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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

Fetal Drinking? impurifying Beverages
While we typically think of Through the Alr?

Jewish drinking in our own lives

and  experiences we can While reading this week's Torah portion, one gets the sense that there is
remember, one aspect of nothing that has to do with either drinks nor drinking. Yet, there seems to
drinking we typically don’t be an aspect of potential impurity, at least according to one rabbinic
consider is fetal drinking. No, | do opinion regarding the following verse (Lev. 15:12):

not mean getting drunk and An earthen vessel that the one who has had wx k™71
ending up in a fetal position; | abnormal seminal discharge touches shall  12¥ 210 2"V
mean drinking while being a be broken; and any wooden implement shall YU 727701
fetus. As our Torah portion be rinsed with water. 0'Na qoY!

opens up about pregnancy (Lev. Ostensibly that says nothing to do with drinks nor drinking. Yet, we read of
12:1-8), there are some rabbinic a second-century’s sage making such a connection with this verse (,x190

midrashim that discuss

22 NP9, 027 NI VINN):

aspect of drinking. Rabbi Shimon said: "What does this come to ,Jlun "1 1NN
. . teach us? nTNann
Midrashic Take If that one who has had abnormal seminal 21177

As part of his description of the fetal experience, one of the Talmud’s most
famous expounders shared in the third century (Niddah 30b):

Rabbi Simlai expounded: "To whatisa nn7N7mw et
fetus in its mother’s womb INN'VN1 NNIT 1710

discharge confers impurity upon vessels  NnLNw TN'77 ON

requiring rinsing, by touching (them), is it
not already written 'and he who touches

Van1 qow 7>

ANNI 12D NI

5 the flesh of the one who has had abnormal w21 vannl”
comparable. ,TO fafo{ded nOte_bOOk' MIINI79170Y 07197 seminal discharge shall launder his clothes' !"I"'Txa 01> amn
And it rests with its hands onitstwo My PYTY MY 7V I'T (Lev. 15:7)? If one who touches the one who 12 VN ON
. . . . . . 1
sides, its two arms on its two knees, I'MI2IDIN "2 7V I"7'SN has had abnormal seminal discharge qOW 73 NDLN
and its two heels on its two buttocks, 1'Mi2v 17y 117V i thereby confers impurity upon vessels INNY IR AN
. . ! )
and its head rests between its knees, 1217 N2In Nl requiring rinsing, then if he himself q0Y 173 NNV! N7
and its mouth is closed, and its 111201 DND I'D1 2712 (touches them) ’how much more so should 120
umbilicus is open. And it eats from nnn ‘73I81 NN he confer impu;‘ity upon them!" - nn'.7'p On
what its mgther eats, an,d It drmk; NIV N7IIN 1NN “If so, then why is it said ‘and every wooden qow' yv '72 ‘701"
from what its mother drinks, and it IININNIY INRY NN vessel shall be rinsed in water’?” 2'0ma
does not emit excrement lest it killits 2NN knw w1 NN «Rather. these are the foods b;everages aMoIN I';N NIN
mother. But once it emerges into the NN'W I'D1 INN NN and ves,sels above the one V\;hO has had, 0731 DI
airspace of the world, the closed limb, NN91 071Vn VINT abnormal seminal discharge.” TR 1 TUW
i.e., its mouth opens, and the open  NINSN DNDJI DINON So, this is an intriguing midrashic development from the verse that then
limb, its umbilicus, closes, as 7121 1IN 1D RTNTRY leads to even beverages (e.g. wine) becoming impure not even directly
otherwise it cannot live for even one nuw 79N NINN7 touching such a person..
hour....” NNN

This is a rather curious description, although, as Dr. Jeremy Brown writes L . . . . . .
’ ’ ’ Providing an explanation to this expansion of this impurity to those items
it's actually not incorrect ("Niddah 30b ~ Talmudic Embryology" g P P purity

~ [P—— - ? (including drinks) above this person, Rabbi Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Mikhel
7 . . Talmudic embryology

5. Wisser (1809-1879) explains ('N:n"nj7 viixn N7l 7V 0™17N):
reflected the prevailing Greek L X
theories of the times. But This is something that was unnecessary to I'NY 2T T
| those theories developed say, since Scripture has already explained nI7 Ny
without the benefit of that a person who touches a man who has N2 N2DY
microscopes and the other had an abnormal seminal discharge impurifies V212N OTNY
tools later available to vessels, as it was written "he shall launder his ~ 0/75 xnon a1
scientists. Despite this, clothes" (Lev. 15:7), and, all the more so, [one 010" W'Nd
sometimes, the rabbis of the "
s ) who has been touched by] a man who has had 1PY 721"
Talmud were spot on with i R
their embryology. Today’s an abnormal seminal discharge. .Inxy am
statement of Rav Simlai is a But Rabbi Shimon's explanation concerns the  jlvnw " 1w1oI
' good example. ... Itis a vessels, the foods, and the beverages thatare  D'70n 7V 'Nj7Y
_ perfect description of a above the man who has had an abnormal D'7wni 0'73INI
L . growing fetus, written as if seminal discharge, even though they were not N2 a1 7uw
. 2 B Rav Simlai was looking at in contact with the man who has had an V21 N7 23 7Y
= .f.‘.‘? Leonardo Da Vinci’s famous . .
e s abnormal seminal discharge. an
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Another
Tannaitic
(early
rabbinic)
text that
relates to
this
situation,
including
drinks, is
the
following
(Mishnah
Zavim 4:6):

There is a greater stringency in the case ofa  nnanNn
corpse than a man who has had an 27nY ,273n
abnormal seminal emission. For, whereas 1dUn nwiv
the man who has had an abnormal seminal avini
emission defiles all objects on which he sits I'mnnn
or lies upon, so that these likewise convey DTN NRLY7
impurity to people and garments, and he  ,0'712 NQU'7I

conveys to what is above him impurity TN 123 ‘71
through indirect contact by breathing, so 1"79N NRUVYT
that these, in turn, defile food and nn,)en

beverages, whereas in the case of a corpse, nnn Ny
no such uncleanness is conveyed. Greater QN .NQLN

stringency is also found in the case of a nnny ,nna
corpse, since it can convey impurity by 70N2 NALN
overshadowing, and it defiles seven days’ nxnQ Nnoni
defilement, whereas in the case of a man nn ,nvay
who has had an abnormal seminal emission, RiRUNY
no such impurity is conveyed. NnLN

While one might think that items that become impure can be purified, yet

we read elsewhere in the Mishnah (Makhshirin 4:8):
Water does not purify other nx DMQLN D'AN 'N
beverages. 1'i7nn Y

This is reminiscent of another text from the Mishnah regarding drinking

impure beverages (Mikva’ot 10:8):
If one drank impure beverages and  ,0'NNV D'j7YN NNY
then one immersed and then vomited ,0'NRO ,IN'i77] ‘720

them up, the beverages are still DNV 12'RY 119N
impure because they did not become 0'n NNY 9112
pure in the body. If one drank unclean 720 ,0'NN0
water and immersed and then vomited ,0MinY ,ON'{70I
it up, it is clean because it became DNINL DY 119N
purified within the body. a2

Ultimately, though, what does it matter when one consumes impure
beverages or pure beverages? A consequence of these beverages
becoming impure is what it can do to one who drinks them, as we read

elsewhere in the Mishnah (Mishnah Zavim 5:12):

The following disqualify terumah:...one ...ARNAN NN D'70I 17N

who drinks impure beverages.... ..'NQL '7¥n Nnivn|
Rabbi Obadiah ben Abraham of Bertinoro (1445-1515) helpfully provides
an explanation of this Mishnah, sharing (commentary on the Mishnah, SV

0O'NRV D'7YWN Nnivnl):
The Sages said that a person in this situation is D2 NV
treated as having a secondary level of ritual ny R
impurity (meaning: not fully impure, but impure nNnY7
enough to affect certain sacred items),and asa NN 70i91
result, one can invalidate terumah (food set .ARINNN
aside for priests that must remain ritually pure). NRYLI
And the reason why the Rabbis make this decree 112117
in these cases is that, sometimes, when ,' 102
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{Fetal Drinking, continued from previous page}
Remaining in the Belly

As a fetus already begins drinking what its mother drinks while in its

mother’s belly, it is also impressive that it is able to remain in her belly

(Vayikra Rabbah 14:3):
Rabbi Tahlifa of Caesarea said: “If a NMD7T NO'7NA 127 NN
person eats one portion of food after NN NOIN9 DTN '7oN DN
another portion of food, does not the TIN NNIT 1Y N7 NDND
second portion expel the first? But no N 1D NYND ,NIIYUNID
matter how much food a woman eats or NN2I N'72IN NN 728N
how many beverages she drinks, the fetus  i1NI NniY X' D'j7eN
is not expelled - is this not ‘life and 00 07PN, THD NRIT
lovingkindness’? Ton|

A helpful explanation to the beginning of this statement is Rabbi Henoch
Zundel ben Joseph (d. 1867), who wrote (ON N"T ,2:T" N2 Nj7'1 7V qOI' YU
DTN 72IN)

When a person eats, even though the 7N 710 7ONNNY NI
food goes to the stomach and intestines, .0'Yn 121 NJNIVYNN
and the fetus is in the womb, "yn"n.onaT7nl
nevertheless, because the woman is TAUD NOI7T NURNY
upright, the weight of the stomach would NN NNIT NN NJONIVYRN
press against the womb and push the 717 7710 AN oNIN
fetus — if not for the providence of God. "N nnawn
Post-Fetal Drinking

While gestational drinking has been the focus so far, there is also a
midrash that describes the transition for providing for a fetus that then
becomes a newborn (Vayikra Rabbah 14:3):
Rabbi Meir said: “All nine months thata nvwn 72 '8N 21NN
woman does not see blood, shereally NN nwiND 'NE DTN

should have seen it. What did The Holy NDRY NN T2 07
Blessed One do? He removed (the A2 YITED NN ,NNIN
blood) upward to her breasts and N'7yn7 i770n nwiv NN
made it milk, so that when the baby 2,270 INWIVI TT7
was born there, food would be for him 1T 17 NI THD NYY
to eat. Even more so if it was a male N0 ON NI, 7oNYT
child, as it says: ‘When a woman 1D NN NNY DT
conceives and gives birth to a male’." 21 NT7'1Vm

In Rabbi Meir’s description, instead of witnessing uterine blood, it
transforms into the beverage of milk for her fetus to drink - one liquid is
being transformed into a liquid/beverage of life.

Conclusion
Taken together, these rabbinic midrashim point to not only drinking as
something that happens ex utero, but even in utero. Thus, it seems that
the rabbis are pointing out drinking as a continual life-giving behavior,
especially as we are developing in utero, preparing us for the post-
gestational world. May all of our drinking provide us nourishment and life.

L’chaim
someone is eating, they are eating 7ONT1INTT
impure foods, and while that impure Tl ,0'NRL O'7ON
food is still in one’s mouth, one might nNINNT 078N
put terumah beverages into one’s Tiva Anoa
mouth, causing the sacred liquid to DO'NRQV D'7ONDY
become invalid. And similarly, AN7 7091 ,1'02

sometimes a person might drinkimpure ~ MT1IN71'A1121
beverages, and - while itis stillin one’s 'Yl 'RV 1'7¥N

mouth - one might put terumah food NRINNT 0728
into one’s mouth, again causing the ,1'921Tiva oA
sacred food to become invalid. 1n7'7091

Although we do not currently operate within a lifestyle that works with
terumah or purity/impurity, these are certainly some interesting
considerations regarding impure beverages. May we only drink pure

beverages! L’chaimf

Oneg Shabbas is a project of Jewish Drinking, Inc., a 501(c)3 initiative to educate about drinking in

Jewish wisdom, tradition, history, practice, and more in order to enrich people's lives.

Tax-deductible donations made be contributed at JewishDrinking.com/Donate




	Oneg Shabbas
	the unofficial Parashah sheet for kiddush clubs
	Fetal Drinking?
	Impurifying Beverages Through the Air?
	An archive of this publication is available at JewishDrinking.com/Parashah-Sheets Oneg Shabbas is composed by, edited by, and published by Rabbi Drew Kaplan. If you have any comments, compliments, or suggestions, he may be reached at Drew@JewishDrinking.com


	If you are, or know of someone, who struggles with alcohol abuse, alcoholism, or other substance abuse, there are resources out there to help: JewishDrinking.com/AlcoholAbuse
	{Impurifying Beverages, continued from previous page}
	{Fetal Drinking, continued from previous page}


	L’chaim🍷
	L’chaim
	Oneg Shabbas is a project of Jewish Drinking, Inc., a 501(c)3 initiative to educate about drinking in Jewish wisdom, tradition, history, practice, and more in order to enrich people's lives.  Tax-deductible donations made be contributed at JewishDrinking.com/Donate


