Breaking A Drinking Cup/Glass
at a Jewish Wedding

Rabbi Drew Kaplan

Two Talmudic Tales

Text #1
Berakhot 30b-31a "R N"?-2°% n1ona
On a similar note, the Gemara relates: Iabidy ,.‘-Pj';’? N91971 T2V X727 772
Mar, son of Ravina, made a wedding XD "X .X2ID *T1727 1177 19277
feast for his son and he saw the Sages, JTPRR 7201 ,71T XD YIIX N2 RIpInT
who were excessively joyous. He ' ' ' ' 127TYN

brought a valuable cup worth four
hundred zuz and broke it before them
and they became sad.

Text #2

Berakhot 31a N N”% N1ona

The Gemara also relates: Rav Ashi made a 13277 37010 ,A7127 K197 T2y WK 11
wedding feast for his son and he saw the N7 O3 17K N2V 1172 R N7
Sages, who were excessively joyous. He PPN TR 20T XA
brought a cup of extremely valuable S ' '
white glass and broke it before them,

and they became sad.
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Broader Talmudic Literary Context

Text #3
Psalms 2:10-12 2"-3:2 299N
So now, O kings, be prudent; accept discipline, you Vot 1993 1273t 02N naYy,
rulers of the earth! TR
Serve GOD in awe; tremble with fright, pay 7Y72 994 AR NN 17y
homage in good faith, lest [God] be angered, and =33 777 37288 | 92K V3TPW
your way be doomed in the mere flash of divine §9 9017793 MUK B8 VYN Y
anger. ' ' '
Text #4
Berakhot 30b:20 ’2:2°% nIona
What is the meaning of “rejoice with trembling” (k! 1’7’_1'!” NN
(Psalms 2:11)? Q7N NIND 72 NIX 27 0N
Rav Adda bar Mattana said: “Rabbah said: "'Where NP DW 71773 0ipR3 112
there is rejoicing, there should be trembling.’” T AT
Text #5
Berakhot 30b N”2:2°% M>12
Abaye was sitting before his teacher Rabbah, and Rabba MR 2°N7 717 7AN
saw that he was excessively joyful. He said to Abaye: It is Np MigT 77210 1277
written: Rejoice with trembling, one’s joy should not be N2ID 1172
unrestrained. "Iy 197117 NN
Abaye said to him: It is permissible for me because I am o 17°09
donning phylacteries now and as long as they are upon me 172°BR RIX 717 TNR
they ensure that the fear of God is upon me. T Imn
Text #6
Berakhot 30b:23 372:2°% N1ona
Rabbi Yirmeya was sitting before Rabbi Zeira. MR 2°07 M 1°1n77 27
He saw that Rabbi Yirmeya was excessively joyful. N1 7277
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He said to him: It is written: “In all sorrow there is
profit” (Proverbs 14:23); sorrow is appropriate, not
excessive joy.

Rabbi Yirmeya said to him: It is permissible for me
because I am donning phylacteries.

Text #7

Berakhot 30b-31a:25

Mar, son of Ravina, made a wedding feast for his
son and he saw the Sages, who were excessively
joyous.

He brought a valuable cup worth four hundred
zuz and broke it before them and they became
sad.

Text #8

Berakhot 31a:2

Rav Ashi made a wedding feast for his son and he
saw the Sages, who were excessively joyous. He
brought a cup of extremely valuable white glass
and broke it before them, and they became sad.

Text #9

Berakhot 31a:3

The Sages said to Rav Hamnuna Zuti at the wedding
feast of Mar, son of Ravina: “Let the Master sing for
us.”

He said to them, singing: “Woe unto us, for we shall
die, woe unto us, for we shall die.”

They said to him: “What shall we respond after
you?”

He said to them: “Where is Torah and where is
mitzva that protect us?”
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Medieval Rabbis

Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki (1040-1105) (popularly known as Rashi)

Text #10

Rashi on Berakhot 31a:1:1

An expensive cup — A cup of white/clear
crystal

Text #11

Tosafot on Berakhot 31a:2:1

HE BROUGHT A CUP OF WHITE GLASS. From
here, it became customary to break a cup ata
wedding.

Rabbi Menahem ben Benjamin Recanati (1223-1290)

Text #12

Recanati on the Torah, Shoftim 16

Examine closely and you will find... that in all the places
where Israel sinned in the wilderness, most occurred at
the time of their greatest elevation.

The first Tablets were broken because of the Golden Calf,
and our Sages of blessed memory said that the evil eye
gained power over them. "And the people were as
murmurers" [occurred] after the order of the banners
and the resting of the Divine Presence among them, as it
is stated: "Return, O Lord, unto the ten thousands of the
thousands of Israel. And the people were..." The sin of
the spies occurred at the time of their entry into the
Land. The sin of Peor occurred after the Holy One,
blessed be He, agreed to the blessings for them through
Balaam, as itis stated: "O My people, remember now
what [Balak]| advised..." This is the meaning of the
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statement of our Sages of blessed memory: "There is no
marriage contract (ketubah) over which a quarrel is not
cast."

From this you will understand the meaning of "And
Satan stood up against Israel and provoked David" (1
Chronicles 21:1), which is mentioned right after the
greatness and elevation of David, peace be upon him.

The secret of the matter in all of these—and specifically
regarding the Golden Calf—is that the Angel of Death
was destined to be abolished if the Tablets had
descended; so he arose and confounded their joy,
misleading the converts whom Moses had initially
accepted, as they were easily enticed. This is the

meaning of "for your people have corrupted themselves,"

and this is what our Sages of blessed memory said:

"There is no tranquility that is not followed by calamity."
Therefore, they instituted the breaking of the glass at the

time of the wedding canopy (chuppah), as stated in
Berakhot. Understand this...

16th Century

Rabbi Shlomo Luria (1510-1573)

Text #13

Yam shel Shelomoh on Ketubot 1:17:1

There are two forms of praise and an example
regarding the Giving of the Torah: the Holy One,
Blessed be He, sanctified Israel through the betrothal
of the Torah, as itis written "an heritage"
(morasha)—do notread it as morasha, but rather
me'orasa ("betrothed"). The cloud over the mountain
was like a canopy (chuppah), and Israel merited that
sanctification. As for the glass that is broken under
the chuppah, some say it is a remembrance of the
mourning for Jerusalem—meaning "rejoice with
trembling," like the story written at the beginning of

6

1"2p 02 0720w
IARIW OY22 77 DY NID7an
S Py 1 R 101 Ny
12102 X277 2" 0K I
X271 .X121°N 712177 KT
%Y 1OW TNY”1 WI17°D 172N
'R 71"7T) 717 DK NO*1 HRIW”
N1 MR 7217 (R N
1PV 01 .anoyn1 1"y 1T
»2 Iy 1732 1191 17102
TNy 177 NN RN
nm>i 1777 DK P27
ONNAW NR 22991 TRy
227w 077 DX YL
0°mM OnWw 7% NN wn
TRy NPW °2 37 NINanny
PR 2" 1I0RW 7172 1
NIYND TPNR PR MW
D127 MAWY 13PN 12 O3
RN*NTI DI NYWw3
.71 1271 D122

maIne by nbw bw o°
NN
INRY XANTI AW 2w ...

PRIWL WIR 1"2ApAWw 717N

nwn X7AW 77100 *WITP3A

FOTINA RPN 7N N O
ORIW F1DIM 1PV T 9V 1V

N 21211 AW ANIRG 101

921 X" 71917 NON PIAwnRw
15711 0122 075w N1P7aN?


https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Yam_shel_Shelomoh_on_Ketubot.1.17.1

[Talmudic tractate Berakhot, chapter] Ein Omdin: ’N W12 2N37 °Ri12 71772

"Rav Ashi made a wedding feast for his son, etc." R?17°71 772 "R 27 1T

11311971 777 21 12 2k
According to the first intention, however, it appears M7 RITW TN IIWRAT
to be a hint to remember the first betrothal when wNw NWNIT Pwﬂ-lj -njﬁ
Moses shattered the Tablets (which were made of 191930 LW AW MMbh 127w
sapphire) and partially canceled the betrothal due to 1y "y PWITR NYD Y07

the sin of the Golden Calf. That sin remains
remembered [and punished] to this day due to its
severe intensity.

TP RIT Y IR 2Ivi
LPWR AN Ty

Rabbi Moses Isserles (1530-1572)

Text #14
Darkhei Moshe, Orach Chayim 560:2:1 0°°1 MYIN,Wwn °2°7
And in our city, they practiced both: [placing] ’N:’2:0”PN

ashes on the head of the groom, and also the
groom breaks the cup over which they recite the
engagement blessing (Birkat Erusin). Therefore,
they customly recite the engagement blessing over
an earthenware cup.

DY DX J77NWA 117 1377727
D121 72w NN 02 N WRD
1921 101K N372 1HY 172720Ww

D12 %Y POTI’K N212 7122 1

RonlyReli7

Text #15
Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 560:2 D1 TN, 7Y W
Gloss: There are places where they are accustomed ’2:0”pPN

to breaking a cup during the wedding ceremony, or
placing a black cloth or other such items of
mourning on the head of the groom.

12w 17IW MRIPR WA AT
197 0IW? IN 7191 NYwa 013
MK 127 IRW IR 7Inw
(12 92) 1nn wR12

Rabbi Shmuel Eidels (1555-1631)

Text #16

Chidushei Agadot on Berakhot 31a:1 NN N”D 11992 Y NITAR W


https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Darkhei_Moshe,_Orach_Chayim.560.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.560.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Chidushei_Agadot_on_Berakhot.31a.1

They interpreted this as a hint: [man is like] a 17717 12 1W7”D .12 RIPINT ROD
vessel—a very important tool whose creationand ~ 1N773” 72°¥1 RN 21WN "2 KW
making are primarily from dust, and its breaking RilikdaRinisiankatisaBal>} e Riskkdisival
is its death. So too is man: created from dust and AN MY TMIY1 1DYN 1313 DTN 13
eV(.er-standing }oe.fore death, destined to return to H"1 98y NI WY AN
being dust. This is easy to understand.
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18th Century

Rabbi Yehezkel ben Yehuda HaLevi Landau (1713-1793)

Text #17

Tziyyun LeNefesh Chayyah on Berakhot 31a:1

The Maharsha wrote in Chiddushei Aggadot that [the
passage| hinted to them through this: just as its initial
formation is from dust and its breaking is its death, so
too man's creation is from dust and he stands destined
for death, etc. See the Maharsha there.

Now, regarding what he wrote—that its breaking is its
death—I am astonished: why specifically a glass
vessel? Isn't it true for all vessels that their breaking is
their death? As we establish regarding the law of a pit
(Bor), where we derive "an ox, but not a person; a
donkey, but not vessels"—where regarding a person
there is a distinction between death and injury, but
regarding vessels, if they break, one is exempt, because
their breaking is their death.

And if the Maharsha meant that all [other] vessels can
be repaired if broken—if so, on the contrary! Glass
vessels are similar to all other vessels in this regard, as
explicitly stated in the first chapter of Shabbat (page
16a): [the Sages] decreed impurity upon glass vessels,
and since if they break they can be repaired [by melting
them down], like metal vessels, they [the Sages]
compared them to metal vessels to be susceptible to
impurity on their exterior. It is only regarding
earthenware vessels (Klei Chares) that it says once
broken, they have no repair!

Therefore, what appears correct in my humble opinion
(v'hanil'ad) is that man resembles a glass vessel in
every way:

His formation is from dust, just like it;

If they break, they have a repair—so too man, even if
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he is broken through his sins, has a repair through 12WN2 13PN 1% W2 1Yws

repentance (Teshuvah); ON 717770 DWW 02 PR 01
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They have no purity in a mikveh if they become ritually D12 TPNW NIV X7 R
impure—their only purification is through being 0" (’akiviemRaniniv)
broken (for their breaking is their very purification; see 99 1™ 19571 0%%0 AN KD
Rambam, Hilchot Kelim 1:13). So too man: if he NADI DX D 12 1K OIRT

becomes defiled by his sins, he has no purification
except the breaking of his spirit, as it is written, "A
broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise"
(Psalms 51:19).
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Text #18

In 1787, Dr. Benjamin Rush (1746-1813), a non-Jewish physician and a signer of the US
Declaration of Independence, attended a Jewish wedding in Philadelphia. In a letter to his
wife, Rush wrote: “The groom after sipping the wine took the glass in his hand and threw
it upon a large pewter dish which was ... placed at his feet. Upon its breaking into a
number of small pieces, there was a general shout of joy and a declaration that the
ceremony was over. I asked the meaning...Iwastold...the breaking of the glass...was
designed to teach them the brittleness and uncertainty of human life and the certainty of
death, and thereby to temper and moderate their present joys” (Letters of Benjamin Rush,
1761-1792, edited by L. H. Butterfield (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press,
1951), p. 429-432).

19th Century

Rabbi Yosef Hayim (1835-1909)

Text #19
Ben Yehoyada on Berakhot 31a:1 RN K5 N1992 5y p1° 12
It is difficult [to understand]: how could he destroy RD1917 72Y R3°277 7171290
such a precious vessel without being concerned Ri? 1177 19275 a2k
about the prohibition of Bal Tashchit (do not NPT NDD "N°N .R2ID 173

destroy)?
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Even if you were to suggest that he found a simple
earthenware vessel painted by an artisan to look like
a crystal cup worth 400 zuz, nevertheless, from the
Talmud it appears that this was not the case; rather,
it was an actual crystal cup. Therefore, it seems to
me that it was already cracked and about to break—
though not noticeable to onlookers—and they
assumed it was a complete vessel worth 400 zuz, as
its valuation was well known.

Furthermore, he was precise in showing them a cup
worth 400 zuz and breaking it before them because
the Evil Inclination (Yetzer HaRa) is called
"Stumbling Block" (Michshol), as mentioned in the
Talmud. He therefore broke a cup worth 400 zuz,
corresponding to the numerical value (gematria) of
Machshil (?°won = 400), to demonstrate to them
that the Evil Inclination causes a person to stumble
through excessive joy in order to make them sin

afterward. And "it has no safeguard other than being
broken."

Therefore, the cup was made of white glass—to hint
that although their Evil Inclination was certainly
refined and pure compared to the general Evil
Inclination of the rest of the world, even so, it still
required breaking.

Rabbi Yisrael Meir HaKohen Kagan (1838-1933)

Text #20

Mishnah Berurah 560:9

(9) To break a glass at the time of the wedding
canopy - and this is also the reason for breaking a
vessel/kli at the time of writing the tennaim. And it
seems that one should break a whole glass under
the canopy. And there is no (concern about) waste
since they do so as a reminder of mussar/proper
moral behavior so that they pay attention.
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