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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

A Drinking Solution: Seducing with Wine
Miriam's Well for Idolatry?

Miriam Passes & Water is Lacking Towards the end of our parashah, we read of the following brief story
Early on in our Torah portion, we read of the passing of Miriam, followed by (Num.25:1-3):
the observation of the absence of water, immediately followed by fighting While Israel was staying at Shittim, TN 26k (N)
(Num. 20:1-5): the nation profaned themselves by DU 70 D1oR2
(1) The Israelites arrived in a body at =73 781112418211 (R) fornicating with the daughters of  :anin nip™7 Niary
the wilderness of Zin on the first YTN2 ¥ 121N NV Moab, (2) who invited the nation to DY71Ni7nL Q)
new moon and the people stayed at DV 2L igNR the sacrifices for their god. The NN N1
Kadesh. Miriam died there and was  DiNn DY NRAI U732 nation partook of them and 10N oY
buried there. (2) The community -N71 (2) :0¥ 12Nl worshiped that god. (3) Thus Israel Tyl () '07N7
was without water, and they joined 101 NTy7 oM i attached itself to Baal-peor, and iYD 7127 TR
against Moses and Aaron. (3) The () N7V Nwnt7y The LORD was incensed with Israel. 71w 'n N
people quarreled with Moses, nyn-oy oyn 17yl While reading this brief story, which is followed by negative
saying, “If only we had perished 12U 471 N7 0NN consequences, it is easy to consider the first verse as we can simply
when our brothers perished at the  (7) : 'n 197110X VIa imagine them being led astray by certain desires, which then led to the
instance of The LORD! (4) Why have  7nj7nxDn~an nn7l idolatry in the second verse, leading to God’s immense anger at them in
you brought The LORD’s N 12TANN N the third verse. Yet, our tradition has a midrash that does not imagine this
congregation into this wilderness 11NN DY NINY story to be so simple. Otherwise, wouldn’t women from other nations have
for us and our beasts to die there? 71 () AVl caused these men to be led astray? Why them?
(5) Why did you make us leave Egypt DAYAN N7V
to bring us to this wretched place, a Di7RN"78 110N N2NY Midrash
place with no grain or ﬂgs, orvines D"m |,N7 R U_Jv? A commonly recurring midrash found in multiple works is the following
or pomegranates? There is not even 1iR9A1 NANT VT (Sifrei Bamidbar 131:2):
water to fd""k!” o o . ninYT R O "They came and sat in Shittim" (Num. ,0'0W1 DN7 121 1IN
For. readers of this publlcatlon, this f!nal word likely stands out to us - 25:1) - in the place of straying. At that ANIN2 NIV DIj7N2
“drink”. Indeed, while verse 2 mentions there was no water for the time, Ammonites and Moabites arose and 07INY ITNY nuw
community, part of their complaint in verse 5 is that there is no water to built markets for themselves from Beth  )/7ij7n DN 1121,,0ANINI
drink. Of course, water can be used for bathing or other such uses, but not HaYeshimoth until Har HaShaleg, where TR TUI NINWA NN
even having water to drink is a critical matter. they installed harlots, old ones outside ~,0'w1 DY WINI 1700
and young ones within, who sold flaxen .0mwa'1n ‘7> 0ndini
Miriam and Water garments. And Israel ate and drank. D'7DIN TN 17
Another aspect of the above is the difficulty in ignoring the juxtaposition of At that time, a man would go out for .omiwi
Miriam’s passing and the absence of water. In fact, this this connection is leisure and seek to buy something from NNI' DTN NVUY NNINA
articulated by a turn-of-the-third century sage (Ta’anit 9a): the old one, she would offer it to him at 17 Nj7'7 wizani ' 7mo7
Rabbi Yossi, son of Rabbi Yehudah, :nix nTin! 273200 cost, whereupon the young one would nN'1LN7IN N YoON
says: "Three good sustainers rose D2iL 0'01ND NY7Y call out to him from within, saying "Come  n1Vj71;1"wa 17 N12IN
up for the Jewish people; they are: SN TRY and buy it for less," and he did so. The 0'192N 17 NI NI
Moses, Aaron and Miriam. NN YN 7N same, the next day and the day after. The ,'MIN921 37 Nj71 N12"
And three good gifts were given .0nni third day, she would say to him "Come NIN'N N7I7 RID DRI
through their agency, and these are 1111 Ni1iv NN Y7L inside and pick for yourself — you're like  ,awn orarjiwsin nom
they: the well, the cloud, and NN 7N,DT 7Y one of the family." He obliged. 17 "nX 'w7wn 0l
manna. RlalIREMY] The pitcher near her was full of 77121 01o7 oo
The well in the merit of Miriam; , 0N NHDTA — N2 Ammonite wine, the wine of gentiles "?N1112 NNN N O NYYT
the pillar of cloud in the merit of NId1 — 1V TRy having not yet been forbidden to AUXINNILN7¥N D11 NI
Aaron; 10N Israelites. She would say to him: "Would  Tuw ,aimyvn "n " N'7n
manna in the merit of Moses. .nYnndm[—In you like to drink some wine?" He obliged, 0'12'7¥ 12" TONI N7
{continued on page 2} and when the wine burned in him, he said Niall]
o, —m : to her "Consent to me," at which she took nnwnw 2x1" ;17 NN
an image of Peor from under her breast- ,ANIY N RINE= "2
band and said to him: "My master, if you NI 2w nql
want me to consent to you, bow down to N7 wnewnt N7
this." 1IVD 7w DIDT NN'NIN
He: "Can | bow down to idolatry?" ,N7Y 1'{709 NNNN

{continued on page 3}
Oneg Shabbas is composed by, edited by, and published by Rabbi Drew Kaplan.
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Page Two
{Miriam’s Well, continued from previous page}

Commenting on Rabbi Yossi, son of Rabbi Yehudah’s connection of these
three siblings to these special occurrences for our ancestors, an
anonymous sage of the Talmud then states (Ta’anit 9a):

When Miriam died, the well disappeared, —D0nnnnn
as it is stated: “And Miriam died there” ,INAN 77102
(Num. 20:1), and it says thereafter in the 0¥ NNRI" NNIY
next verse: “And there was no water for aM31,"0NN
the congregation” (Num. 20:2). But the N N7I7 :ANNa
well returned in the merit of both Moses i ,"nTy7 0m
and Aaron. 1Y nid1a
It certainly seems as if this well disappeared when she passed, although
what does it mean that the well returned in Moses’ and Aaron’s merit?
Sharing her take on this Talmudic perspective, Maharat Ruth Balinsky-
Friedman shared on episode 36 of The Jewish Drinking Show:
There's a connection between Miriam and water especially because,
right after she dies, then they complain about there not being any
water and so what the Gemara then alleges is that, when Miriam died,
the well disappeared, which is why the people then complain that
there's no water, but that, luckily, through Moshe and Aharon's merit,
it then returned. It seems to be confined to the wilderness and also
like we said, a logical thing to think is: “How are you going to have
water?” There must have been some magical access to water. We
know there was magical access to food with the man, so water, there
also must have been.
It certainly seems as if this well disappeared when she passed; indeed,
Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki (1040-1105) (popularly known as Rashi) drawing
upon both Rabbi Yossi, son of Rabbi Yehudah’s statement, as well as the
anonymous statement from the Talmud (0'n n'n 871 N"7,2:5 127N 7V "N
nTvY):

From this verse, we understand that

they had this well for 40 years on D7 N Ny

account of Miriam’s merit. DN MDA INAN
While it does not ostensibly seem as if it was necessarily Moshe and
Aharon’s merit that the waters returned, yet, they still maintained some
merit in that they were commanded to speak to the rock to yield water
(Numbers 20:8), almost as if it would be restarting the relationship
between the leaders and the rock [in order to provide water].

DIV 7Y N2

How come Moshe and Aharon didn’t merit the well in the first place? This
is something that Rabbi Shabbethai ben Yoseph Bass (1641-1718)
considers (0N N> INAN N'"T,/2’D 12N ,0'NDN 'MOY):

For immediately after Miriam nnNWd TN Nnw

died, they no longer had water. DN7 "N N70MN

You might ask: Why was the well ONl.OM TV

not in Aharon’s or Moshe’s merit? N'n N7 N7 1NN

The answer is that it was in the JDNN NIDT INAN

merit of Miriam waiting for Moshenid>n 7" ,nwn IN

by the water, to see what would nwn7 ninnny

happen to him when he was NnIN17 0NN 7V

placed there in the box [as a 17 nwY' Nn

baby] (Ex. 2:4). In return, this ,N2M2 7w

merit of the well, i.e., the water ~ NIJT N7 NWV1 127

that The Holy One Blessed Be He  1"nTaNa ‘7w it

provided for the congregation n"jn Ny on

was on her behalf. n72awanTv70n

Miriam’s Well

For more on the topic of
Miriam’s Well, you can check
out the "Miriam's Well"
episode of The Jewish
Drinking Show, featuring
Maharat Ruth Balinsky-
Friedman.

The episode is available on YouTube and wherever you prefer listening
to podcasts, as well as at JewishDrinking.com/MiriamsWell

The Well Created on the Twilight of Creation
Perhaps one of the most famous mentions of this well is not one that
explicitly mentions Miriam, but does specify that INan '© “the mouth of
the well” is one of the ten items that were created on the twilight of the
creation Shabbat (Avot 5:6). Specifying Miriam’s connection with this well
is Rabbi Obadiah ben Abraham of Bartinura (1445-1515), who wrote
(ANaN 91 N"T 1N NIAN NIRN 7V N1I0N2):
Miriam's well that went with Israel
in the wilderness on all of the
journeys. And some say, that it
opened its mouth and uttered
song, as it stated, "rise up, O well;
answer it" (Numbers 21:17).

Y 0NN 7Y NN
1272 7MW DY NDTIN
,0NNIN Y .Nivonn ‘722
;Y NN YD NNN9Y
7Y (N> 12TN2) NNy
711y N2

Description of The Well
One early rabbinic text provides quite the description of how this well
worked to provide our ancestors with enough water to drink (Tosefta
Sukkah 3:3)
...And thus was the well that was
with Israel in the wilderness: it was 7N DY NNy
like a rock perforated like a sieve, VY707 NNIT12TN
bubbling and rising like the mouth of n1®79n [N121d] X'7N
this flask. It would go up with them NN 79N '913 N7II
to the mountains and descend with DN7 1NNV N7y
them into the valleys. Wherever NINA7 [Ny NN
Israel encamped, it would rest MY 7Y 017N
across from them, at a high place DIj7N2 17210 MY NIN
opposite the entrance of the Tentof 7w INND T11> NN
Meeting. The leaders of Israel would IN'WI TVIN 7NN
come and circle it with their staffs 122101 'N2 7RO
and recite over it the song, as it is 1NMI7{7N1 NNIN
said: "Spring up, O well—sing to it!" TIN N7V ONNINI
"Spring up, O well!" (Numbers 21:17). (N> 12TN) Nwn
And the waters would bubble up and 7V N7 12V N2 7Y
rise like a pillar upward, and each 1'vavan 0'ninl N2
{continued on page 4}
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{Wine-Seduction, continued from page 1} Q Q Q

The Ammonite Wlne Midrash

She: "What difference does it make 73X, 07 NNIN
to you? | am only asking that you NINNPN - 777 unwne For more on the topic of this Aﬁﬂﬁfrﬂ@@lh
H n " .

bare yourself before him." (The Nt midrash, you can check out the d
sages ruled that baring oneself to INT'W7 21" :n7 NN T gy
Peor is its mode of worship.) "2nInnwn isode of The Jewish Drinki
The wine burned in him and he said N9IIN NN DI 17 NN episoae o _e ewis . A
"Consent to me." N7INW N7R 1N - 277 Show, featuring Rabbi Reuven
She: "If you want me to consent to "7 ynxy Chaim Klein. ; ,
you, 'veer off' from the Torah of INXY WoNN" NNN NN The episode is available on YouTube and wherever you prefer
Moses." STV AT NN WS Va7 listening to podcasts, as well as at
And he did so, as it is written, "They Javnrn nnl JewishDrinking.com/AmmoniteWine
veered off to shame (i.e., to "7 unwn" N7 NN . . .
idolatry); and they became VNWNY J2I¥1" 17 NONIN Midrash in the Yerushalmi
detestable (to Me) in loving (the 7¥ IMINn N - 717 In the Talmud Yerushalmi, we get an introduction to this midrash that
daughters of Moav)" (Hoshea ANNIY T NINL,'NeNn demonstrates a motivation (Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 10:2):
10:10). nwiYy Nn" (0 ywin) Now what did the evil Balaam do [to warrant DY71 NRY NN DI
In the end, they reverted to (their " .DINND DVIY I losing his portion in the world to come]? venin
practice of) making idolatrous D7 NIWY7 TN NINNNa It was because he gave advice to Balak son NNV Y T 7Y
banquets for them to which they 0Ny oI IN1LDINTIN of Zippor on how to cause Israel’s downfall 7917 119¥8 12 {7727
invited them, as it is written, "And NN NI DN by the sword. 1M 7MW NN
they (the Moavite women) called "OnnYN 'Nar7 vy He said to him, “The God of this nation hates 7V NITN 17 0N
the people to the sacrifices of their ANIN VINW 12 11V7N fornication. So put up your daughters for NIIY RIN 1T NNIR
gods, etc." (Num. 25:2). NDNY7 TWON 'NY DWD fornication, and you will rule over them.” IT'NYUN N7N NIT NN
Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua says: "Just - YU N72 N'7TN |n wIN9Y7 He said to him, “And will [the Moabites] DNNI NN 0O
as a nail cannot be removed from a NI IWON N D listen to me [when | tell them to turn their 1)o7y
door without wood, so, too Israel N7271V9N 10 wNoY daughters into whores]?” 1IN 7 unemi 7N
cannot leave Peor without souls." NIwol He said to him, “Put up your own daughter N1 07N Y7 NN

As you can see from this midrash, wine is involved. The function of the first, and they W',l,l see and then accept what 1"An N

you say to them. 17 1'vnui

wine is to serve as a way of causing the men to loosen up and foster sexual
desire, with the Moabitesses around. However, instead of this midrash
describing these economic encounters that lead to sexual liaisons

In this introduction, Bilaam was seeking Israel’s downfall, so this plan
was put into place by offering up Moab’s own daughters for such
purposes, which also explains why the verse mentions “daughters of

l;:c?t Cou,ig Moab”: Similarly.to what we rear:i in the previous iteratior) of the midrash,
intimate there is a multi-day progression in the market, leading to the men
connection entering their tents, whereupon they encounter the wine (ibid.):
s that When he came in, [he found there] a DY ' D121 N |11
would flagon of wine, Ammonite wine, which is "N NI
possibly very strong. And it serves as an NINI N7 NINW INVN
lead to the aphrodisiac to the body, and its scent NIT7 NNSN 9N NN
Moabitesse was enticing. (Now up to this time the 1" TVI .y9V9N INM Nl
s to coax wine of gentiles had not been prohibited ‘7w 017" 2" 10N N7
the men to for Israelite use by reason of its being 7NIW' 7V 0ND]
idolatry, it libation wine.) AN 17 NN NN
positions Now the girl would say to him, “Do you 1" OI> NINY7
the want to drink a cup of wine,” and he N'DIEPN N7 IR NN
daughters would reply to her, “Yes.” So she gave 11 NI RINEI7 NN
of Moab as him a cup of wine, and he drank it. "N N NNIY nny
conditionali When he drank it, the wine would burn 7 NDNDD 12V
zing the in him like the Venom of a snake. Then N7 NIN NN NIDN
sexual he would say to her, “Surrender yourself 17 1vnein
encounter [sexually] to me.” AN 17 NNIN NI
upon the She would say to him, “Do you want me 17 Vnuny
idolatrous to ‘surrender’ myself to you?” NN TN NN NI
consent. And he would say “Yes.” 7W DIDL 17 NN'NIN
Then she took out an image of Peor from  n7w nj7'n NN 11IWo
While there is hesitancy by the men, they are convinced that all they have her bosom, and she said to him, “Bow anin
to do is to become naked, which it seems they were already planning on down to this, and I'll surrender myselfto 17 nINNWN 17 NNIX
doing, yet the wine returns to the story once again to catalyze this you.” 17 nuna 81
activity. While there was some intrigue while shopping, what catalyzes the And he would say to her, “Now am | U7 191 17 NI NN
fornication followed by idolatry on the men’s part is this Ammonite wine. going to bow down to an idol?” AINMWN 1IN
Furthermore, it is fascinating to read of the parenthetical historical And she would say to him, “You don’t NN PR 17 NIR NN
comment that this story took place prior to the sages forbidding gentile really bow down to it, but you expose A7IN2 NN AIRNEN
wine. yourself to it.” 17NNy

In this version, the Ammonite wine is described as being very strong, as

In this telling, while we do not understand the motivation of the ye|| a5 possessing an enticing smell, as well as aphrodisiacal, causing the
Moabitesses, aside from getting these men to worship their gods, perhaps | ,.oh, to be sexually aggressive.

there is something more going on. {continued on page 4}
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{Wine-Seduction, continued from page 3}

Midrash in the Babylonian Talmud G o ld M e d aliStS

In this midrash’s telling in the Babylonian Talmud, Bilaam brings not only
a more focused strategic angle, but also knowledge that the Jews are in  With the first-ever kosher-certified spirits competition having

need of linen garments (Sanhedrin 106a): taken place this month, here are the gold medalists (in
Balaam said to them: "The God 7w DA'N7X DN7 NN alphabetical order):
of these Jewish people NIN NN'TNIIY 17N .
despises lewdness, and they 737 DINNN DA * Catoctin ‘
desire linen garments, as they IN'WNI N2 MWD Creek ' { i T iy
have no new garments; come, D77 107 NBY XY Roundstone | : = i) =
and | will give you advice. Make NN W Rye Cask \ S e ——
for them enclosures using wall AT YInaN N Proof Whisky !(()SHER SPIRITS
hangings and seat prostitutes 17 "o 01daN (certified by J—— AWARDS ——|\
in them, with an old woman N7 Nwy o 17D Star-K) ~——
outside the enclosure and a TV 17w 10N D77 * Ruach Ascent
young woman inside, and have WINI NI N2 Single Malt
the women sell them linen yinan N7 i na Whisky
garments." 0193n N7 (certified by

OK Kosher

Certification)

¢ Tekiah Kosher
Aiejo
(certified by
the Orthodox
Union)

These three products were all awarded Best in Show

{Miriam’s Well, continued from page 2}

While we read of a similarity with this midrash’s telling in the Bavli with
that of the Yerushalmi insofar as God despising fornication, yet the real
bait was this clothing. A further difference is both the manner of worship,
as well as giving up Torah in this excerpt after she requests that he
worship the idol (ibid.):

She said to him: "And what is your 77 NOIN NI
concern? We are asking you to do D'wi7an 017D
nothing more than defecate." UV N7N NN
But he does not know that its VTIIIN NINI]
worship is conducted in that P2 nnTavw
manner. Once he did so, she said NTN TIV NTI . .
to him: “Moreover, | will not leave TV AnNIN N person woulq draw ywth his staff— 721 n7un7 TNV 1"71V1
you until you deny the Torah of AR AI99NY each accord!ng to h!s trlbg and o 177702 IN TNNITNN
Moses your teacher” 121 nen ea'ch ?ccordmg tO.hIS fam|l¥, asitis IVJ'NI 1027 WIN
This version of the midrash has defecation being the manner of worship said: "The WellWhlc_h the princes (?w) Nw] innown’
dug..." (Numbers 21:18). 121 DY NNSN N

rather than mere nakedness. Moreover, the push for him to deny the .
Torah is another addition here. While we do not read of a fascinating Conclusion

description of this Ammonite wine in this midrash as we had in the While there is no explicit connection of the well of water flowing with
Yerushalmi, it yet again plays a pivotal part in this move for these men to Miriam, it is hard to ignore in this week’s Torah portion that it stopped

seek out pleasure with these women. flowing upon her death. As such, our sages articulated this implicit
connection, providing us with the consideration that her merit yielded
Conclusion water through this rock/well during her lifetime. Moreover, it was able to

While the abrupt narrative concerning our ancestors fornicating with the fUrnish enough water supply to provide sufficient hydration in the desert

daughters of Moab speaks of this fornicating followed by idolatry, our fo.r our ancestors. Fortunately, for our ancestors, God then command,ed
sages viewed this story as having been lubricated by wine. While it’s not Miriam’s brothers to speak to the rock to yield water for our ancestors. I’'m

clear why this wine comes from Ammon. it is definitely curious.... wishing you a plentifully hydrated Shabbaj!
L’chaim¥ L’chaim¥
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