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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

Drinking Between
the 4 Cups?

Between the Cups in Rabbinic Literature
When we think of the four cups of wine at the Passover Seder, we typically
think of just that: four cups of wine. However, even the Mishnah mentions
that these four cups are a minimum (Mishnah Pesahim 10:1):

...and [the poorest Jews shall be i74MN9! N7I
provided] no fewer than four cups of ~ '7¥ nioi> V2NN
wine [for the Passover Seder], even 1 179K1 )"
from the public communal funds. HNNAN

In fact, later in that same chapter, we read (Mishnah Pesahim 10:7):

If one wants to drink between these DN 1770 NiDidN 12
cups, one may drink, but not 12 .NnY' NinY'7 nyin
between the third and fourth cups. NN N7 W77 wir7y
Clearly, there's the
understanding that both before
the meal and during the meal, ]
one may drink further glasses of ? ? ?
wine beyond the minimum four
glasses of wine, but not between
the third and fourth glasses.
While the Babylonian Talmud does not address this line in the Mishnah,
the Yerushalmi does (Jerusalem Talmud Pesahim 10:6):

Why? So that he should not get drunk. .1onei N7 ‘72wa .nn7

Is he not already drunk? What is the NIN 21PN 121D

difference between wine with the 1itAN Jinag 1 yann

meal and wine after the meal? Qi NN7Y T nn

Wine after the meal intoxicates, wine  .12wn jimn INN7Y "

with the meal does not intoxicate. YN NN JinaY
This is a helpful understanding between those first two gaps as opposed
to this final gap between the third and fourth cups - the concern is getting
drunk. Of course, it is not quite clear as to what is problematic about
getting drunk at this moment: is it a concern for simply getting drunk, is it
a concern for not being able to carry out one’s full liturgical duties for the
fourth cup, or perhaps something else?

Between the 2nd & 3rd Cups in Post-Talmudic Literature
Throughout Jewish tradition, the greatest leeway for drinking between
cups would be that of the gap between the second and third cups; after
all, this is the meal. Not only is drinking a common activity amidst meals,
but the eating helps absorb one’s drinking, so it is perceived as less of a
concern. Nevertheless, Rabbi Moses Isserles (1530-1572), basing himself
off of what Rabbi Yaakov ben Moshe Levi Moelin (1365-1427) (popularly
known as the Maharil) wrote ('N:I"yn n"Ix V"7 nonN):

NN N717ON! N7I
INTR NP 2N
INI7'ONN TON' NTW

One should neither eat more than
sufficiently, nor drink more than
appropriately, so that one should not eat
the afikoman with coarse eating or even to IN N2 N'7ON 7V
get drunk and sleep immediately. TN DNy
As Rabbi Isserles expresses, the concern with heavy drinking amidst the
meal is causing one to get drunk, which would cause sleep, which would
get in the way of fulfilling one’s duties for the post-meal blessings and
liturgical aspects.

Largely Libationless in
Leviticus?

As we have begun the book of Leviticus in our Torah-readings, | have
shared with people in recent weeks that it is difficult to find drinking or
drink references in the book of Leviticus. Several times, people have
responded to me, “With all of the offerings being discussed, aren’t there
plenty of libations taking place?” Actually, there are not.

Yes, it is true there are a lot of offerings made throughout the book of
Leviticus and certainly our Torah portion, yet there are almost no libations
mentioned. While libations are mentioned a few times in chapter 23 of
Leviticus (sheaf of the firstfruits to be waved (23:13), Shavuot (23:18), as
well as a general mention of libations (23:37)), there are no other libations
mentioned throughout the entirety of the rest of the book. Almost
libationless in Leviticus.

As a perfect example of this phenomenon, we can turn to this week’s Torah
portion, which is pretty similar to last week’s Torah portion, in that they
both discuss a variety of offerings, with nary a mention of any libations.
Libationless.

While we can speculate as to the absence of libations in the early part of
Leviticus, despite their receiving plentiful amounts of discussion in the
book of Numbers, perhaps it’s simply enough for us to consider these
sacrifices without the context of libations. Either way, these are certainly
dry Torah portions, leading up to our next Torah portion, in which the
kohanim are forbidden from drinking on the job. Stay tuned....

L’chaimf

Between the 3rd & 4th Cups in Post-Talmudic Literature
While the Mishnah clearly stated that there was a proscription against
drinking between the third and fourth cups, Rabbi Isserles references a few
medieval rabbinic authorities, including Rabbi Moelin, that while this
proscription remains intact, maybe this third cup is not as fixed as one

would expect (‘N:0"un N"IN V"7 NoN):
However, one is able to drink many

times from the third cup and all of it is
considered as one drinking, even though 2"UNNNN NN 2¥NN

one interrupts between these drinkings. 0'"N11 {709NT
This is certainly an interesting loophole to continue one’s drinking of the

third cup(!), even though one is not supposed to drink between the third
and fourth cups. Commenting on this statement, Rabbi Abraham Gombiner
(1633-1683) wrote (0'nYS NN> N"T,N:0"VN N"IN DNI2N 1AN):
When one had their mind to do so at the nvwa nr7v NyT nnwd
time of their blessing. noM
Commenting upon that, Rabbi Jacob ben Joseph Reischer (1661-1733)
commented (0'NYS NN NINW7 712! N"7,0"VN N"IN A7V {71N):
And, by default, when one recites a blessing 12'w> NN'7'nT NNNDI
over the cup, one’s intention is upon all of it. 1712 7v IMyT0DN 7V
However, if the cup is large and holds a great ~ {7'TNni ‘7" T2 DIDN DNI
amount, one should not drink much from it, so 270 NN N7 N2n
that one does not become intoxicated. DY NT7Y T 11NN
{continued on the next page}

710" 'w'7w DIDN 1NN
‘72311 0'NYDS NND NINY'7
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The newest episode of The Jewish
Drinking Show is now out, on the Fifth
Cup of the Passover Seder in the
Talmud.

The episode is available on YouTube,
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, or wherever
else you enjoy listening to podcasts, as
well as at
JewishDrinking.com/Talmud5thCup

{4 cups-drinking from previous page}
A different approach to what Rabbi Isserles wrote is described by Rabbi
Yisrael Meir HaKohen Kagan (1838-1933) (popularly known as the Chofetz
Chaim) who wrote ('N:0”UNn N27n 1IN2):
What Rabbi Moshe Isserles wrote that
everything is considered as one drinking
means to say even if there was still a
quarter-log remaining [in one's cup]. But VY INPIN
this requires further inquiry. WANE LV al]
Rabbi Kagan is not really sure how to consider this: can one continue to
keep cup three rolling? Perhaps, it would seem, albeit inconclusively.

N"nn D"wni
N'MY awnn '7on1
"N "ON 7" NNN

Between the 1st & 2nd Cups in Post-Talmudic Literature
Perhaps the most curious discussions concern drinking between the first
two cups; after all, they should be totally in the clear for drinking, right?
Well, not according to Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575), who wrote (N"IN V"I¥
2:"UN):

If one wants to drink many cups, he has nn> nINW7 n¥1' 0N

permission to do so. Nevertheless, it's n"ni 1T 'lw1n Nion

not appropriate to drink between the nmMW7 N7w 17 1N

first and second cups, if there's no N7 ON W7 IUNT 2

great need, so that he won't get drunk N7V 1D 7IMaIN7

and be prevented from performing the 'lwy7n vini oner

Seder and the reading of the Hagada.  nTann NNNj7I1TON
This assertion that it is not appropriate to drink between these first two
cups is interesting, although he qualifies this assertion by saying “unless
there is a great need” - what constitutes a great need is unclear. However,
what is clear is the reasoning he provides, which is in order to not get
drunk, which would prevent one from accomplishing the prime elements
of the Seder, which is the whole reason for the occasion.

Seemingly pushing back on Rabbi Karo, albeit without naming him, Rabbi

Yoel Sirkis (1561-1640) wrote ('NI:2"Vn 0N N1IN ,N"]):
And if one wants to drink, one can NINWY7 NX ONI
drink even many, one has permission |72 niwnn nnd '"ON
todo SO, which derives from a NIDIDN 2 0Y Nwn
mishnah that between these cups if NMYY N1 OXN 1770
one wants to drink, one can drink WY 1 NN’
between the third and the fourth, one '3 nnw' N7 'vY
shall not drink, etc. And Rabbi Samuel yn/NTD™wN 2001
ben Meir (1085-1158) wrote that "in '2727'n7wN1
the Yerushalmi that between the third 5 qnwr N7 'v1Y
and fourth cups, one should not drink N7 InT1DNY N7W
in order not to get drunk, since one 1"T770 M7 ¥n
would not be able to say Hallel, since  ~pwn jmn InNTw
post-meal wine intoxicates, but what OTIj7 NNWW NN 72N
one drinks prior to the meal does not IN TN ma T
intoxicate; therefore, even between  pn 1IN 1NN 197
the first two cups, one can drink." N AN P

As to what Rabbi Ya'akov ben Asher n"wni nne 217

(1270-1340) wrote [in the Tur] that “one  71>'T12721 21N>
can drink, even many, since it will not 17'ON NINYW'7
intoxicate.” And similarly has Rabbi 1IN INNN NND
Mordekhai ben Hillel HaKohen (1250- >"J1dwn

1298) written. And he wrote further TIV 2NDI DTN
that, between the first and second cups, nixn'17'N)2T
there is a mitzvah aspect to such NINY'7 NJ'N N1

drinking a lot, since it generates hunger NT NN
and one may enjoyably eat matzah, nxn 7oN'1 M
which is not as is written in the N7T1712RM7
anonymously composed Kol Bo. 1'7712w'"d

This is such a fascinating response by Rabbi Sirkis, who not only martials
multiple medieval rabbis to support his position, but even provides the
brilliant opinion of Rabbi HaKohen (popularly known as the Mordekhai)
that, based upon a statement of Rava (280-352) that drinking wine boosts
his appetite (Pesahim 107b).

Even considering this notion about the potential for getting drunk while

drinking between the first and second cups, Rabbi Reischer wrote (j7in

DN N7 T 0T 2"UN NN Q7VY):
And according to this, it implies that other INwT ynwn 197
beverages that are not intoxicating are DINY 7N
permitted to drink. However, according to NN Iown
what Rabbi Mordekhai ben Hillel HaKohen ©"no7 o8 ninw'7
wrote—that the reason one may drink 12T DVON DTINN
between the first and second (cups) is NN Y7 IWN
because wine ‘stimulates the appetite,’ NINNT NINY'7
and thus one will eat matzah with appetite  7oN'17M2177N0
—itis possible that other drinks would be woN j1AN'N7 N¥N
forbidden to drink between the firstand  7ION D'7wN INYT
second, since they do not stimulate (the JIUNT 2 NINY7
appetite). DINY I W7
Nevertheless, we do not find that any 11'¥N N7 19N DNIA
halachic authority expressed concern for YN {7019 DIYY7
such a prohibition; only regarding wine 1" {71 N2 IO
was it necessary to permit it, so that it N7Y 1M'MNT7 NN
should not appear as if one is adding to 7V oInd N
the (obligatory) cups, and also so that you N7v 011 NIDIDN
should not say that wine is TVON NINN NN'M
filling/satiating. TV0

A separate issue with drinking between these two cups is: Can one even
do so? Rabbi Kagan provides both sides of this debate (2:2"vyn n27n N'2):

...one is not permitted to interruptin the NP PN NTAND...
middle of the Haggadah, which is what 2"D UNNNA {7'0917
Rabbi Moses ben Nahman (1194-1270) I'minwna)"anin
wrote; and similarly wrote Rabbi Nissim vnwni .)"n 2"l
ben Reuven of Girona (1290-1376). And it's NPTV AN
further inferable from his words that even 7NN N7 I7'9NT
if one had not yet begun the haggadah, just 71NN Ty
simply that they had poured the cup and 1'2N1 DN ANY
prepared to say the haggadah, that would TN NNN7 INXY

also be forbidden. But Rabbi Zerahiah ben ‘7U21 1IN O™
Isaac ha-Levi Gerondi (1115-1186) 751 'Mn NN
permitted in all of these situations. ... ..

Conclusion

As we look forward to drinking our four cups of wine at the Passover
Seder, there is room for drinking between these statutorily minimum
cups, especially between cups one and two, as well as two and three,
although there are opinions urging not to drink between one and two.
While we are not supposed to drink between cups three and four, there is
the possibility that one could extend one’s drinking of the third cups.
Either way, | am wishing you a joyous and celebratory Passover.

L’chaimf
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