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This issue is sponsored by Alexis Kaplan & Josh Rosenthal in honor of both our 18th wedding anniversary and

Rachel & Rabbi Drew Kaplan's 18th wedding anniversary. L'chaim!

Grapes, Wine, and Blessings

In the course of reading this week’s Torah portion, we read of an Medieval Formulations
agricultural blessing specifying seven species of the land of Israel (Deut. A helpful and straightforward articulation about this ordering of blessing
8:7-10): of these products is provided by Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1138-1204)
(7) For The LORD, your God, is ANANYTIN DD (1) (popularly known as Rambam and Maimonides), where he wrote (Mishneh
bringing you into a good land, a 1702 YIN D200 YINTTN Torah, Blessings 8:13):
land with streams and springs and D'NY' NANDI MY D' If there were several types of food are  N270 120 119710
fountains issuing from plain and YN (N) 002l Nyi7a2 placed before a person [at the same 12Mid>12 4 DN
hill; (8) a land of wheat and barley, 1921 WA VN timel: If the same blessing applies to NNN 7V 12N Nily
of vines, figs, and pomegranates,a  N'T"YIN iRl NINTY . all of them, one should recite the NN VIS DN
land of olive trees and honey; (9) a YN (0) (2T Ny blessing on one, and thus fulfill one's I'N DN RN
land where you may eat food TID0NL N7 N obligation regarding the others. If the NilY DNMIidM2
without stint, where you will lack DNy n277oNA y same blessing does not apply to all of NN ‘72 7y 120
nothing; a land whose rocks are YIN 1272 10NNNT " them, one should recite the blessing NUNID D212 0N
iron and from whose hills you can 712 01N PN : that is appropriate for each one DN N1 NLLI7
mine copper. (10) When you have  :nwniaxnn nnni individually. The order of precedence D707 XY
eaten your fill, give thanks to The T>721 nVaWI R'7NI () depends on one's desires. .0rT7n

LORD, your God, for the good land yINQ™7V {778 'NNN

given to you. 37 WK nabA When there is no i7N 0Nl Wheat a2 '&\

. ) one type of food i1 Mentioned first i g S
This is not a set of obscure verses, as we often see synagogue art featuring ype or 1 R = S
; that one desires TMi N '
these seven species. Allle

more than the ON NN Barl
o ariey
others, [the order v Mentioned second in verse;

of precedenceisas  ppiyg  proximity to first “land”

Rabbinic Blessing Prescription

While understanding this verse as a blessing of produce, an early fourth follows:] If among NN

century (Rabbi Yitzhak lived in the early 4th century and so, too, did Rav the foods there are qun Olives (oil-producing)

Yosef, as he passed away in 333) understand this verse as not merely foods from the Qi Mentioned first after second Tand” ‘
casually mentioning these products, but that there is something special seven species, the  win 17y

and specific about them for blessing upon them (Berakhot 41a): blessing should be ﬂnn Dates (date-honey)

first. The species ‘721 grapes’ earlier position in verse, .

Rav Yosef - and some say Rabbi Yitzhak NQR'NIqDI' 11 NN , recited over them nynn  Mentioned second after second
Py . ' . * 7 “land”. Precedes grapes despite
- said: "Each product that precedes in  DTj7iAN ‘72 :j7ny! 21 I
this verse takes precedence interms of DTN, N7 {1092 that are mentioned i because proximity to ‘land" is primary factor

blessing, as it is stated: 'A land of wheat YN nNIY ,ND7127 earlierintheverse ooy Grapes
and barley; vines, ﬁgs and 193 nij" non \ receive X D-.[i|7 Mentioned third in proximity
pomegranates, a land of olive oil and T YN i NINTY precedence with .oNaa toland”
honey, (Deut. 8:8)." AT Y regard to the nvawnl .
blessing. o Fiss ‘
. ~ Mentioned fourth in proximity
The seven species D UNND  to“land” N
are those 1092

mentioned in the o7 Pomegranates
*  Mentioned fifth in proximity
to “land”

following verse, [Deuteronomy 8:8:] Yy (0 N 0M2T)
"A land of wheat, barley, vines, figs, 1921 miviz nvn
and pomegranates, a land of olives YN (iR NINTY

that produce oil and honey." Honey M RY N
refers to date-honey. Dates are 2T NIN DT VAT
given precedence over grapes 0NNl 0NN
because dates were mentioned .0ny7 1My
second in proximity to the word Y DNNNnY
"land," and grapes were mentioned D2V YINT
third in proximity to that word. YOINT W'Y
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A subsequent medieval rabbi, Rabbi Ya'akov ben Asher (1270-1340), grapes would typically follow after consuming dates or date-honey, when
provides not only a similar, straightforward articulation, but also includes grapes are transformed into wine, the blessing over the wine advances

a mention of not just grapes, but wine, as well (Tur OH 211): over that of the dates/date-honey(!).
Everything that appears earlier in the verse {71092 DTIj7n ‘7
in which the land of Israel is praised, which IN2Y 11 12me Shulhan Arukh and Beyond
is "a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, TN YIN T In his succinct formulation of the blessing order in his Shulhan Arukh,
and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and NN YIN NINY Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575) does not mention anything distinct about
honey" takes precedence in saying a NINNI DA NIV wine (OH 211:4):
blessing, even if the later one is more 1Y DT IR I Every food that precedes in the {71091 OTIj7N ‘72
favored by the person. And this orderingis 13727 07 waTI verse "a land of wheat, barley..." VI NON YIN
specifically up until pomegranate, but, from 2ninnn DN I17'98 precedes in order of blessing. And YINI ND127 OTI7
thenceforth, it is not necessarily so, since N7y 2an the final "land" interrupts the matter 705N NN
the latter mention of "land" in the verse AN 1IN TV N7ITI @ of everything close to it is more oA 721 v
interrupts the matter, and everything that N737'R1NOND -4 important than what is furtheraway niNnnnawn 17
follows that mention is more important than 2T NN YINT from the first "land". Therefore, NNj7 YINT 11NN
those that follow from the first mention of oo N7 dates receive a blessing prior to 'Inn 270
"land" in the verse. Therefore, olives take qinon 721N grapes, since this is the second word 021V7 0'NTI7
precedence over barley, which is the first ~ anixnnnawn 17 away from the latter "land" and that YINT W Ny
word following the latter mention of the NNj7 YINT 10NN is the third word away from the first ~ yIN7 2 N1 xn2
word "land" in the verse, whereas barley is N1 270 N7 T "land". Nnj7
the second word following the first mention M7 0Ty Yet, his Ashkenazi contemporary, Rabbi Moshe Isserles (1530-1572), does
of the word "land". Similarly, date-honey YINT N NINY write about wine advancing the blessing of grapes in the order (gloss on
takes precedence over grapes/vines, which 1w nlvwi \n2 OH 211:4):
is the second word following the latter WIT DI NNj7 YINT And this is specifically when one eats DY 7DINY Nj7ITI
mention of the word "land", whereas 1NN 1937 0TI \ grapes as they are. But if one made ~ NWy ON 7aN |0 NIND
vme;/grapes are the third word following '21921 NN YINT wine from grapes, upon which one noMA VAl N
the first mention of the word "land". NDJ7YINT 4 blesses "Creator of the fruits of the MIYN 2"N91 INNV7
After this opening, Rabbi Ya’akov ben Asher then quotes a late 13" vine", one proceeds to bless upon it 17V 027 N7 Nl
century rabbi that provides a bump in precedence for grapes that are first. But a cooked/baked good made "'Tj7 nwyn 72N N7NN
turned into wine: from the five grains is more N'N TN NPNNN
Rabbi Peretz ben Elijah of Corbeil (died Y19 1"n and : important than the blessing over 1" N>12n nir naiwn
1295) wrote that that ordering is 721N DN N7IIT @ wine. Everything that is said closeto ~ yIN7In0 NN ‘7D
specifically if one is eating grapes, since 1"No1aw 0y > the first land precedes what is said NNIY NN 0TI NN{7
its blessing is "Blessed...Creator of the DN 72N U"ND2 close to the latter "land", sinceitis ~ INN7 NIN2 YIN7 IND
fruit of the tree", but if one made wine 1" DN Nwy equivalent to its closeness to "land".  yaN7 nd>'n02A 17 niwy
from these grapes, the blessing for bEbalibahl) Moving beyond eating, Rabbi Menahem Mendel ben Meshullam Auerbakh
which is "Blessed...Creator of the fruit of N1 0oNY I (1620-1689) considers other activities with these items (7v Dnj7r nNoy
the vine", then since it specifies the D771 NAIWN 19N 2:NT 0N NIN )NV IN7IY):
vine, it is significant and its being N7 179N w217 If they brought in front of someone NME7 " 1197 1NN
blessed over takes precedence over YINT 1IN NINY @ wine to drink and good oil to smell,  TNIN 12 NN 210 (AW
date-honey, as well as taking n>12w I NN A one should grab the wine in his right q1ani i N NN
precedence over saying the blessing nNTI7 NN PN hand, blessing upon it, and then, U 12! 2" NNI 17V
over olives, which is the first word NIIWNI D112 )12 afterwards, blessing upon the oil. nwn
following the latter mention of the word ~ miANxN>11172 In addition to quoting Rabbi Ya’akov ben Asher’s quoting of Rabbi Peretz
"land” in the verse, since the blessing 1" N1 7710 ben Elijah of Corbeil, Rabbi Auerbakh considers the precedence of
over the wine is significant and takes n™N N1 DY drinking wine over smelling olive oil.
precedence, whether the pre- V7 "NoTD
consumpt!on bless!ng ottthe.pc.)st- 2INT7 NN Conclusion
consumption blessing, since it includes 1920 7V N7NN . . . .
the blessing over the wine along with 1930 M 71 The verse in our Torah porthn that mentions 'Fhe blessing of the land of
the blessing over the fruits.... U1 U 7V 3NN Israel with these seven species r.10t only p.rc.mdes exgmples of prodgce
Yvn no bounty, but, as our sages saw it, a specific prescription for ordering

blessings over fruits and other produce in our consumption. We further
see that the vinification of grapes advances the blessing upon this grape
product over all of the other fruit mentioned in the verse. As such, it

However, a cooked dish made from
wheat or barley takes precedence over MT7 VN nni

wine, because its blessing is 1MiveiyonT A - . . .

"Blessed...Creator of types of 197 17 PRI seems, thgnks t.o the |n.nov§t|ve un.derstand!ng of Ra:)bl Pgretz ben E’Euth
sustenance", which is also significant n"na nonw of Corbeil, this turn!ng into wine prowde§ a bles§|ng bgmp in
due to its specificity, and these grains P precegental.consumptlve order, reflecting a significance in Judaism that
also appear earlier in the verse than - wine .|s an |mprovgmenjc upon the t?ase product, grapes. May V\{e all
wine. 71092 17 DN experience the amelioration of grapes into wine and be able to experience

the bounty of such blessings.

Rabbi Ya’akov ben Asher’s quoting of the late 13th century Rabbi Peretz
ben Elijah of Corbeil provides a fascinating novelty: whereas eating
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