Drinking Imagery as Sexual Metaphor

in the Talmud

Tannaitic Material

Mishnah Ketubot 3:4-5

(4) The seducer gives the father of his victim three things,
and the rapist gives the father four.

The seducer gives the father payments for humiliation,
degradation, and the fine.

A rapist adds an addition to his payments, as he also gives
payment for the pain.

What are the differences between the halakha of a rapist and
that of a seducer?

The rapist gives payment for the pain, and the seducer does
not give payment for the pain.

The rapist gives payment immediately, and the seducer
does not pay those payments immediately but only when he
releases her.

The rapist drinks from his vessel [atzitzo], i.e., marries the
woman he raped, perforce, and the seducer, if he wishes to
release her, he releases her.

(5) How does the rapist drink from his vessel?

Even if the woman he raped is lame, even if she is blind, and
even if she is afflicted with boils.

If a matter of licentiousness is found in her, e.g., if she
committed adultery, or if she is unfit to enter the Jewish
people, e.g., if she is a mamzeret, he is not permitted to
sustain her as his wife, as it is stated: “And to him she shall
be as a wife” (Deuteronomy 22:29) - a woman who is legally
suitable for him.
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Tosefta Sotah 1:2

Rabbi Yehudah says: "Her husband is believed concerning her, by
an a fortiori inference (721M 9p). For if, in the case of a niddah—for
whose sexual relations one is liable to karet—her husband is
nevertheless believed concerning her, then in the case of a sotah,
for whose relations one is not liable to karet, how much more so
should her husband be believed concerning her!

They said to him: "On the contrary! Precisely because one is not
liable to karet for relations with a sotah, her husband should not be
believed concerning her."

Alternatively, they said: "No, you cannot compare them. In the case
of aniddah, she has a permitted status after her period of
prohibition (i.e., once she immerses and becomes pure, she is again
permitted to her husband). But can you say the same for a sotah,
who never again becomes permitted after her prohibition?"

And similarly it says: “Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in
secret is pleasant” (Proverbs 9:17).

Rabbi Yose says: "Scripture itself gives the husband credibility
concerning her, as it is stated: 'Then the man shall bring his wife to
the priest' (Numbers 5:15).”

Tosefta Sotah (Lieberman) 5:9

Rabbi Meir would say: "Just as there are different
attitudes toward food, so too there are different
attitudes toward women:

There is a man over whose cup a fly merely passes,
and he sets it aside and does not taste it. This is the type
of man who has a bad disposition toward women, for he
sets his eyes on his wife to divorce her.
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There is a man in whose cup a fly rests; he throws it
out, and does not drink it. This is like Papus ben Yehuda,
who would lock the door before his wife and go out.

There is a man into whose cup a fly falls; he throws it
out, and then drinks it. This is the way of most men,
who see their wives speaking with their neighbors and
relatives, and they leave them be.

There is a man into whose dish a fly falls; he takes it,
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sucks it, throws it away, and eats what remains. This is
the way of a wicked man, who sees his wife going out
with her hair uncovered, with her sides exposed, her
heart arrogant toward her servants and toward her
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maidservants, going out and spinning in the

marketplace, bathing, and playing with everyone. For
such a wife, it is a commandment to divorce her, as itis
said: 'When a man takes a wife and marries her ... and
(Deut. 24:1-2), and it is written: 'And
another man marries her' - meaning one who is not her

she leaves him ...'

true match. The first sent her away because of

transgression, and this one came and stumbled upon
her. The second husband - if he is meritorious, Heaven
causes him to send her away from his hand; but, if not,
in the end she buries him, as it is said: 'Or if the last man
dies..."' (Deut. 24:3). This man is worthy of death, for he

brought such a woman into his house."

(parallel text to this Rabbi Meir parable in Gittin 90a-b)

Jerusalem Talmud Sotah 1:7:3

It was stated in the name of Rebbi Meir: Just as
there are opinions in eating and drinking, so
opinions are [varied] among men:

There is a man, if a fly falls into his cup, he takes
it out, throws it away and drinks. That is like a
normal man who sees his wife talking to her
neighbors and relatives.

Or you have a man who if a fly flies over his cup,
takes it, pours [the contents] out, and does not
taste them. That is a bad human attitude because
he thinks of divorcing her.

Or you have a man who, if a fly sits on his cup,
takes it and leaves [the cup| untouched. Thatis
Pappos ben Jehudah who locked his wife in. They
said to him, did your forefathers behave like this?

Or you have a man who finds a dead fly in his
cup, takes it, licks it, and drinks. That is the wicked
one who sees that his wife is overbearing with her
slaves and slave-girls, where he would be
commanded to divorce her, as it is said: “She left
his house and went and married another man.”
The verse called him other because he is not of the
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sexual transgression and the other one stumbled
over her. If Heaven gives him credit, he will divorce
her; otherwise, at the end she will bury him as itis
said, “or if the latter man dies.” That man deserves
to die since he brought that woman into his house.
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“And that you not go about after your own heart” (Numbers ”Djjj‘p N 17900 N‘ﬂ”
15:39). Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said from here: ""A man should o ’7N 2717 N NN

not drink from this cup while setting his eyes on another

cup."

Ravina said: "It is necessary only to state that even with

regard to his own two wives."

Early Amoraic Material

Jerusalem Talmud Shabbat 10:5:2

When (Rebbi Eleazar) [he] died, Rebbi sent to ask his
wife in marriage.

She said to him: "A vessel which was used in holiness
should be used in a profane way?"

Shabbat 62b-63a

Rav Yehudah said: ""Rav said: 'The people of
Jerusalem were people of arrogance; a person would
say to another: ""On what did you dine today - Well-
kneaded bread or bread that is not well-kneaded? On
white wine or on black wine? Sitting on a wide divan

or on a narrow divan? With a good friend or a bad
friend?"""

And Rav Hisda said: ""And all these allude to
promiscuity."
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Sanhedrin 75a

Rabbi Yitzhak said: ""Since the day the Temple was
destroyed, sexual pleasure was taken away and
given to transgressors, as it is stated: 'Stolen
waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is
pleasant' (Proverbs 9:17)."

Rava

Megillah 12b

The verse states: “On the seventh day, when the heart
of the king was merry with wine” (Esther 1:10) - Is
that to say that until now his heart was not merry
with wine? Did it take seven days for him to achieve
merriment?

Rava said: "The seventh day was Shabbat, when the
Jewish people eat and drink, they begin with words
of Torah and words of praise for God. But the nations
of the world, when they eat and drink, they begin
only with words of licentiousness. So too, at the feast
of that wicked man, some said: 'The Median women
are beautiful', while others said: 'The Persian women
are beautiful.' Ahasuerus said to them: 'The vessel
that I use is neither Median nor Persian, but rather
Chaldean. Do you wish to see her?'

They said to him: 'Yes, provided that she be naked.'"
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betrothed, there is a reason why one does not assume that they were 'IITII.U DTN X 71
there beforehand: Because it can be said that there is a presumption 12 e N D'Dj

that a person does not drink from a cup unless he first examines it.
And consequently this man has undoubtedly seen her blemishes and

been appeased about them.”
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Stammaitic

Sanhedrin 39a

The Roman emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: “Your God is
a thief, as it is written: ‘And the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon the man and he slept; and He took one of
his sides, and closed up the place with flesh instead’ (Genesis
2:21).”

The daughter of the emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: “Leave
him, as I will respond to him.”

She said to her father: “Provide one commander [dukhus]
for me.”

He said to her: “Why do you need him?”

She said to him: “Armed bandits came to us this past night,
and took a silver jug from us, and left a golden jug for us.”
He said to her: “Would it be that they would come to us
every day.”

She said to him: “And was it not similarly good for Adam the
first man that God took a side from him and gave him a
maidservant to serve him?”

The emperor said to her: “This is what I was saying: But let
God take his side from him in the open, not during the time
of his deep sleep, like a thief.”

She said to him: “Bring me a slice of raw meat.”

They brought it to her. She placed it under the embers,
and removed it after it was roasted.

She said to him: “Eat from this meat.”

The emperor said to her: “It is repulsive to me.”

She said to him: “Adam the first man as well, had God
taken her from him in the open, she would have been
repulsive to him.”

The emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: “I know your God,
what He does and where He sits.”

Meanwhile, the emperor was moaning and groaning.
Rabban Gamliel said to him: “What is this?”

He said to him: “I have one son in the cities overseas and I
miss him.”

Rabban Gamliel said to him: “I want you to show him to
me.”

The emperor said: “Do I know where he is?”

Rabban Gamliel said to him: “If you do not know that
which is on earth, is it possible that you do know that
which is in the heavens?”
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The emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: “It is written in ,”D’:_lj'la’_? 790n 11” 21°N3
praise of the Lord: ‘He counts the number of the stars; He NJ17¥n KIN ?M°103127 °RD
gives them all their names’ (Psalms 147:4). What is His A TnYN 199973 *30°NY
greatness? I can also count .the stars.” o 7 &m 971N 1T
Rabban Gamliel brought quinces, put them in a sieve, and oo s

spun them. .’IFI’?
He said: “Count them.” AN 79 AL
The emperor said to him: “Stand them still.” 7PN 77 0K
Rabban Gamliel said to him: “The firmament also revolves RITT 7907 "R YO0 77 0K
like this.”

Rabbi Drew Kaplan



http://docs.google.com/Psalms.147.4
http://docs.google.com/topics/rabban-gamliel
http://docs.google.com/topics/rabban-gamliel
https://www.sefaria.org/profile/drew-kaplan

