNYA And she would say to him, “You TINI'N 17 NN Nl
. 1 N .

He said to him, “And will [the Moabites] 07w DnNNI NN ng ;;ezgz bg:vrsec[\f'vtr;tii ,',t’ but N7ANNTN T';m:nzg

listen to me [when | tell them to turn 1m . y ] posey ) o ) ) A

their daughters into whores]?” IR 7 unwmi 7' In this version, the Ammonite wine is described as being very strong, as

He said to him, “Put up your own DI7N 17 NN well as possessing an enticing smell, as well as aphrodisiacal, causing the

daughter first, and they will see and 17 men to be sexually aggressive.

then accept what you say to them.” 37 1'vnwinn

In this introduction, Bilaam was seeking Israel’s downfall, so this plan Midrash in the Bavli
was put into place by offering up Moab’s own daughters for such In this midrash’s telling in the Babylonian Talmud, Bilaam brings not only
purposes, which also explains why the verse mentions “daughters of @ more focused strategic angle, but also knowledge that the Jews are in

Moab”. need of linen garments (Sanhedrin 106a):
Balaam said to them: "The God of 178 7w DA'N7N DN7 NN
Similarly to what we read in the previous iteration of the midrash, there these Jewish people despises DI NIN NN NIY
is a multi-day progression in the market, leading to the men entering lewdness, and they desire linen NI2NWD 1757 DINNN
their tents, whereupon they encounter the wine (ibid.): garments, as they have no new N7 NPV NNV IN'UNI
When he came in, [he found there] a D11 W I garments; come, and | will give you  niimjnawini 0wy
flagon of wine, Ammonite wine, which X711 IxIY DY advice. Make for them enclosures NT7IYININ N2
is very strong. And it serves as an 2NV NN using wall hangings and seat 172117 Ndn'i 019N
aphrodisiac to the body, and its scent NN NINI NW7 RINY prostitutes in them, with an old DW7i7 107 NV INwo
was enticing. (Now up to this time the NIAT7 NNON N woman outside the enclosure and a nin'w'n N'a TV a7¢ NN
wine of gentiles had not been YouUon INA Nl young woman inside, and have the N7 NN 2WINI
prohibited for Israelite use by reason of 11 TON1 N7 " TuI women sell them linen garments." 011910 NT7'1YINan
its being libation wine.) U 0217w Y01 | While we read of a similarity with this midrash’s telling in the Bavli with
Now the girl would say to him, “Do you Eall that of the Yerushalmi insofar as God despising fornication, yet the real
want to drink a cup of wine,” and he 17 NIN ANl bait was this clothing. A further difference is both the manner of
would reply to her, “Yes.” So she gave )" DID NINK7 11X worship, as well as giving up Torah in this excerpt after she requests that
him a cup of wine, and he drank it. 1'N N7 NN he worship the idol (ibid.):
When he drank it, the wine would burn ~ NInI 17 nianin 8Nl She said to him: "And what is your D172 )7 NOI'N NNl
in him like the Venom of a snake. Then NI NNy concern? We are asking you to do N7N NN D'wjran
nothing more than defecate." RINLS)
° . .
Th e Am mo n Ite Eut he does n.ot know that its worship VTI' 1N NI
; is conducted in that manner. Once he TIV 871 [\22 NNTIAVW
w w did so, she said to him: “Moreover, | TV NNIN "IN NN

will not leave you until you deny the  nwn ninaoony

7] ° a
WI n e M I d raS h Torah of Moses your teacher” M
| This version of the midrash has defecation being the manner of worship
Zémn

For more on the topic of
this midrash, you can
check out the Ammonite
Wine Midrash episode of
The Jewish Drinking
Show, featuring Rabbi

rather than mere nakedness. Moreover, the push for him to deny the
Torah is another addition here. While we do not read of a fascinating
description of this Ammonite wine in this midrash as we had in the
Yerushalmi, it yet again plays a pivotal part in this move for these men
to seek out pleasure with these women.

Conclusion

B While the abrupt narrative concerning our ancestors fornicating with the

SEDED EElig NS ’ daughters of Moab speaks of this fornicating followed by idolatry, o
u r is fornicati w y i ry, our
The episode is available on YOUTUbe and wherever you sages viewed this story as having been lubricated by wine. While it’s not

prefer listening to podcasts, as well as at clear why this wine comes from Ammon. it is definitely curious..
JewishDrinking.com/AmmoniteWine L’chaim¥Y
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