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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

Drinking Manna?

While we typically think of manna (Hebrew: man (the English word manna While this midrash does not depict a person drinking the man, it still is
does not denote a direct transliteration of the Hebrew word |n, but rather depicted as drinkable, albeit by an animal. While it is unclear where this
takes its transliteration from the Septuagint, which rendered it pavva deer chanced upon this man - perhaps some excess man? - this midrash
(manna)), which we will use subsequently hereafter) as a food item to positions these gentile nations as seeking to taste some of this man from
consume, there seems to be the possibility that it might be somewhat the deer somehow (maybe by eating of the deer’s meat or even from its
drinkable, when we read of its description in this week’s Torah portion stomach?). Curiously, the unmediated man is described as very bitter for

(Num. 11:7-8): _ the gentiles, yet, through the deer’s drinking of the man, they are able to
Now the man was like coriander seed, 12V NP T3V 11101 consume the deer through which they are able to enjoy the taste of man.
and in color it was like bdellium. The  Dyn{o :n'7man 1w Through this tasting, they realize how much of a delicacy it is.
people would go about and gather it, iN D'N213N0V1HD7T7I
grind it between millstones or pound it 1927w N3 T2 DT One question that remains, though, is how did this deer drink the man?
in a mortar, boil it in a pot, and make it NI NiY INN 1PV e

into cakes. It tasted like rich cream. ‘Inein Y7 DV invo m%&mﬁAND CUBITS
Man would seem to taste like rich cream, but was it drinkable? CAME DOWN EACH DAY+

Midrash on Drinkability
According to one midrashic description, it would seem that man was

indeed drinkable (Midrash Tanhuma (Buber) Beshallah 22:1):
The peoples of the world were not able  1'71>' I'n N7 D71V NININ

to taste it because in their mouths it Di'D1 N'NY,1IN DIVVY7
became like bitter wormwood. What did ,0'wiv I'n nni ,jnn o . 1] AND REMAINED FOR FOUR HOURS.
they do? They caught a deer that had NNIY NP AN I N e e e

drunk of it, and they took from it a taste nvon 11NN "MYIVI 11NN

of man. Then they said: "Blessed be the  MwNx DMNIN NI, N 7Y

nation which has this." 17 Nddw an :
This differentiation between the ability to consume this item sounds similar
to the waters in Egypt being consumable by the Israelites, while the
Egyptians could not drink it, as it was blood (Exodus 7:21 & 7:24).
Furthermore, why is it described as bitter wormwood to their tastes? It
certainly seems as if the midrash is trying to position the man as being
potentially consumable, yet, only in their mouths did it become so
disgusting to eat. Another curious aspect about this midrash is where are
these gentiles such that they are encountering the man? Are they finding .
the Israelites in the desert specifically, or did they just happen to be Midrash on Man as a Beverage
wandering travellers, perhaps like bedouins? Also: what is driving these | was thinking the manna that the deer drank had been some leftover
gentiles to seek out these deer? How did they think to track them down to man from some of our ancestors that they had melted down, yet, there is

eat of them that reminded them of what man is meant to taste like? another midrash that describes the provision of man in drinkable form
(Midrash Tanhuma (Buber) Beshallah 21:1):
Zavdi ben Levi said: "Two NYAINN 712 Tar

- thousand cubits (of man) came  TI' ' NNN D'97N

down each day and remained for n'ni,or 7o nn

four hours. As soon as the sun VIIN TV TNV

rose over it, it melted and NN nive

became countless torrentsasit ' "7V NN2 wNwN

flooded and ran down. 0'7N1 NPVII {71IN1

- For whom is it destined now? For  , 7" q0WI 0'7N]
E-’.‘ ._: the righteous in the world to 1i7mn i ma
- ~x o come. D'{7"TN7 WDV
i Whoever believes has the right to XIn¥ 'n ,Nan 071V7
eat of it, but whoever does not 72INI NDIT'ANN

believe, 'may not look upon the INW Ml ,Inn

streams, [the torrential rivers of nI791 X' '7N NN

honey and cream]' (Job 20.17). LMD arN) '
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As soon as it ran down in rivers, the 0'7n12 T n'nw |11

peoples of the world came to drink  1'N2 D7IVN NININ I'N

from it; but it became wormwood NINI,1IINN NINY'7

and gall in their mouths, as stated, ,n1y71 T2 DN'91 NWW]

'Now the man was like bitter seed' T2 VD1 1NN INNIY

(Num. 11.7). (TN 12T) ' NN

For Israel, however, the man NwY1 787 718

became honey within their mouths, Dw>,waTDN'® N2

just as it says, '[and its taste was] ~ N'MN'OXD INVLI NINY

like wafers in honey' (Ex. 16.31)." .(N7 10 NINW) w212
As Zavdi ben Levi describes it, the man was provided in a solid form, yet
the sun melted it in such a massive quantity that there were man rivers
coursing through the desert(!), thus enabling deer to then drink from this
man river.

Also as he describes it, instead of the gentiles eating the man, they,

- > too, drank from this
man river. However,
whereas the deer
drank from it without
problem, when the
peoples of the world
drank from this man
river, it was not only
the bitterness of the
wormwood they
tasted, but also bile,
both of which are not
enjoyable to taste.

Another drinkable
il aspect of this man,
according to Zavdi

: ben Levi is the turning
of the man into honey in the Israelltes mouths which is quasi-drinkable.

Midrash on Man Tasting Differently According to Age
This difference in taste of the man according to identity is not unique to
Zavdi ben Levi, as we read of yet another midrash, this time by a third-
century sage (Midrash Tanhuma (Buber) Beshallah 22:1):

Rabbi Yossi bar Hanina said: "The N7 N1'IN 1201 1NN
babies who tasted it were not like 110N DVIV |j7TNY DY
the old people who tasted it. LININ 'MYI0 NI7IINN
How? 773D
To the babies, it had the taste IMIN VIV I'N NIF7IINN
of milk, as stated, 'And it tasted N'NINNIY 27N DVO
like rich cream' (Num. 11.8); 1NYN TY7 0VLD INVO
to the youths, it tasted like ,(N N'12TN2)
honey, as stated, 'and its taste was  12]'nVIL I'n DAINANI
like wafers in honey' (Ex. 16.31); INVOI INNIY ,w2TD
to the old people, it tasted like 70 NINY) w271 N'N'OND
bread, as stated, 'Behold, | will rain ,(N7
down bread from the heavens for ,0nN7> 12 )MyIL DIFMI
you' (Ex. 16.4); 027 1'0NN 1N NNIY
to the sick, it tasted like fine flour ,(TDOw Ow) o'nwn 1N oNY
mixed with oil and honey, like N'7102 INVIL ' N7IN0NI
barley grits, which they make for ~ 10'0> ,waTijnwa 11vnn
one who is sick, as it is said, 'They NNIY ,NTI7NT "IV 1T
boiled itin a pot' (Num. 11.8). (N X' 12TN2) WNdA 17wl

While this midrash does not describe man as drinkable or necessarily as a
beverage, it does seem that Rabbi Yossi bar Hanina is describing the man
as tasting like honey for the youth and like milk for babies, so, perhaps, it
may have been consumed in drinkable form.

A similar midrash concerning man in somewhat a manner of drinking is
described by a turn-of-the-4th century sage in the Talmud, working off
the word Tw7 (Num. 11:8) and T¥, which means breast (Yoma 75a):

Rabbi Abbahu said: "Do not read it as N NN 20 NN

'lashad' (for nourishment), but rather nn Tw N7N T7 Nj7'N

as 'shad' (breast): just as a baby 12 DVIV 712N DT TY

tastes many flavors, so, too, a person DTN N N O'NYLV NND

taste many flavors from the man." D0'NYL NND 12 0VIV

(This text is as displayed in MS Munich 6, as all of the manuscripts have a similar language, whereas the
printed versions seemed to have gone in a different direction than the manuscripts in simplifying the
language used in his statement.)

What does this mean that a baby tastes many flavors? Rabbi Shlomo
Yitzhaki (1040-1105) (popularly known as Rashi) suggested an intriguing
possibility (DML "M 72 12 RNIN 712N N1 TY 0T .0V RNV e
That the mother eats. N'72IN ONNY

This is also a curious statement; what might it mean? Rabbi Yosef Hayyim
(1835-1909) describes this as the following (nv 8nI''7v 10111.):

If the mother eats a cooked dish that ~ w'w 7wan oNn N'7oN

includes meat, rice, vegetables, and "N MINRERA

wine mixed together, this dish N1, TN 1Ivn

becomes milk in her breasts. Thus, 27N Nyl 7wann

the infant is nursing from all these 70N 721" N¥N1 ,N'TTA

mixed components at once. TN 7NN N2NYNN

Therefore, with the nipple, it is said NYin' U7 TTA P

that one "finds several flavors" — 12'NT'DMYY N2

meaning the taste of meat, rice, TIN DYL w2 DV

vegetables, and produce of the M9 DYV NIj7Y DYO

ground. nnN

Conclusion

While we don’t typically consider man to be related to drinking, rabbis
midrashically described man as not only meltable, but drinkable in this
melted form. While our ancestors could melt down the man, it was also
meltable in the sun and in such volume that, through the bountifulness of
these man rivers, even animals drank from them. One wonders, based on
this midrash, if there were ancestors of ours who preferred consuming
the man at times versus eating it. After all, it sounds as if it were quite
tasty to drink! Of course, we also encountered a rabbinic perspective
that man continued manifold flavors, as well as beverages. Wishing you a
Shabbat of enjoyable drinking!

L’Chaimf

New Rewew

Jewish Drinking recently reviewed
a trio of products of Weldon Mills
Distillery, all of which were kosher-
certified by OK Kosher. Here are
some highlights from our
published video review of these
three products:

» Weldon Mills Reserve Barrel-proof Stralght Bourbon Whlskey "l like
the flavor; | find it interesting. It is hot, it is young, but | quite enjoy it."

» Weldon Mills Weldon Orchards Peach Elderflower Flavored
Whiskey: "I'm all over this one." & "It's reminiscent of summer: | just want
to hang out, relax by the pool. Whether you want to have it on its own -
with an ice cube or not - or you put it in some sort of beverage, it's just
incredible."

* Dray 25 Lavender Lime Flavored Vodka: "There is no astringent burn
at all, it sips really smoothly, and it has a really cool Fruit Loop flavor."

(Disclosure: This trio of products was provided to Jewish Drinking for
review purposes.)

The full video review is viewable at JewishDrinking.com/wm2026review
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