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Oneg Shabbas explores drinking in the weekly Torah portion, along with timely essays on drinking in Jewish life.

From Grapes to Wine: A Blessing Bump

In the course of reading this week’s Torah portion, we read of an When thereisno i1y ONI

agricultural blessing specifying seven species of the land of Israel (Deut. one type of food nyin Wheat

8:7-10): that desi 0 - Mentioned first in verse;

’ : atone desires mirnni proximity to first “land”
(7) For The LORD, your God, is ANANPFIN N (1) more than the ON D
bringing you into a good land, a 702 YIN NRI0 YINTTN others, [the order Y! Barley
land with streams and springs and D/NY AT MY DA of precedenceisas D12 Men§i09edsef§onr11inv?fse;
fountains issuing from plainand ~ yIN () p2 Nyj7a3 follows:] If among Ty [Eeiee g
hill; (8) a land of wheat and barley, 1921 M NN the foods there are nyawn Ollves (oibnrodutcl
of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a NP IN iRl NINTY foods from the 0'1'nn Me;:i’:;d‘f’;szfggse‘c‘:;;g .
land of olive trees and honey; (9) a YN (0) w2 Y seven species, the NN "7y
land where you may eat food TID0NL N7 N blessing shouldbe 712N
without stint, where you will lack “N7 007 NA“7INA recited over them  .n7nn 332?5 (gate'?‘;new .
. . . H . entioned second aiter secon

nOthmg; aland whose rocks are YN YIN AL 73 onmn first. The spegles 73' “land”. Precedes grapes despite
iron and from whose hills you can N0 72 NN that are mentioned  DTij7  grapes earlier position in verse,
mine copper. (10) When you have ]'1'73N| 0] len] ann earlier in the verse 092 because proximity to “land” is primary factor
eaten your fill, give thanks to The MTIN D NYAYI receive oTij7 Grapes
LORD, your God, for the good land  N2VN YIND"7Y V77N precedence with  .N3722 Mentioned third in proximity
given to you. 7103 WiN regard to the nyawin| toland”

This is not a set of obscure verses, as we often see synagogue art featuring blessing. . 10 Figs

these seven SpeCieS- The seven species DPHNNi) Mentioned fourth in proximity

are those {1092 t6 “land”
mentioned inthe YW ]
following verse: "A  npn Pomegranates

. ' Mentioned fifth in proximit:
land of wheat, MIVY o ana p v

Rabbinic Blessing Prescription
While understanding this verse as a blessing of produce, an early fourth
century (Rabbi Yitzhak lived in the early 4th century and so, too, did Rav

pEE

Yosef, as he passed away in 333) understand this verse as not merely barley, vines, figs, and . 1] NN 12
casually mentioning these products, but that there is something special pomegranates, a land ngI'VeS that 1Y YN
and specific about them for blessing upon them (Berakhot 41a): produce oil and honey” (Deut. 8:8). N D7a7) "1
Rav Yosef - and some say Rabbi Yitzhak NQm'NI DI’ 27 NN :&nizgﬁfe:zctg dia;féhoc;neiy'rgazs N EL‘:J;_IT:U;:
- said: "Each product that precedesin DT7ini 72 70x! 131 beciuse dpates were mentioieg ]in';i7 h]{nnﬁi
this verse takes precedence in terms of DT{j7iN ,NT {71092 second in proximity to the word nnhﬁrlw' iy
blessing, as it is stated: 'A land of wheat YN nNIY ,n27127 N " ) SR E e
and barley, vines, figs and 1921 MU AN lgnd,' and grapes were mentioned  D'YNI YW'?_'JH{
pomegranates, a land of olive oil and N YN iR NINTH third in proximity to that word. YWy W
honey, (Deut. 8:8)." YT Y A subsequent medieval rabbi, Rabbi Ya'akov ben Asher (1270-1340),

provides not only a similar, straightforward articulation, but also includes a
mention of not just grapes, but wine, as well (Tur OH 211):

Everything that appears earlier in the OTIj7n 72

- : e verse in which the land of Israel is {71092

Medieval Formulations praised, which is "a land of wheat and 1171y

A helpful and straightforward articulation about this ordering of blessing of barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, y ‘7w Inaw

these products is provided by Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1138-1204) aland of olive trees and honey" takes NINYW 7N

(popularly known as Rambam and Maimonides), where he wrote (Mishneh precedence in saying a blessing, even if noN yIN

Torah, Blessings 8:13): the later one is more favored by the 1921 MVl

If there were several types of food are N0 12N 1179710 person. And this ordering is specifically ~ jin1 naxni

placed before a person [at the same 1N'MIDN2 ' DN up until pomegranate, but, from Y NITYIN

timel: If the same blessing applies to NNX 7Y 1720 Nily thenceforth, it is not necessarily so, DTIj7 wATI

all of them, one should recite the NN 1VIS1 0NN since the latter mention of "land" in the 1798 N>127

blessing on one, and thus fulfill one's 1'N ORI NN verse interrupts the matter, and ANINNN DN

obligation regarding the others. If the NilY D'Mio1a everything that follows that mention is "7y 112N

same blessing does not apply to all of NNN'72 7y 12N more important than those that follow Ty N7 e

them, one should recite the blessing NMNID N2 10Nn from the first mention of "land" in the 7N IM

that is appropriate for each one DN NTNLLI7 verse. Therefore, olives take precedence  77'N1N2N

individually. The order of precedence D707 XYY over barley, which is the first word YINT N7
depends on one's desires. 07N {continued on next page}
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{continued from previous page} ° °
following the latter mention of the  ~a722M>TN M M e d a l-WI n n I ng Ryes

\g;rrlctiyliznt(rjwe?etchoen\éevrvs:r, dWhereas 73:{];;”; Z:T?g: With the first-ever kosher-certified spirits competition having
1 . .
following the first mention of the  y7 ann ANINAAN taken place last month, consumers in the market for rye whiskeys
word "land". Similarly, date-honey 19270 NAT7T N7 may be curious about medal-winning rye whiskeys at the
takes precedence over NINY MIVE7 0TIy inaugural Kosher Spirits Awards (in alphabetical order):
grapes/vines, which is the second  NxIm2yIN7 WM Gold Medal
word following the latter mention YINT W MIvwl « Catoctin Creek Roundstone Rve
of the word "land", whereas DTI{7 WAT )21 NNj7 CacREloo Wl ickcerir edlb L/
vines/grapes are the third word YOINT 2 NINW 1927 Star-K) Y Y
following the first mention of the YIN7 211921 NN
word "land". NNj7 .
After this opening, Rabbi Ya’akov ben Asher then quotes a late 13™ S|Il3ver l\éled;l bbi Rve Whisk KOSHER SPIR[TS
century rabbi that provides a bump in precedence for grapes that are OL.", onhabbl Rye . Iskey AWARDS
turned into wine: (certified by Kosher Liquor and R o
o , . Spirits (KLAS))
Rabbi Peretz ben Elijah of Corbeil (died Y19 1"nand o
1295? \.Nrote‘that that or.dering is . 721N ON Nj7IIT Shulhan Arukh and Beyond
§peC|f|c§lly}fsne Is eating grapes, since 111 DRIy In his succinct formulation of the blessing order in his Shulhan Arukh,
its blessing is "Blessed...Creator of the DR 728 V"N91 Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575) does not mention anything distinct about
fruit of the tree", but if one made wine 1" DNN NPV wine (OH 211:4):
from these grapes, the blessing for 2"N91 IMd1aw Every food that precedes in the 71091 0TI7A 72
which is "Blessed...Creator of the fruit of N1 0N I verse "a land of wheat, barley..." RIVWINON VIR
the vine", then since it specifies the OTIj7I N2IYN 1930 precedss in order of biessing ‘And Y1 oMY DT
vine, it is significant and its being N7 779N waTT7 IS wi '

’ the final "land" interrupts the matter j7709N NIN2
gftzs_ii:;’;r;:tve;up;:‘t:aegigce over \:;ZE’J]:S :j";]v; of everything close to it is more oA 721 v
precedence over saying the blessing nNTI7 N2IwN "N Ifrrr:ﬁ;)ﬁ]a: ;:2: Pl;,:’:;la..t :h?rrzpoi;away mﬁ;@lﬁiﬁ?;;
over olives, which is the first word NIIWN1 ND711272 dates receive a bleséing orior to I'nnn N
following the latter mention of theword nianNXN>111712 grapes, since this is the second word DmIv7 DN
"land" in the verse, since the blessing 1" N>12 771D ’ " "

DA away from the latter "land" and that YINT W Ny
over tge wine '; sﬁnlfl:hant and takes nn;’;ﬁfg:;ﬁ is the third word away from the first ~ yaN7 2101 xM2
precedence, whether the pre- "land” NN

: . . i
22:23?322 E::ZZ::E Osrir'::: ii)(i)rslzludes D;?;;:;:ﬁ Yet, his Ashkenazi contemporary, Rabbi Moshe Isserles (15630-1572), does
ol blesSing J, \;vine Along with 1 ]Isﬂ n'g g write about wine advancing the blessing of grapes in the order (gloss on

1
the blessing over the fruits.... V1 yun 7V 3"NNI OH 211:4): . .
un no And this is specifically when one eats D1V 7OINY N{7ITI

However a cooked dish made from grapes as they are. Butif one made  nwy DN 72N 1w NIND
wheat or barley takes precedence over MT7 nwvn inmi wine fm"m grapes, upon Wh,'Ch one e U?"WJ 1"1n
wine, because its blessing is IV PONT blesses "Creator of the fruits of the N1IWN 2"ND1 INXV7
"Bleésed Creator of types of 197 17 PATI vine", one proceeds to bless uponit  1'7v 1027 NnTIi7 N'DI
sustenan.ge" which is also significant n"n ]J'D'mly first. Buta cooked/baked good made 17 nWUn 72N A7N
due to its specificity, and these grains NaIwN 2" NN from the five grains is mgre NPT Nennn
also appear earlier in the verse than DAl MY important than the blessing over 1" N>13N NI nwn
wine 71092 17 0TI wine. Everything that is said closeto ~ yIN7 1IN0 NIN ‘7D

the first land precedes what is said NNIY NN'7 0717 NNj7
close to the latter "land", sinceitis ~ INN7 NIN2 YIN7IND
equivalent to its closeness to "land".  yIN7 nd>'no1 17 Niww

Rabbi Ya’akov ben Asher’s quoting of the late 13th century Rabbi Peretz
ben Elijah of Corbeil provides a fascinating novelty: whereas eating grapes
would typically follow after consuming dates or date-honey, when grapes

are transformed into wine, the blessing over the wine advances over that Conclusion
of the dates/date-honey(!). The verse in our Torah portion that mentions the blessing of the land of
GRAPES vs. WINE — RABBI PERETZ BEN ELIJAH OF CORBEIL (1295) Israel with these seven species not only provides examples of produce
IF EATING GRAPES (AS A FRUIT) ( IF MADE INTO WINE bounty, but, as our sages saw it, a specific prescription for ordering
Blessing: “...Creator of the fruit of the tree” Blessing: “...Creator of the fruit of the vine” bleSSIr‘IgS over fI’UItS and Other produce |n our Consumptlon We further
(ndstariba S (o st o ey S oot sparit > . see that the vinification of grapes advances the blessing upon this grape

Feis Y AR — S~ =™ product over all of the other fruit mentioned in the verse. As such, it
ﬁ %& seems, thanks to the innovative understanding of Rabbi Peretz ben Elijah
of Corbeil, this turning into wine provides a “blessing bump” in

Because the blessing specifies “the vine,” it is significant and

D TR E B R takes precedence over date-honey and olives, even though in the precedental consumptive order, reflecting a significance in Judaism that
verse olives and date-honey come earlier. J . . .

wine is an improvement upon the base product, grapes. May we all

COOKED, WHENTORIBARLEYDISHNIAKESERECEDENGEIOVER WINE, experience the amelioration of grapes into wine and be able to experience

the bounty of such blessings.

This blessing is specific specific AND these grains
and significant. appear earlier in the verse
than wine.

S e Therefore, a cooked dish

Blessing: “...Creator of WINE made from wheat or barley

types of sustenance” (“fruit of the takes precedence over wine,
(“mezonot”) because its blessing is also

L’chaimf
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