Wedding Blessings & Drinking

Rabbi Drew Kaplan

Medieval Normative Rabbinic Writings

Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1138-1204)
Text #1

Mishneh Torah, Marriage 3:24

Which blessing is recited?

Blessed are You, God, our Lord, King of the universe, who
has sanctified us with His mitzvot and separated us from
illicit relationships, who has forbidden the arusot to us, and
permitted to us those who are married by [the rites of]
chuppah and kiddushin. Blessed are You, God, who sanctifies
Israel.

This is the blessing of erusin. The people have established
the custom of reciting this blessing over wine or beer. If
there is wine available, one should recite the blessing over
the wine, recite the blessing of consecration afterwards, and
then consecrate the woman. If there is no wine or beer
available, one should recite [the blessing of consecration] by
itself.

Text #2
Mishneh Torah, Marriage 10:4

(4) If wine is available, a cup of wine should be brought, and
the blessing over wine recited first. Afterwards, all the above
blessings should be recited over the cup of wine; thus, one
recites seven blessings. In certain places, it is customary to
bring a myrtle [branch] together with the wine. The blessing
over the myrtle is recited after [the blessing over| the wine,
and then the six blessings [mentioned above] are recited.

Rabbi Ya'akov ben Asher (1270-1340)
Text #3
Tur, Even HaEzer 62:1

The wedding blessings are recited before entering the huppah.

They consist of six blessings:
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“Blessed are You...

Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1138-1204) wrote: If wine is present,
they bring a cup of wine. One first recites the blessing over the
wine and then arranges all of the blessings over the cup;
consequently, one recites seven blessings in total.

In some places, it is customary to bring myrtle together with the
wine. One recites the blessing over the myrtle after the blessing
over the wine and afterward recites the seven blessings.

Rabbi Nissim ben Reuven of Girona (1290-1376) wrote: If one is in
a place where wine is not readily available, one should take raisins,
soak them in water, squeeze them, and recite the blessing over the
resulting beverage. If raisins cannot be found, one should recite
the blessing she-hakol over beer, since the ceremony cannot be
performed without a cup.

The betrothal blessing, however, is different: if wine cannot be
found, then even if beer is available, one recites the betrothal
blessing without a cup. For the betrothal blessing, using a cup is
merely the preferred manner of performing the mitzvah. The
wedding blessings, however—the seven blessings—must be
recited over a cup, with either borei peri ha-gefen over wine or
she-hakol over beer if no wine whatsoever can be found....

Text #4

Tur, Even HaEzer 34:1

The man who betroths a woman recites the blessing. Likewise, if he
betroths her through an agent, the agent recites the blessing.

What blessing does he recite?
“Blessed are You, ...

Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1138-1204), of blessed memory, wrote:
The people are accustomed to arrange this blessing over a cup of
wine or beer. They first recite the blessing over the cup and
afterward recite this blessing. If neither wine nor beer is available,
one recites the blessing by itself.
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Rabbi Vidal of Tolosa (14th c.)
Text #5

Maggid Mishneh on Mishneh Torah,
Marriage 3:24:3

Itis a simple matter that there is no cup that
is indispensable, and it is nothing more than
a custom.

Rabbi Yosef Karo (1488-1575)
Text #6

Beit Yosef, Even HaEzer 62:4:1

And Rabbeinu Nissim wrote that if he is in a place
where wine is not common, etc., up to: if he cannot find
wine at all. So too wrote the Rosh in his decisions (first
chapter of Ketubot). However, instead of what is
written in our Rabbi’s books—"and even if there is beer
there, he recites the blessing without a cup"—itis
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written there: "if a cup is not found, even a cup of beer,
he recites the betrothal blessing without a cup."

Text #7
Beit Yosef, Even HaEzer 34:4:1

Maimonides wrote: "The custom of the people is to arrange it
over a cup of wine or beer, etc." in Chapter 3 [of Hilkhot Ishut].
And Rabbi Vidal of Tolosa wrote in his Maggid Mishneh: "And
regarding what he wrote—'and if there is no wine or beer
there, he recites it on its own'—it is an obvious matter that the
cup is not indispensable and is merely a custom."

Our Rabbi wrote in Section 62 in the name of Rabbeinu Nissim:
regarding the betrothal blessing, if he cannot find wine, even if
there is beer there, he recites the betrothal blessing without a
cup, as itis not the ideal way to perform the commandment.
He further wrote that one recites the blessing before the
betrothal ; if he betrothed and did not recite the blessing, he
should not recite it after the betrothal, as mentioned in that
chapter. Immediately following this, our Rabbi wrote that
there are those who disagree with him.
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Text #8

Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 62:1

One needs to make the blessing of the bridegroom in
the groom's house before the marriage ceremony,
and there are six blessings. And if there is wine
there, bring in a cup of wine and make the blessing
on the wine first, and then make all the blessings [lit:
arrange all of them] on the cup [of wine], and that
makes seven blessings; and if there is no wine to be
found, bless on beer.

Text #9

Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 34:2

Itis customary to arrange this blessing over a cup of
wine and bless upon it first and afterwards make this
blessing, and if there is neither wine nor beer, he
blesses it by itself.
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17* & 18"™ Century Rabbis

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Alexander HaCohen Falk (1555-1614)
Text #10

Drisha, Even HaEzer 62:2:1

"If he does not find wine, even if there is beer there, he recites the
blessing without a cup," etc.

The text of the Beit Yosef states: (So too wrote earlier in Section
34 in the name of R.N.Sh. [Rabbeinu Nissim Gaon]—K.P.
[Knesseth HaGedolah]): The words of Rabbeinu Nissim were
written by the Rosh in his decisions in the first chapter of Ketubot
(p. 122¢). However, instead of where our Rabbi wrote, "even if
there is beer there, he recites the blessing without a cup," it is
written there: "if a cup is not found, and even a cup of beer, he
recites it without a cup." End quote.

On the surface, it would seem that according to this version, the
meaning is: if even a cup of beer is not found, he recites it without
a cup—implying that if there is a cup of beer, he does recite the
blessing over it.

However, in my humble opinion, it is impossible to say so. For if
that were the case, what is the meaning of what he wrote
afterward—"but regarding the nuptial blessings (Birkat
Chatanim), he must recite the blessing over a cup of beer if there
is no wine here"? Isn't this the exact same law for the betrothal
blessing (Birkat Erusin) as well?

And you cannot answer that there is a distinction between
them—namely, that for betrothal, if there is no cup of beer, they
recite the blessing without a cup, whereas for nuptial blessings, if
there is not even a cup of beer here, they do not recite the
blessings at all—because if so, he should have concluded and
written: "but for nuptial blessings, if there is no cup, do not recite
the blessings at all." But since he concluded by saying, "but for
nuptial blessings he is obligated to recite the blessing over [a cup
of] wine or beer," this implies that for betrothal, even if there is a
cup of beer, we do not recite the blessing over it!

Furthermore, if the interpretation were "if even a cup of beer is

’R’A70 YR AN ,awn™mT

W’ OX 177D 177 X317 X7 DN
"2 012 K92 772N NOW oW
T"% 02 77yH 0"01) A M

7277727 (92 .W"1 0w
177002 WK1 AND 070%)
3"y 2"2p A7 121027 P"oa
1327 2NOW 01PN KON
712n 70w oW W OX 77BN
N7 DN DW 2112 012 K72
70w D12 BN D1 K3N)
5"oy 012 K22 T1an

D97 "7 7RI TIRDYY
R¥73 X2 OX D"{1 11 RD7"2
7121 70w HWw 012 177DX
W’ OK N1 ynRwn 012 K72
22K 1°5Y 7720 10w HWw 012
D"RT 12 017 R"KT I"TYH
7127 M2 PaR 2now it n
X2 PR DX 10w Hw 013 HY
’n3 17011°K N2122 K1
2177 W7 DR 2 1

D12 1K DN JP017°K2T 71272
012 K22 772721 10w Yw
177D N2 "N DN 11"22 PaR

592175721 17K 10w HWw 012

21N2%1 0°70% 7" 10 DN
R D12 K OX 1"2 7aN
InK1 077077 PaK K20 120
Pw %y 7127 2°°11 122 HaR
ynwn 10w W IN 17

D12 W’ DK 197D 170171°KT
175y 172720 K 10w Yw

N7 OK W10 71771 ORT TV

10w HW D12 1977DX KNI


https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Drisha,_Even_HaEzer.62.2.1

not found, he recites it without a cup," then the text should have
read: "if a cup is not found, even of beer, he recites..." Why would
it repeat and write "and even a cup of beer "?

Additionally, the phrasing "and even" does not fit well there;
rather, it should have said: "if neither a cup of wine nor a cup of
beer is found."

Moreover, the phrasing "but the betrothal blessing..." is not
precise according to this logic. Rather, it should have concluded
at the beginning by saying: "he should recite the blessing over the
beer, and if a cup of beer is also not found there, he should not
recite the blessing, as it cannot be done without a cup"—and
regarding that context, it would make sense to say "but the
betrothal blessing... he recites without a cup."”

Rather, out of necessity, the true explanation is as follows: "If a
cup of wine is not found, even if there is a cup of beer here, he
recites the blessing without a cup." This aligns completely with
the text of our Rabbi. It is also implied by the words of the Beit
Yosef that there is no difference in meaning between the Rosh's
text version and our Rabbi's text version.

However, a difficulty arises: earlier in Section 34 regarding the
betrothal blessing, our Rabbi cited the words of Maimonides
(Rambam), who wrote: "The custom of the people is to arrange it
over a cup of wine or beer, etc." Why did he not also cite the
words of Rabbeinu Nissim there to show that there is a dispute on
this matter? Or, he should have cited Maimonides's words here!

Therefore, it seems to me in my humble opinion that when it says
here, "even if there is a cup of beer, he recites it without a cup," it
means to say that he is not obligated to recite the blessing over
it—excluding nuptial blessings, where he is obligated to recite
the blessing over it. However, if he wishes to recite the blessing
over the beer, he may do so.

This aligns with the words of Maimonides earlier in Section 34,
for Maimonides also only wrote that "the custom of the people is
to arrange it...", implying that one is not obligated to recite the
blessing over a cup of beer.

Now everything works out nicely with what he wrote—"for it is
not the ideal way to perform the commandment". That s to say:
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itis not the ideal way to perform the commandment to recite the
betrothal blessing over a cup of beer. Therefore, if there is no
wine, even though there is beer there, if he wishes, he may recite
the blessing without a cup, since reciting over a cup is not the
core obligation of the commandment. But if there is wine present,
due to the significance of wine, he should recite the blessing over
the cup.

However, if the meaning had been that if there is no wine, he
cannot recite the blessing over a cup of beer, then why did he
write "for it is not the ideal way to perform the commandment"?
Why should he not recite the blessing over it for that reason, and
what loss is there if he does recite the blessing over it?
Understand this carefully. (See above in Section 34 what was
written there.)

As for what our Rabbi added further, writing: "but for nuptial
blessings, he is obligated to recite the blessing over the cup,
etc."—even though he already wrote that it cannot be done
without a cup—one can say that he came to explain the
underlying logic: that the reason a cup is required for nuptial
blessings is because they consist of six blessings. Now the count is
well understood, and understand this carefully.

Rabbi Moses ben Isaac Judah Lima (c. 1615 — c. 1670)

Text #11
Chelkat Mechokek 62:1

[He] recites the blessing over the beer; and if beer is not common,
he should recite the blessing without a cup.

This is implied by the words of Maimonides (Rambam) in Chapter
10 of Hilkhot Ishut. The Maggid Mishneh wrote that it is obvious
that the cup is not indispensable.

However, the Rosh and the Tur wrote in the name of Rabbeinu
Nissim that it cannot be done without a cup. Yet, I do not know his
rationale, for in the Talmud in Ketubot, it places the betrothal
blessing (Birkat Erusin) and the nuptial blessings (Birkat Nisu'in)
in the exact same category, and it does not mention a cup for either
one of them!
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Rabbi Samuel ben Uri Shraga Phoebus (1625-1706)

Text #12
Beit Shmuel 62:2

"Brings a cup."

It is stated in the Rosh that it cannot be done without a cup, whereas
from Maimonides (Rambam) it is implied that it can be done without a
cup.

What was written in the Chelkat Mechokek in the name of the Maggid
Mishneh—that the cup is not indispensable—is not precise. The
Maggid Mishneh did not write this regarding the nuptial blessings, but
rather regarding the betrothal blessing; and there, according to all
opinions, the cup is not indispensable, as written in the Rosh.

The reason it is more indispensable for nuptial blessings is that we
derive specifically Seven Blessings: they place the blessing of Borei Peri
HaGafen first, followed by six blessings. But when reciting Grace After
Meals, they recite six blessings first, followed by Borei Peri HaGafen—
unlike R. Eliezer ben Yaakov (Raba'i).

So too wrote the Darkhei Moshe. However, in the Responsa Masa'at

Binyamin (Section 40), he rules like R. Eliezer ben Yaakov, and so itis in

Tosafot in Chapter Erev Pesachim (p. 102b).

Regarding our custom, one can say the reason [for placing Borei Peri
HaGafen last] is so that it does not appear as though they are reciting
Borei Peri HaGafen for the needs of Birkat HaMazon rather than for the
Seven Blessings; therefore, they delay Borei Peri HaGafen to the end. So
wrote the B”AH.
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18th-19th Century Rabbis

Rabbi Yehudah ben Shimon Ashkenazi (1730 —1770)
Text #13

Ba'er Hetev on Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 62:3

"[Recites the blessing] over the beer; and if beer is not common, he
should recite the blessing without a cup."

This is implied by the words of Maimonides (Rambam) in Chapter
10 of Hilkhot Ishut. However, the Rosh and the Tur wrote that it
cannot be done without a cup.

Itis customary to read the marriage contract (Ketubah) between
the betrothal blessing (Birkat Erusin) and the nuptial blessings
(Birkat Nisu'in) in order to create a brief pause, on account of the
blessing over wine (Borei Peri HaGafen) which they recite once
again over the cup of the nuptial blessings. So wrote Maharam
Mintz, and so wrote the Rema in this section (Subsection 9).

In Constantinople, however, the custom is to read the Ketubah
prior to the betrothal blessing, and they pause with the actual
betrothal (Kiddushin) between the betrothal blessing and the
nuptial blessings. So wrote the Knesseth HaGedolah.

If one recited the nuptial blessings (Birkat Chatanim) before the
betrothal blessing (Birkat Erusin), he must go back and recite the
nuptial blessings again after the betrothal blessing. So wrote Rabbi
Eliahu Mizrachi (Re'em), Part 1, Section 4. However, from the
words of Rivash (Section 82), it appears that he does not need to
repeat the nuptial blessings.

Text #14

Ba'er Hetev on Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 34:6

"Wine."

In the book Be'er Sheva, he wrote that the groom should be careful to
drink a revi'it [of wine]| so that he can recite an after-blessing

(brachah acharonah).
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However, the Knesseth HaGedolah wrote regarding his opinion: "In
our times, I have not seen people being careful about this; rather, as
long as they taste a single taste, it is sufficient." See there.

Rabbi Abraham David Wahrman of Buchach (1770-1840)
Text #15

Ezer MiKodesh on Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 34:1
Section 2: (A Cup of Wine)

It is customary that the groom and bride also drink from the cup of
the betrothal blessing (Birkat Erusin) and the nuptial blessings
(Birkat Nisu'in).

Since this is the established custom, the implicit intention of those
reciting the blessings is as if explicitly stated—that [the bride and
groom] fulfill their obligation for the blessing over their drinking
through listening to it. Likewise, the implicit intention of the groom
and bride is as if they intended to fulfill their obligation through
listening.

This is not [merely treated] like standard blessings over personal
enjoyment (birkat ha-ne'enin), but rather like the Borei Peri
HaGafen of Kiddush, where people fulfill their obligation through
listening, as I have written elsewhere.

However, because [the groom and bride] are embarrassed to drink
[a full measure] and only taste a little, it is proper to give [the cup] to
a child to drink a full adult's cheekful (melo lugmav).

Giving it to the child immediately—and only afterward to the
groom and bride—is preferable. Through this, there is no
interruption between the blessing and the drinking; for since a mere
taste does not carry a blessing, [drinking only a taste first] would
constitute an interruption (hefsek).

And today I instructed that a specific child be designated well in
advance for the aforementioned purpose.
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Rabbi Abraham Tzvi Hirsch ben Jacob Eisenstadt of Byelostok (1812-1868)

Text #16

Pitchei Teshuva on Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 34:5

"The custom is to arrange..."

See the book Pnei Yehoshua in the Kuntres Acharon for Tractate
Ketubot (Section 22), where he was greatly astonished at the
common custom where someone else recites the blessing over wine
(Borei Peri HaGafen) over the cup, while the groom and bride drink
from it.

For how can that person recite Borei Peri HaGafen if the one making
the blessing does not drink from it? And how can the groom and
bride fulfill their obligation through the blessing of the one making
it? Since the cup is not indispensable, it is not an obligatory matter
(davar she-be-chovah); so how can one discharge his fellow's
obligation, given that it is a blessing over enjoyment (birkat ha-
ne'enin)?

Granted, for the nuptial blessings (Birkat Nisu'in), it is possible that
since they require a cup, it becomes an inherent part of the matter
(davar she-be-tochah). But this is not so for the betrothal blessing
(Birkat Erusin).

He suggested: perhaps since the primary intent for the wine is not for

personal enjoyment, it is properly considered like a blessing over a
commandment (birkat ha-mitzvot).

And he left the matter in Tzarich Iyyun (requiring further analysis).
See there.

Rabbi Yehiel Mikhel HaLevi Epstein (1829-1908)
Text #17

Arukh HaShulchan, Even HaEzer 62:2

The custom is that, when the blessings are recited beneath
the wedding canopy, one first recites over the cup either
“Who creates the fruit of the vine” or Shehakol, and
afterward recites the wedding blessings.
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During the seven days of celebration, however, when Grace
After Meals is recited, the wedding blessings are said first,
followed by the blessing over the cup.

The reason is that the blessing over the cup is more frequent,
and the general rule is that the more frequent practice takes
precedence. At the meal, however, the blessing over the wine
is recited after Grace After Meals so that it should not appear
that the cup is associated with Grace After Meals. Therefore,
the blessing over the cup is delayed, indicating that the cup is
being used for the wedding blessings [Beit Shmuel §2].

Even according to our custom of using two cups, as will be
explained, this distinction is nevertheless more evident when
the blessing over the cup is recited afterward. Furthermore,
at the meal, since the marriage has already taken place, and
the marriage itself is what occasioned the cup—because
Grace After Meals does not inherently require a cup—and the
entire meal is primarily held because of the marriage, the
wedding blessings take precedence. These considerations
override the principle that the more frequent practice takes
precedence [Ha-Makneh].

Text #18

Arukh HaShulchan, Even HaEzer 62:6

Regarding Maimonides’ words, there is room for uncertainty as
to whether he likewise maintains that a cup is indispensable.
When he writes, “If wine is available”—which implies that its
absence does not prevent the blessings from being recited—
perhaps this refers only to wine, while another beverage, such
as beer, is still required. Alternatively, he may hold that a cup is
not indispensable at all.

Indeed, the latter appears to be his intention, since he makes no
mention whatsoever of beer. Nevertheless, as a matter of
practical law, we maintain that a cup is indispensable, as the
Tur writes.

[The Maggid Mishneh also appears to have understood
Maimonides as I have explained. This is the intention of the
Chelkat Mechokek, and the Beit Shmuel, in subsection 2,
criticized him without justification. ]
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Text #19

Arukh HaShulchan, Even HaEzer 62:7 NP AN AW Y

Why is a cup not indispensable for the betrothal blessing, ’1:2”0
NS . N
whereas it is indispensable for the wedding blessings? PR POTTR N3121 109

1’N1WJ N237221 22y 01311

It appears from the words of our Sages that this is because MR 11T XA 22997

we have received a tradition that seven blessings are \ 5 \
required for a bridegroom and bride. Yet there are only six Yaw 1\ PyATI? TPnaT 2)an

wedding blessings; together with the blessing over the cup, WW 1M 0°INM? M372
however, there are seven. W” D12712 RPN 171 M7

13% N2W 0WH1,N1572 Yyaw

Just as we have received a tradition from Moses our teacher 172"73W 13°27 NWwnn |‘|173|7:1
that the bride and groom are to rejoice throughout the seven NWN °R’ NYaw mnw?
days of wedding celebration [Jerusalem Talmud, Ketubot 1], w>1,[NM2IN5T R"D *nhwi]
for which there is also an allusion in the Torah—“Complete N%n" 2°N37 77102 1A MY
the week of this one” (Genesis 29:27)—so too, we have ,(19 K3 NPWRI2) "NNT Yaw
received a tradition requiring seven blessings. by o3P 137 1IR3 13 M5

) ) 70T W'A N .N1272 Yaw
However, regarding the Tur’s statement that, when no wine XD 17 PRI PPOTPK NI112T
is available for the betrothal blessing, one should not recite a ) )

: : . ,013 K72 71271 79Ww Py 712
blessing over beer but should instead recite the betrothal " "

. . . . : . .. ,]2 2N X7 1"021 0"2anAn
blessing without a cup: Maimonides did not write this in » R ORT TS 57 W"AS]
chapter 3. Rather, as I wrote in 8§34, if no wine is available, 171 . ,
one should recite the blessing over beer. The Tur himself WT'E.?TI D21,70W 7Y T
also rules this way there; see his discussion. Thus, ideally, ;W'Y DW 12 203 11¥Y2
the betrothal blessing should likewise be recited over a cup. [’017°K N3721 01 1121N377

012 7%

Text #20
Arukh HaShulchan, Even HaEzer 62:8 MY AR AW Y
In our communities, where the betrothal is performed at ’1:2”0

the time of the .huppah, two cups are rec!ulred. one for the ADINM AYWA TWTHRW 173X
betrothal blessing and one for the wedding blessings. The

. .o . . N272% TR ,NI012 MW 77N
blessing Borei peri ha-gafen is recited separately over each

. JPNIWI N272% TR 701K
cup, since the two cups are unrelated to one another. 5o by 1 ;
Furthermore, the betrothal itself intervenes between 012 23 7Y 17151 1721201

them, as the groom betroths the bride after the betrothal 121 M3 W 012 ’XTY"B2
blessing. PWITPA2 172°0DNT TN

N2 NR AWIpPRn 1NNAw
Rashi instituted the practice of reading the ketubah after 1730 2N WL PO
the betrothal, so that there would be a substantial PPWITRA AR 121027 NP
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interruption between the betrothal blessing and the
wedding blessings. This is the universally accepted custom
in our communities.

Regarding the after-blessing: if the same person recites
both sets of blessings and drinks from both cups, one
after-blessing suffices for both, and it is recited after the
final cup [Chelkat Mechokek §15]. Others maintain that a
separate after-blessing should be recited over each cup,
since there is a substantial interruption between them, as
explained above [Hagahot Maimoniyyot, chapter 10, §3].

For us, however, this disagreement has no practical
consequence, because our custom is not for the person
reciting the blessings to drink from the cup; rather, the
bride and groom each taste a small amount.

The custom mentioned by Maimonides of bringing myrtle
is not practiced in our communities. It is possible that this
is intentional, so that the wedding blessings will number
exactly seven—neither fewer nor more.

Text #21

Arukh HaShulchan, Even HaEzer 34:9

Maimonides wrote:

“The custom is to arrange this blessing over a cup of wine or
beer. One first recites the blessing over the cup and afterward
recites this blessing. If neither wine nor beer is available, one
recites the blessing by itself.” Thus far his words.

Strictly speaking, a cup is not required for the betrothal
blessing, since the obligation to use a cup applies only to the
wedding blessings. For the betrothal blessing, the people
adopted the custom of using a cup, just as they did for the
blessing at a circumcision, as stated in the Tur, Yoreh De‘ah
§265. This is because “song is recited only over wine,” and
because wine “constitutes a blessing unto itself” [Berakhot
42b]: in many settings it is brought and a blessing is recited
over it even though there is no need to drink it [Rashi; see
also Tosafot there].

A small amount is given to the groom and bride to drink, and
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the person reciting the blessing thereby fulfills his obligation.
Although, with blessings over enjoyment, the person reciting
the blessing ordinarily must taste the food or drink himself,
nevertheless, since this blessing was instituted over a cup, it
is comparable to Kiddush and Havdalah, where one may also
fulfill the wine-blessing obligation on behalf of others. This is
what our teacher, the Beit Yosef, wrote regarding
circumcision in that section [so it appears to me].

It appears that if the person reciting the blessing wishes to
drink from the cup, he should not be prevented from doing
so; this is entirely proper, although it is not customary.
Indeed, it would be preferable, because even though the cup
is not strictly indispensable, once the practice of reciting the
blessing over a cup was established as obligatory, it became
comparable to Kiddush and Havdalah [so it appears to me].

It is unnecessary to drink the entire cup or even most of it;
merely tasting it is sufficient. This is because the cup is not

required by strict law, as it is for Kiddush and Havdalah,
where one must drink the entire cup or most of it.

~l-
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2026 in Review
Here’s what we’ve explored in the 2026 Texts-and-Tasting Series:

« January - None (Dry January)

o February - We enjoyed wines at Yossi Francus’ house as we discussed Medieval

Rabbis on Saying the HaTov veHaMetiv Blessing Over Wines *

o March - We enjoyed bourbons at Chana Wolfson’s & Scott Smith’s house as we
discussed Saying the HaTov veHaMetiv Blessing Over Wines at the Passover

Seder ®

o April - We enjoyed agave spirits (tequila & mezcals (and margaritas)) as we

discussed Wine, Drinking, & More in the Song of Songs *

o May - We enjoyed beers as we discussed Beer for Kiddush and/or Havdallah in

the Talmud ' (Subsequently published as the 192" episode of The Jewish Drinking
Show: JewishDrinking.com/BeerKiddushTalmud)

o June - We enjoyed RTD Cocktails at Yosef & Elka Kirschner’s house as we discussed

Rambam’s Innovative Proscription Against Pre-Shabbasing

o July - We enjoyed gins as we discussed the practice of fasting for one’s wedding
and trying to avoid showing up to
one’s wedding drunk

o August - We enjoyed reposado
tequilas as we discussed Breaking
the Glass Under the Huppah

o September - We are enjoying
bourbons (it’s National Bourbon

Month) as we are discussing
Drinking at the Wedding Blessings

o October — We will enjoy single-malt whiskies in a sukkah as we discuss Drinking
in the Book of Ecclesiastes

e November & December - TBD

16



